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The New Mexican Response to the
End of the Second World War
Ferenc M. Szasz and George E. Webb

T

he end ofthe Second World War conjures up various images in the minds
of most Americans. The iconic Life magazine photograph of the revelers

in Times Square shortly after the announcement of the Japanese surrender
surely ranks among the best-known scenes from the summer of 1945, but other
images are equally powerful. Chief among these photos are those that revealed
the destruction caused by the two atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. Although the abrupt surrender of Japan encouraged a positive response to the new weapon, almost every thinking person of the day recognized
the implications. In his CBS radio broadcast of 12 August, noted commentator
Edward R. Murrow captured much of this mood: "Seldom, if ever, has a war
ended leaving the victors with such a sense of uncertainty and fear, with such a
realization that the future is obscure and that survival is not assured."]
Since New Mexicans had participated in every aspect of the war effort,
including Pearl Harbor, the California shipyards, and D-Day, they naturally
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reflected much of this national mood. The state's reaction to the end of
hostilities, however, was also framed by two unique local conditions: the
intense suffering of the New Mexico National Guard (federalized as the
200th Coast Artillery), which had been captured in April 1942 during
the fall of Bataan, and the abrupt lifting of the secrecy that surrounded the
existence of the atomic city Los Alamos and the first test of an atomic weapon
at Trinity Site on 16 July 1945.

In 1940 New Mexico layover one thousand miles west from the main
corridors of American power. Although the fourth largest state in terms of
territory, New Mexico contained slightly over half a million citizens. Its
premier city, Albuquerque, had only a population of 35,378. Railroad transportation appeared adequate but outside the main thoroughfares, such as

u.s.

Route 66, the roads quickly degenerated into dirt tracks. The Work

Projects Administration (WPA) guide to New Mexico, published in 1940,
provided tourists with routes to only the "most accessible places." The guidebook also noted that the state's varied subregions were dominated by three
distinct ethnic groups-Hispanic, Anglo, and Native American-which
tended to have only minimal contact with each other. 2 The Japanese surprise attack on Pearl Harbor, however, altered this situation overnight. Although the state's regional and ethnic distinctions never dissolved, the war
years forged a level of national commitment that transcended many traditional divisions.
For a sparsely populated, nonindustrialized U.S. western state, New
Mexico contributed heavily to the outcome of the Second World War.
Among its fifty federal installations, New Mexico harbored a glider training
school at Fort Sumner; a bombardier training program at Carlsbad; and
prisoner-of-war (POW) camps in Lordsburg, Roswell, and Santa Fe. New
Mexico also ranked as a leader in everyone of the national war-bond drives.
More significantly New Mexico lost more servicemen in proportion to its
population than any other state in the union.)
This heavy loss of life can largely be traced to the activation of the state
National Guard in January 1941 for deployment to the Philippine Islands as
the 200th Coast Artillery. Composed of men from all regions and ethnic groups,
the 2ooth-a later splinter group was termed the 515th Coast Artilleryfought valiantly for four months against Japanese invaders. Malaria, starvation, and lack of ammunition eventually forced Maj. Gen. Edward P. King
to surrender his men to Lt. Gen. Masaharu Homma on 19 April 1942. Afterward, the majority of captives faced a brutal eighty-fIve-mile trek, later named
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AMERICAN PRISONERS AFTER THE FALL OF BATAAN IN EARLY 1942

Japa nese

ph oto captu red by U. S. troops. (Photograph courtesy Ferenc

M. Szasz Collection)

the "Bataan Death March," to POW camps O'Donnell and Cabanatuan.
For the next three-and-a-half years, these men suffered as prisoners of war
under the most horrific conditions. Only half of the approximately eighteen
hundred New Mexicans who served in the 200th Coast Artillery returned
alive. 4
Equally agonizing the families at home received almost no word on the
soldiers' condition or whereabouts for approximately two years. In late January 1944, the U.S. Army and U.S. Navy jointly released a firsthand account
written by Lt. Col. William E. Dyess, who had participated in the death march,
witnessed the brutal conditions of the Japanese POW camps, and escaped
to tell the taleS As Dyess phrased it: "If you triple my troubles and multiply
the result by several thousand, you'll get a rough idea of what went on. And
when you do that you must bear in mind that I got out alive. Thousands of

I_/"~

CORREGlDOR BARRACKS LOOKING TOWARD BATAAN

Of the approximately two thousand members of New Mexico's federalized National Guard, only about half
returned after the war. (Photograph courtesy Ferenc M. Szasz Collection)
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the boys didn't-and won't."6The Dyess report became headline news across
New Mexico, and the widespread shock and bitterness approached, and
perhaps surpassed, the indignation that had followed the attack on Pearl
HarborJ As New Mexico Magazine grimly noted, all people could do was
wait and hope. s
The second most significant New Mexico war connection was revealed
on 6 August 1945. Beginning in 1943, the mesas northwest of Santa Fe harbored the most closely guarded secret of the entire war: the Los Alamos
Scientific Laboratory or Site Y, as it was then termed. The goal of the scientists and engineers at Site Y- to beat the Germans to the secret of constructing atomic weapons-proved to be both simple and complex. American
officials realized the nation that developed the atomic bomb first would not
only win the war but also would dominate international affairs for the foreseeable future. 9
IfJapanese policy and ineptitude obscured the fate of the men who served
with the 200th for almost two years, the U.S. government deliberately concealed the story of Los Alamos for the duration of the war. Indeed, government rules produced the strictest censorship ever imposed on state
newspapers. "The taboo on the mention of Los Alamos," wrote one Santa
Fe New Mexican reporter on 6 August 1945, "was final, complete, and until
today, irrevocable and not susceptible to any exceptions whatsoever."10 One
editor received a severe reprimand for simply noting that there were "a lot
of scientists in town."11 Still, rumors flew widely and after the formal announcement many locals claimed to have known the truth all along.
Given this level of commitment, New Mexicans listened to their radios
and read their newspapers with intensity throughout the conflict, waiting
anxiously for the end of hostilities. After almost four years of vicious fighting, the end of the war arrived in two installments. Although historian Martin Gilbert has argued that "there was no single day on which the Second
World War ended, not even on the battlefield," the Germans surrendered
on 7 May, and Pres. Harry S Truman officially declared 8 May 1945 as Victory in Europe (V-E) Day.12 Shortly after Truman's proclamation, over two
hundred thousand people gathered in Times Square for a spontaneous celebration. Broadway ceremoniously turned on all its lights, and the Statue of
Liberty became fully lighted for the first time since Pearl HarborY On that
momentous day, Truman read his V-E Day proclamation to the nation while
simultaneously urging listeners to "work, work, work," because "much re,
mains to be done." Truman also designated the upcoming Sunday, 13 May,

6~
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as a day of prayer, combining thanks for the victory and dedication to the
memory of those who had been 10st. 14
The celebration of V-E Day in the eastern section of the nation proved
joyous but subdued. By chance the Sunday chosen for the national commemoration overlapped with Mother's Day. That coincidence and the ongoing war in the Pacific together produced a day filled with mixed emotions.

In New York, R. Samuel M. Segal spoke of the renewed hope for the liberation of all mankind while Abp. Francis J. Spellman presided over a solemn
Mass at St. Patrick's Cathedral that drew a crowd of thirty-five hundred.
About five hundred people, including representatives from many British
organizations, attended services at St. Mark's Episcopal Church in New
York as welL"
The celebration ofV-E Day proved even more restrained in New Mexico,
where the orientation perhaps lay more toward the Pacific than the Atlc1I1tic. Although the state's Protestants, Catholics, and Jews all held services,
Gov. John J. Dempsey did not shut down the capitol building. Everywhere
one heard the sentiment that the task was only "half done." Dempsey also
requested that V-E Day be commemorated as a day of patriotic and religious observance "rather than a day of merry-making." He did not want V-E
Day to become "V-Spree" day. As the editor of the Santa Fe New l\!lexican
phrased it, "We can be grateful, but we cannot be ecstatic."I" Meanwhile,
the men at Kirtland Field (now Kirtland Air Force Base) in Albuquerque
were informed that their next goal was Tokyo 17
During the summer of 1944, Allied troops had captured the island ofTinian
in the Marianas, and the hastily erected airfields provided a base from which
a seemingly endless array of B-29s, a heavy bomber used during and after
World War II, could bombard Japanese cities from the air. Yet, the Japanese
showed no sign of surrender. The agony of the conflict in the Pacific reached
New Mexicans again on 18Apri11945, when beloved reporter Ernie Pyle, who
lived in Albuquerque and had voiced premonitions that he might not return
from his latest assignment, died from a sniper's bullet on the small island ofIe
Shima. ls Although clear to everyone that the war was winding down. no one
could predict precisely where and how it might end.
Then came Truman's announcement of 6 August 1945. Truman released
a prepared statement from the deck of the USS Augusta, a heavy cruiser
conveying him back from the Allied conference in Potsdam, Germany, stating that the U.S. Army Air Force had dropped a new weapon on Japan
equivalent to over twenty thousand tons of TNT. "It's an atomic bomb," the

WINTER 2008
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ERNIE PYLE COMMEMORATIVE STAMP

Perhaps New Mexico's most famous resident at the time of his death
in 1945, war correspondent Ernie Pyle was honored with a
commemorative stamp in 1971. (Courtesy Ferenc M. Szasz Collection)

ERNIE PYLE'S HOME IN ALBUQUERQUE

The Ernie Pyle home in Albuquerque, built in 1940, has been a
branch of the city library since 1947. (Courtesy Ferenc M. Szasz

Collection)
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president said. "It is a harnessing of the basic power of the universe. The
force from which the sun draws its power has been loosed against those who
brought war to the Far East."'9 Three days later an official, albeit oblique,
news release told of a second atomic bomb dropped with equal devastation
on the city of Nagasaki. This event occurred on the same day that Soviet
armies invaded Japan from the north. In addition, before, during, and after
the atomic bombings, Allied B-29s dropped tons of pamphlets and ordnance
over Japanese home islands. Finally, following a bitter, internal cabinet
struggle, Emperor Hirohito ordered Japan to surrender on 14 August 1945.
Beginning with his revelation of the atomic bomb on 6 August, Truman
released a barrage of earth-shattering official statements. At a hastily called
White House news conference at seven o'clock in the evening on Tuesday,
14 August 1945, Truman announced that the Japanese government had officially accepted the terms of surrender and the Allied armed forces had immediately suspended all offensive actions. The reporters burst into applause
before they raced out to inform the rest of the world. zO Simultaneously,

GEN. DOUGLAS MACARTHUR SIGNS THE PEACE TREATY WITH JAPAN
ABOARD THE USS MISSOURI

(Photograph courtesy Ferenc M. Szasz Collection)
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SOLDIERS, SAILORS, AND OFFICIALS ON THE USS MISSOURI WATCH THE
SURRENDER PROCEEDINGS

(Photograph courtesy Ferenc M. Szasz Collection)
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Truman also granted all federal employees a two-day paid holiday, jesting
that he made it two days because workers did not get a chance to celebrate
the surrender of Germany on 7 May. The following day, he extended congratulations to the Jewish community on Rosh Hashanah, solemnly noting,
"The enemies of civilization who would have destroyed completely all freedom of religion have been defeated."21 Truman also designated the forthcoming Sunday, 19 August, as a National Day of Prayer. Requesting that
Americans of all faiths dedicate that day to the memory of those who had
lost their lives in the conflict, the president urged the nation "to unite in
offering their thanks to God for the victory we have won, and in praying that
He will support and guide us into the paths of peace." Thus, 19 August 1945
emerged as the nation's first Sunday of peace for almost four years. 22
Truman's major official announcements forged the boundaries of New
Mexico's response to the end of the Second World War. The revelation on
6 August of the atomic bomb and Los Alamos-followed by numerous additional comments over the next several months- began the process by which
New Mexicans tried to comprehend the new and terrible weapons that their
city of Los Alamos had helped introduce to the world. The proclamation on

14 August set off a paroxysm of wild celebration that lasted for several days.
Finally, the request for a day of prayer and remembrance on 16 August acknowledged the terrible suffering that the state had endured.

The Celebration
Americans all across the land reacted to Truman's statement of the Japanese surrender on 14 August with unabashed joy. In Los Angeles, college
students lit a gigantic bonfire and started an impromptu "shirt-tail" parade
where people danced while holding the shirts of those in front of them. A
stream of automobiles, with horns blaring, clogged the hearts of downtown
Denver and Minneapolis. Salt Lake City responded in like manner, only
slightly diminished by a sudden downpour. In Nashville citizens organized
a gigantic square dance in the heart of downtown. 21 The most extreme response occurred in San Francisco, where the celebration erupted into a
three-day riot. Before it finished, looters had shattered almost every plateglass window on lower Market Street. The crowd smashed cars, molested
women, and injured over six hundred people before a combination of city
police and Navy shore patrol could bring them under control. The melee
claimed twelve lives. 24

WINTER 2008

SZASZ AND WEBB ~ 11

New Mexicans reacted to Truman's announcement with equal joy but
with much more self-control. In fact when the official news of the Japanese
surrender arrived in Albuquerque around five o'clock in the evening on 14
August, the city seemed momentarily stunned. Nothing happened for about
five minutes. Then people began to honk horns, shred confetti, and surge
through the downtown streets. Servicemen led the celebration by kissing all
the girls they could find. In a turnaround, one woman leaped from her car
on Central Avenue and passionately kissed the policeman directing traffic.
"I've always wanted to kiss a cop," she said as she drove off. 25 Most restaurants and bars closed down, but in those that remained open, patrons knocked
over tables and eagerly kissed one another. 26 By previous arrangement, the
commander of Kirtland Field confined all military personnel to the base.
From Farmington to Las Cruces and from Gallup to Clovis, New Mexicans reacted with similar joyous abandon. Impromptu auto parades with
blaring horns echoed across the state. In Hobbs a traffic jam clogged the
downtown streets. So many people sought food at the town's lone open restaurant that it reminded a reporter of aNew York subway rush hour. Eastern
New Mexicans joined scores of house parties and when they left, they honked
their horns "like the wail of a banshee."27
Similar reckless abandon swept through Las Cruces, only slightly dampened by a welcome two-inch cloudburst. The joy was almost palpable. As
one Las Cruces reporter observed, the spirit of 4 August proved a far cry
from the restrained celebration that had accompanied the announcement
ofV-E Day on 8 May. He noted it was as different "as Johnson.grass is from
alfalfa."28 In Lordsburg "pandemonium" reigned, creating a din of bells, car
horns, and regular blasts from the locomotives stationed in the railroad yards.
The citizens of Farmington organized an ad hoc street dance where"everyone went wild with joy."29
Various state and local officials added their pronouncements to the gala.
Governor Dempsey proclaimed 15 August as "Victory Day" and the start of
a two-day holiday. He requested that all state bars close from seven o'clock
in the evening on 14 August to seven o'clock in the evening the next day and
also urged citizens to display the American flag from public and private
buildings. Newly appointed University of New Mexico president John P.
Winette shut down the school for two days as well. The president of the
Chamber of Commerce in Clovis called the day "the great moment we
have been waiting for," while the mayor of Roswell urged everyone to assist
returning servicemen to find their rightful place in their communities.3°
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Four years of bitter antagonism against the Axis powers, however, could
not be turned off like a switch. In several areas of the state, the untrammeled joy remained laced with intense hatred. The previous month, the
New Mexico War Prison Bureau had reported that of the 1,800 men from
the 200th (mostly New Mexicans) 366 had died, 22 were missing, and 822
remained prisoners of war, probably on the horne islands of Japan. 31 New
Mexico in 1945 was a small place. Few families did not know sorneone in
the 200th or share links to families of the state's 8,377 casualties. Local newspapers reflected this anxiety. Many official publications from southern New
Mexico, such as the Artesia Advocate, carried the phrase "Remember Pearl
Harbor and Bataan" on their mastheads. Similarly, three days after Truman's
announcement, the editor of the Deming Headlight grimly observed that in
terms of heartbreak, "no town knows better than Deming." He urged his
readers never to forget the name of Bataan. 32
Elsewhere in the state, the continuing hostility toward the Axis powers
took on various forms. In Socorro people gathered in the plaza for an organized flag burning. A returned soldier contributed his captured German

LUNA COUNTY COURTHOUSE, DEMING, NEW MEXICO

The town of Deming, headquarters of the 200th Coast Artillery,
suffered terri'ble losses from the fall of Bataan in 1942. (Courtesy
Ferenc M. Szasz Collection)
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flag. Since the city had no Japanese counterpart, local women made one just
for the occasion. 33 In Farmington the scorn for Japan took on a more superficial form. The San Juan Drug Store displayed a sign that read "Closed on
acct. of Hirotah's [sic] sickness" beneath which someone wrote "Got Atomic
Ache." Another business declared itself closed "because Hirihito [sic] has now
become an Atomic Bum."34 Perhaps the bitterest comments came from the
ex-POWs who had only recently been liberated from Japanese prison camps.
Those who made it home safely credited the continued support oftheir fellow
New Mexican captives for their survival. One such survivor claimed that the
200th and 515th lost fewer men proportionally than other units because ofthe
intense bond among them. 35 Ex-POWs were convinced that ifthe Allied armies
had been forced to invade the Japanese home islands, all POWs would have
been executed. 36 Reflecting this intensity of emotion, ex-POW Joe Chavez
told the Santa Fe New Mexican that the United States should "kill every last
one of them."37 Indeed, over sixty years later, the legacy of the New Mexico
Bataan experience still echoes throughout the state. Santa Fe contains a Bataan
government building, Taos hosts a Bataan Recreational Center, and Albuquerque houses a Bataan Memorial Park. Other impressive monuments may
be found in Las Cruces, Deming, and elsewhere.

REMEMBER PEARL HARBOR AND BATAAN CACHET

This motto could be found on many southern New Mexico
newspaper mastheads during the war. (Courtesy Ferenc M. Szasz
Collection)
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In a scene that cries out for a novelist, several of the New Mexican paws
actually witnessed firsthand the dropping of the atomic bomb. As would be
discovered later, about fifty survivors from the fall of Bataan had been transferred to a Japanese prison camp located near the mouth of Nagasaki Harbor.
Ironically, these men experienced the power of the Nagasaki weapon from
the victim's perspective. Benny J. Daugherty ofAlamogordo and Robert Dunlap
of Carlsbad each watched the rise of the mushroom cloud in total amazement. Charles Iskra of Gallup described it as a white cloud "full of flames."
Capt. John Farley, a Raton dentist, recalled it as "a tall white cloud like a
pillar about four or five thousand feet high. Inside it was brown and churning."38 The blast destroyed most of the Nagasaki camp where Farley and other
paws were being held; a few lost their lives because of the explosion.

The National Day of Prayer and Remembrance
Neither the nation nor the state of New Mexico greeted Truman's announcement of the war's end with wild abandonment alone. The president's request that all Americans gather on Sunday, 19 August to acknowledge a day
of prayer and remembrance for those who had fallen also struck a deep
chord. In fact one observer from Hobbs had noted that the president's announcement on 14 August of Japan's surrender marked a "Day of Atonement" for the state because the event was so closely linked to the lost men
of the 2ooth. Simultaneously, the Hobbs News-Sun printed a poignant letter
from an unnamed subscriber living in Eunice, New Mexico, who had lost
his son in Germany and frankly admitted that he had nothing to celebrate. l9
New Mexico's response to the call for a day of prayer and remembrance
was, of course, part of a global recognition of the more somber aspects surrounding the end of the war. This acknowledgment was clearly evident in
the actions of the two major English-speaking allies. On Sunday, 19 August,
Americans and Britons around the world responded to Truman's request.
When daybreak arrived on the island of Guam, Catholics, Jews, and Protestants gathered in separate groups for services along the mile-long runway
from which heavily loaded B-29s had lifted off for their seemingly endless
bombing raids over Japan. Some of the Catholic services were led by New
York archbishop Spellman, who had flown to Guam as the invited guest of
Adm. Chester W. Nimitz. 40 On the other side of the globe, King George VI
and Queen Elizabeth, flanked by their two young daughters princesses Elizabeth and Margaret, moved in stately procession through a cheering Lon-
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don crowd to attend a packed victory service at St. Paul's Cathedral. Meanwhile in hundreds of English, Welsh, Scottish, and Ulster villages, parishioners made their way to more modest churches and chapels. In their messages
that day, the Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish leaders of Britain all voiced
the same themes: thanksgiving for the end of the fighting and intense concern over the potential future of the fissioned atom.
In Washington, D.C., the president and first lady held a special service
for two hundred people-including the aged widow of former president
Woodrow Wilson-in the East Room of the White House. The Chief of the
Chaplains for the U.S. Army and Navy presided, and a hastily assembled
choir interspersed verses of "America the Beautiful" with popular hymns.
Reporters noted that Truman joined in the litany for all these blessings:
"We Thank Thee, 0 God."
In the nation's largest city, New York, the religious services flowed in both
ecumenical and parallel streams. A rabbi, priest, and minister celebrated a
joint service that radio station WNEW broadcast live. Jews of course do not
usually convene on Sundays, but over three hundred faithful heard Kaddish
at one city synagogue while about two thousand people attended services at
the impressive Temple Emanu-El. In Chicago, over one hundred Reform
and Conservative congregations gathered for the same purpose. Officials at
St. Patrick's Cathedral in New York estimated that twenty thousand people
worshipped at six Low Masses, while about four thousand individuals gathered for a solemn Mass of Thanksgiving later in the day. This service was
celebrated by Msgr. Joseph F. Flannelly, the administrator of the cathedral,
who urged the United States to assume the moral leadership of the world.
About three thousand people, including various British dignitaries, attended
services at the Episcopal Cathedral ofSt. John the Divine. 41
New Mexican churches and synagogues responded in kind. In fact many
had let it be known earlier that they would hold special services as soon as
the war officially ended. Abp. Edwin V. Byrne of Santa Fe promised a Mass
of Thanksgiving for that time, and the capital city's Protestants announced
a special seven-thirty service whenever the surrender became official, which
occurred late Tuesday.42 At eight o'clock the next morning, the Catholic
bishop of Gallup conducted a pontifical Mass. Episcopalians in Gallup and
Farmington held special services at ten thirty that day as well. In Roswell
the local Ministerial Association organized a spontaneous citywide service
of worship and thanksgiving at the junior high for 15 August, complete with
scripture readings, hymns, prayers, and appropriate speeches. 43
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At Harry S Truman's request, Protestants, Catholics, and Jews across
the nation held services on Sunday, 19 August 1945, to acknowledge a
day of prayer and remembrance for those lost in the war.

Facing page, top FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, ROSWELL,
NEW MEXICO (Courtesy Ferenc M. Szasz Collection)
Facing page, bottom CHURCH OF SAN FELIPE DE NERI,
"ALBUQUERQUE (Courtesy Ferenc M. Szasz Collection)
This page CONGREGATION ALBERT, ALBUQUERQUE (Photograph
courtesy Israel C. Carmel Archive at Congregation Albert)
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In a dramatic ecumenical gesture that illustrated the blending of wartime church-state lines, army searchlights illuminated the towering Christ
the King statue that stood on Mount Cristo Rey south ofEl Paso, Texas, on
the U.S.-Mexico border. On Thursday, as reported in the Clovis News-

Journal, a large crowd of the faithful made a Victory in Japan (V-I) Day
pilgrimage there. 44
Like most Americans, the people ofAlbuquerque filed into local churches
and synagogues that Sunday with mixed emotions, which were made especially poignant by the painful memory of the 200th and the revelation of
Los Alamos's role in bringing the war to an end. They heard sermons that
thanked God for the victory and offered various programs to insure the peace.
A prominent Baptist minister spoke of building for the future, while the
pastor of the Congregational Church emphasized the legacy of the past.
The minister of the Disciples of Christ predicted that a spiritual awakening
would soon sweep the nation. Parishioners at St. John's Methodist Church
listened to a rendition of Mozart's Gloria, while the United Brethren sat
through a lengthy silent prayer of thanksgiving. About one thousand people
gathered at Sacred Heart Cathedral for solemn High Mass, while the rabbi
of B'nai Israel called on his congregation to contemplate the meaning of
the momentous events of the last week. An Albuquerque Tribune reporter
remarked on the deep feeling of thanksgiving and solemn joy that pervaded
the city that Sunday: "Everywhere here the hopes and prayers and yearnings were the same, in vaulted cathedrals and country chapels in the outlying districts."45 Like the unrestrained elation of Tuesday through Saturday,
this solemnity reached across the entire state. In Las Cruces, the priest of
St. James Episcopal Church gave a sermon on prayer and thanksgiving,
while the pastor at St. Paul's Methodist Church spoke on "Bringing Our
World Together."46 Newspapers in Hobbs and Roswell specifically urged all
church members to ask nonmembers to accompany them on this special
day. The Methodists of Lordsburg reported an overwhelming attendanceY
The state's ethnic diversity was also evident among the responses to the
war's end. By chance the famed Inter-Tribal Indian Ceremonial held annually in Gallup had been scheduled for that same weekend. Natives from
across the land had been drifting into the city since the previous Monday.
When news of Japan's surrender arrived on Tuesday, several of the tribes
gathered on the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway platform for a series of spontaneous victory dances. These drew large crowds and lasted well
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into the night. Since the end of the war also meant an immediate end to
gasoline rationing, numerous Indians and others who had not planned to
attend the festival quickly changed their minds. Gallup motels could not
accommodate everyone, and some had to sleep in cars or on various lawns.
Atthe ceremony, several Indian nations, including the Hopis, Navajos, Zunis,
Lagunas, Cheyennes, Arapahoes, and Kiowas, performed victory dances,
which received enthusiastic applause and calls for encores. 48
Ironically, the crucial role played by the Navajo Code Talkers and their
unbreakable code-arguably the state's third most vital contribution to the
Allied war effort-was not celebrated at the Gallup Inter-Tribal Indian Ceremonial in 1945. As the U.S. military hoped to utilize the code in future
conflicts, they stamped it "top secret" and instructed the returning Navajo
soldiers to say nothing. The government did not release the Navajo Code
Talker story until 1968.49 Two years later, the Navajo Code Talkers held
their first public reunion, but by then many of the four hundred servicemen
had passed on. Only in the years after the disclosure in 1968 did the Navajo
Code Talkers receive their much-deserved national recognition.
Thus, Native Americans, Protestants, Catholics, and Jews gathered either
separately or together sporadically during the week and officially on Sunday,

NAVAJO RECRUITS BEING SWORN INTO U.S. MARINES, 5 OCTOBER 1942
Maj. Frank Shannon, recruiting officer, swears in the recruits. Sgt.

John Benally stands to the left. Recruits who passed training camp
served as Navajo Code Talkers in the 3d Marine Division, Platoon
920.

(Photographed by Milton Snow, Courtesy Navajo Nation

Museum, Window Rock, Arizona, N07-43)
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19 August to praise God for the Allied victory and mourn the painful losses. As
an Associated Press reporter observed, the national sentiment could be summarized in a single phrase: "Thank God, thank God-it's over at last."50
The Awareness of the Atomic Age
The most complex response of New Mexicans to the end of the Second
World War focused on their efforts to comprehend the ultimate meaning of
the atomic bomb. Unlike the V-J Day celebration and day of prayer and
remembrance, this response could not be limited to a single week in August. As the story emerged over the months following the announcement
on 6 August of the bomb, New Mexicans gradually began to realize what
Los Alamos, and the state, had helped to create. 51 The unfolding stories in
the Santa Fe New Mexican and the Albuquerque Journal reveal this theme
in dramatic fashion, providing yet another indication of the state's unique
response to the end of the Second World War. 52
Although headlines throughout the nation on 6 and 7 August disclosed
that an atomic bomb had been dropped on Japan, local media stressed equally
the role played by the nearby Manhattan Project facility. "Los Alamos Secret Disclosed by Truman," announced the Santa Fe New Mexican; "Deadliest Weapons in World's History Made in Santa Fe Vicinity," it continuedY
The specific details of the work performed at Los Alamos remained vague
for both technical and security reasons, but the local press nonetheless
emphasized the importance of the nearby installation. In his initial discussion of the bomb, the Albuquerque Journal's editor noted that the state had
'played a part in the development of "one of the greatest scientific advances
in history" and related the news "that a project near Santa Fe is one of three
where the work has been carried on, so secretly that most of the employees
did not know the character of it." 54
Local pride formed a common theme in media coverage. On 7 August,
the Albuquerque Journal published an article discussing the previous night's
NBC radio broadcast that included a five-minute spot produced by local
station KOB. "Some of the nation's spotlight over disclosure of the atomic
bomb reflected on Albuquerque Monday night," the article announced,
describing how the broadcast focused on local reaction to the news. The
Santa Fe New Mexican, however, expressed outrage at the broadcast the
following day in Will Harrison's "At the Capitol" column. The KOB script,
Harrison complained, made it sound as though Los Alamos was next door
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to Albuquerque. Any accurate discussion would stress that the laboratory
was much closer to Santa Fe than to Albuquerque. "Without consideration
of civic pride," Harrison opined, "it may be said that the presentation was
stupid. To national audiences Santa Fe is better known than Albuquerque.
. . . The broadcast sounded like a chamber of commerce script written for a
50-watt station."55
The announcement of the atomic bomb also provided opportunity for
local media to discuss the secrecy th~t had surrounded Los Alamos. Rumors
had long circulated about the function of the secret installation, as indicated by a front-page story in the Santa Fe New Mexican by local writer
William McNulty. Underscoring the secrecy involved in the project,
McNulty listed the rumors that he had heard during the past two years. Los
Alamos, some suggested, was engaged in research concerning gas warfare,

LOS ALAMOS TECHNICAL AREA

This photo was taken after the war, but the area was essentially the
same as in the years from 1943 to 1945. (Photograph courtesy Los

Alamos National Laboratory)
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rockets, jet propulsion, or "death rays" of an indeterminate type. A recent
rumor proclaimed that scientists on "the hill" were making windshield wipers for submarines. Even more bizarre was a comment McNulty swore he
heard in 1944 during the presidential election campaign: Los Alamos was
serving as a "Republican internment camp."56
Among the many items of interest surrounding the announcement of
the atomic bomb were the personalities involved in the Manhattan Project.
State coverage augmented wire-service reports ofsuch figures as Gen. Leslie
R. Groves and scientist J. Robert Oppenheimer, but often local C0I111ections were stressed. On 9 August, for example, the Santa Fe New Mexican
examined the impact of the atomic bomb on several Los Alamos scientists
under the headline "Atomic Bomb Sobers Los Alamos Scientists." Accompanied by a photograph of Oppenheimer, the extensive story focused on the
responses of Emilio Segre, Enrico Fermi, and Bruno Rossi, who were described as "emotionally shaken by the results of their laboL" Biographical
sketches of these three scientists provided readers with an understanding of
the international aspect of the Manhattan Project, but the emphasis of the
article remained the scientists' reaction to their creation. "Their statements
suggested that possibly, like Frankenstein, they had created a monster," the
Santa Fe New Mexican announced, but they hoped "that their creation
would serve mankind."57
The press immediately found Oppenheimer the most interesting member of the project. Wire-service reports of interviews with the noted physicist appeared in newspapers throughout the United States and often remarked
that his family owned a New Mexico ranch. Not surprisingly the New Mexico
newspapers made much of this Oppenheimer connection. When Harrison
contributed his report to the Santa Fe New Mexican from the news tour of
the Trinity Site near Alamogordo on 9 September, Oppenheimer emerged
as the major figure whom the public most understood. Harrison described
him as someone "who looks more like a frail, unassuming rancher than the
top man of the group who introduced the atomic age" and often noted
Oppenheimer's ranching experience. When describing that grass and greasewood were both swept away by the Trinity test blast, Harrison quoted
Oppenheimer's comment that "greasewood is a pretty well constructed
plant," and observed that the physicist had likely tried to remove similar
bushes from his Pecos River ranch. 58
New Mexico media also discussed another local personality in some detail. Navy captain William Parsons, an ordnance expert who had the unen-
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viable assignment of arming the Hiroshima bomb in flight, had grown up in
Fort Sumner, where his father was an attorney. New Mexico newspapers
published several articles discussing Parsons and his role in the project,
stressing his native-son status in all cases. His family had arrived in Fort
Sumner from Chicago in 1909. Parsons attended schools in Fort Sumner
and Santa Rosa until 1918, when he gained an appointment to the United
States Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. He had lived in Los Alamos
with his wife and two daughters since June 1943, a local link reinforced by
the fact that his sister and her husband lived in Albuquerque. 59
Although the atomic bomb and the facilities that produced it were intriguing, local media seem to have been equally impressed with the existence of a hitherto unknown community in their midst. 60 In Santa Fe, the
revelation of Los Alamos carried as much weight as the eventual announcement of the surrender. "Now They Can Be Told Aloud," blared one headline, "Those Stoories [sic] of'The Hill."'61 Among the many intriguing aspects
of this new community was the housing situation, which presented a varied
experience according to the Santa Fe New Mexican. In an illustrated article
written nearly two months after the revelation of the community, however,
readers learned that housing at Los Alamos was essentially unremarkable.
"Family wash flies from clothes lines, tots play in home-made pens, and
wives struggle with window-box gardens as in any community," the article
reported. Although thin walls and heating problems plagued many of the
apartments that made up the majority of Los Alamos residences, the interiors appeared quite comfortable. Single workers lived in large dormitories,
which also struck the author as anything but unusual. "[A]fter-work scenes
in the rooms and parlors are like those that would be found in a college
town," the newspaper noted. A handful of single-family dwellings had been
constructed during the past few months, but the "snootiest dwellings" remained those few houses that had been homes for the faculty at the Los
Alamos Ranch School. These were occupied by the leaders of the project,
such as Oppenheimer, Parsons, and the military commander of the post,
Col. Gerald R. Tyler. 62
Education was also important to the residents of Los Alamos, where the
school board was appointed by laboratory director Oppenheimer and post
commander Tyler. As the Santa Fe New Mexican reported, the board oversaw
an accredited high school and elementary school, as well as "a nursery school
for younger children, to permit wives to work on the project." By the end of
September, the system claimed three hundred children in the elementary
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LOS ALAMOS RANCH SCHOOL STUDENTS ON AN OUTING BEFORE THE
ARMY TAKEOVER

(Photograph courtesy New Mexico Historical Review Photo Archives)

LOS ALAMOS

Life at Los Alamos, a city without paved roads, had its difficulties.

(Photograph courtesy Los Alamos National Laboratory)
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grades and seventy-five in the high school. Superintendent of schools Paul
W. Masters, formerly director of visual education at the University of New
Mexico, admitted that these facilities were "not exactly progressive schools,"
but he hoped that Los Alamos students were somewhat ahead when they
transferred to other learning institutions. 63
Local readers also learned about the recreational scene in the recently
revealed city. The Santa Fe New Mexican included several items about this
topic in its initial coverage of Los Alamos, pointing out that residents of the
hill had built a nine-hole golf course and could enjoy seasonal sports such
as baseball, tennis, skating, and skiing. Two theaters and a small local radio
station also provided entertainment as did various theatrical, singing, and
dancing groups. Later, the extent of cultural offerings was further stressed
when the newspaper provided a brief article about the radio station that
included a photograph of noted physicist Otto R. Frisch playing the piano
for a broadcast. "Like Frisch," the reporter observed, "many of the scientists
are accomplished musicians, and are frequently heard over the radio."64
Local residents played an important role in the operation of Los Alamos,
as noted by the Santa Fe New Mexican. As part of an extensive article on the
facility that followed the first news tour of Los Alamos, the newspaper included a photograph of Cleto Tafoya, recent governor of Santa Clara Pueblo,
serving soup at the East Cafeteria in Los Alamos. The article accompanying
this photograph pointed out that his wife and daughter also worked at the
laboratory, as did many residents of nearby pueblos. "There are hundreds of
Indians and Spanish American workers on the project," the reporter noted,
"recruited from all northern New Mexico." The demographic characteristics of northern New Mexi<;:o were, at least to some degree, reflected in the
rarefied atmosphere of Los Alamos. 65

The Implications
Americans' responses to the atomic bomb were diverse to be sure, but an
underlying apprehension about the new weapon was nonetheless a common theme. Even without precise knowledge of the physics involved in the
new technology, Americans quickly recognized that they had entered a new
world. They reacted, as historian Michael John Yavenditti noted a quarter
century later, "with varying intensities of awe, fear, satisfaction, hope, and
bewilderment," a response that continued for many years. Historian Paul S.
Boyer has stated that even after the announcement of Japan's surrender in
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mid-August "the underlying mood remained sober and apprehensive," at
least in part because of the conceptual discontinuity represented by the new
weapon. The months following Hiroshima, he observed, "were a time of
cultural crisis when the American people confronted a new and threatening reality of almost unfathomable proportions."66
American media both reflected and reinforced the public's apprehensive
response to the atomic bomb. During his evening broadcast of 6 August,
NBC news commentator H. V. Kaltenborn raised an early alarm. "For all
we know, we have created a Frankenstein!" he told his already reeling audience. "We must assume," he continued, "that with the passage of only a
little time, an improved form of the new weapon we use today can be turned
against us." The St. Louis Post Dispatch echoed such fears of the future,
editorializing the day after the Hiroshima announcement that science may
well have "signed the mammalian world's death warrant ... and deeded an
earth in ruins to the ants."67 Although the media also discussed positive aspects of the atomic bomb, such as an early cessation of hostilities in the
Pacific, potential peaceful uses of atomic energy, and the impressive scientific expertise shown by the personnel of the Manhattan Project, the immediate response to the revelation of the new weapon remained guarded and
ambiguous.

MEMBERS OF THE SPECIAL ENGINEERING DETACHMENT (SED) BEING
INSPECTED AT LOS ALAMOS

(Photograph courtesy Los Alamos National Laboratory)

WINTER 2008

SZASZ AND WEBB?

27

While focusing on specific aspects of Los Alamos, New Mexico newspapers also recognized that the atomic bomb project had broader local and
global consequences of special interest to the editors, who often contributed thought-provoking comments on a wide variety of issues. The immediate military implications of the new weapons were, of course, an early
concern. The bomb's ability to shorten the war was obvious to all. As postHiroshima peace negotiations proceeded unexpectedly slowly, Santa Fe New
Mexican editor Frank C. Rand embraced a particularly harsh attitude toward the Japanese. In "Maybe Bigger Bombs" (13 August), his first editorial
concerning the atomic bomb, Rand focused on the cruel treatment of prisoners of war by the Japanese and argued that young Germans and Japanese
had been raised to respect only the medium of force in the world. Although
it might risk prolonging the war, "perhaps the best way of achieving a goal
oflasting peace would be to administer an object lesson, never to be forgotten." "It is possible," he continued, "that a few more atomic bombs dropped
on military concentrations throughout Honshu would bring permanent results in Asia, and even make the rising generation of Germans think twice."
The following day, Rand expressed puzzlement concerning the tardiness of
the Japanese acceptance of the surrender terms. "A few more doses of broken atoms may serve to speed their thinking. Our game of nerves," he suggested, "carries more weight than theirs."68
The destructive power of the bomb, however, also raised the seemingly
contradictory prospect of a more workable peace. Editor H. P. Pickrell of the
Albuquerque Journal told his readers on 7 August that the new weapon should
certainly convince Japan to surrender, but that the power of the bomb "is
another reason why the world must have permanent peace."69 Local media
were also concerned with practical considerations relating to the atomic bomb.
Of great interest and obvious importance was the postwar future of the laboratory and its impact on the region. Laboratory efforts certainly showed no
signs of decreasing, as announced by the Santa Fe New Mexican in a frontpage article on l.4 August, "'Work as Usual' at Los Alamos."70
Uncertainties nonetheless remained. When General Groves met with
Governor Dempsey on 18 September to thank New Mexico for its assistance, Groves responded to questions from a Santa Fe New Mexican reporter concerning the future of Los Alamos. Stressing that Congress would
have to make the final decision, Groves observed that there were both advantages and disadvantages to the laboratory's current location. Factors that
had made the site ideal for secret work during the war, he observed, might
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ROBERT OPPENHEIMER

AND GEN. LESLIE GROVES
STAND AT WHAT WAS LEFT
OF THE TOWER AT GROUND

1945
(Photograph courtesy Los
Alamos National
Laboratory)
ZERO IN SEPTEMBER

MARIA MARTINEZ, THE FAMED POTTER OF SAN ILDEFONSO PUEBLO,
CHATTING WITH FAMED PHYSICIST ENRICO FERMI

(Photograph courtesy Los Alamos National Laboratory)
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LOS ALAMOS AFTER THE WAR

At war's end, Los Alamos had grown far beyond the intimate campus
setting originally conceived by Oppenheimer. (Photograph courtesy
Los Alamos Historical Museum Photo Archives)

work against its continued use. The isolation of the Pajarito Plateau would
complicate matters considerably.71
A unique, potential benefit of the atomic-bomb project became apparent in New Mexico during the late summer. In mid-August, the Alamogordo
Chamber ofCommerce announced that it would petition the National Park
Service to create a national monument at the site of the first atomic explosion on 16 July 1945, a plan that attracted much interest in the state.72 On 11
September, two days after Sect. Int. Harold L. Ickes reserved suitable land
for a national monument, the Albuquerque Journal contributed an editorial
applauding the decision and supporting the creation of the "Atomic Bomb
Monument," which would be a "landmark for commemoration of the great
historic and scientific event, the biggest development in a scientific way to
come out of the war." The tourism aspect was also acknowledged. The site's
proximity to White Sands National Monument would provide "a dual attraction for visitors from other states as well as our own citizens."7)
The Trinity Site soon assumed unexpected significance. On 13 September, the New York Times editorially proposed that the controversy over the
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aftereffects of the atomic bomb-Japanese media claimed that lingering
radiation continued to kill Hiroshima residents several days after the blastcould be examined experimentally. Although radiologists claimed that they
could predict physiological effects, the New York Times suggested, "it might
be well to explode another bomb in New Mexico, make the necessary measurements, even note what happens to the blood cells of the animals, and
thus allay any lingering doubts."74 The Albuquerque Journal found this suggestion disturbing. Practical considerations weighed more heavily on the
writer of the "In New Mexico" column, who was not convinced that such a
test was necessary. Another test would raise serious security questions, as an
announcement of such an event would attract numerous sightseers and require that the area "be closely guarded to keep people away." If such a test
were scheduled, the writer hoped that a different location would be used to
maintain the historical value of Trinity Site. 75
Nothing more was said about such a test, and in a few days the Albuquerque Journal editor resumed his campaign to "boost" the Trinity monument.

GENERAL GROVES PRESENTING THE ARMY-NAVY "E" AWARD FOR
EXCELLENCE TO OPPENHEIMER AND ROBERT G. SPROUL, PRESIDENT OF
THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

(Photograph courtesy Los Alamos National Laboratory)
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NORRIS BRADBURY AND THE TRINITY BOMB

Bradbury would take over as director at Los Alamos in 1945.

(Photograph courtesy Los Alamos National Laboratory)

AERIAL VIEW OF
GROUND ZERO
TWENTY-EIGHT
HOURS AFTER THE
TRINITY TEST

The dark area
shows the trinitite,
an element created
by the explosion.

(Photograph
cou rtesy Los
Alamos National
La bora tory)
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SCIENTISTS GATHERED IN LOS ALAMOS FOR A LECTURE ON THE

1945
(Photograph courtesy Los Alamos National Laboratory)

HYDROGEN BOMB IN

Noting that vegetation would soon cover the area around the bomb crater,
he suggested that a model of the site be built and as much of the area surrounding the crater as possible be preserved. Only through such protection
would "the area retain any of the novelty it presented to the eyes of science
last July 16." Carefully preserved and enhanced by the construction of better roads in the area, Trinity Site would become a valuable tourist destination that would add to the reputation of New Mexico and its economic
well-being. 76 The Trinity Site never became a national monument, as the
area soon became part of the White Sands Missile Range and was largely
restricted from public view. 77 Still, the state would forever remain linked to
the origin of atomic America. As an Albuquerque Tribune headline phrased
it, "Man's Entry into the Atomic Age was born in N.M. Explosion."78

Conclusion
The early August 1945 announcements from President Truman stunned the
citizens of New Mexico. With the news of peace came the hope that the
men of the 200th Coast Artillery would finally be returning home. Suddenly, the endless trucks that had passed through Santa Fe on their way to
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Los Alamos and the mysterious explosion at Trinity Site seemed to make
sense. These two events lay at the heart of New Mexicans' variegated response to Truman's statements; they supplied the key to comprehending
the specific mixture of revenge, passion, bewilderment, and anxiety that
characterized the state's reaction. As the Lordsburg Liberal had noted, the
initial reaction to the news approached pandemonium.
Over time the joy of the victory celebration slowly faded into memory.
The day of prayer and remembrance similarly passed, although family memories of lost loved ones, of course, would never fade. The issue of comprehending the role of Los Alamos as the nation's premier national scientific
weapons laboratory and the potential significance of atomic weapons in
world affairs remained. In fact these questions are as vital in the twenty-first
century as when the secrets were first disclosed to the state over sixty years
ago. And here, perhaps, lies the ultimate New Mexico response to the end
of the Second World War.
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La Salina of the Estancia Valley, New Mexico
COMMUNITY USE AND PRIVATE OWNERSHIP, 1830S TO 1930S

Richard Flint

S

alt has always been one of the resources essential to the establishment
and maintenance of human communities. The mineral is an important component of the human diet, as well as that oflivestock upon which
people have depended for food, motive power, and transportation. In addition salt has proved to be a key ingredient in many craft and industrial processes. Human communities, therefore, typically devote significant energy
to locating, developing, and safeguarding sources of salt.
The communities of New Mexico have been no different. By means of a
sllccession of cultural, political, and economic conventions, the peoples of
New Mexico have assured themselves access to the invaluable resource of
salt. The most recent wholesale cultural, political, and economic transformation of New Mexico came about as a result of the incorporation of the
northern provinces of Mexico into the United States between 1846 and 1848.
That transformation involved the supplanting of one set of conventions concerning the ownership, availability, and use of natural resources, including
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salt, with another set of conventions. Generally speaking the change was
from universal access and state ownership to private ownership and individual control over the resources. Because the change was suddenly and
forcibly imposed, it entailed Widespread and lasting hardships for the occupied peoples of New Mexico and resulted in windfall benefits for many of
the occupiers. Naturally, the uneven advantages bred hostility. The subsequent history of New Mexico has thus been characterized by conflict over
resources ofland, water, wood, and mi~erals, including-from the earliest
dates-salt.
This article focuses on one very important source of salt in north central
New Mexico, the small salt lake known as La Salina, on the eastern margin
ofthe Estancia Valley in modern Torrance County. The study briefly sketches
the framework within which the salt of La Salina was exploited during 250
years of Spanish, Mexican, and Texas Republican political control between
1598 and 1848. Then the piece delineates the processes by which La Salina
was appropriated as private property and by which public access to La Salina
was halted. Finally, the article considers the reactions of former users of La
Salina, primarily Hispanos, who were legally denied access to their traditional source of salt and compares those reactions with the responses of
Hispanos from the El Paso area, who suffered a similar dispossession of salt
in the 1870s.
The Estancia Valley represents the bed of a large ancient lake, roughly
crescent-shaped, about sixty miles from north to southeast and fifteen to
twe~ty miles in width. The valley lies between the SandialManzano Mountain group on the west and the line of the Pedernal Hills and the southern
extension of Glorieta Mesa on the east. Since the Pleistocene lake had no
outlet, it concentrated minerals and salts in the runoff, and sediments accumulated over time. The result was a landlocked salt lake. Warming and
drying trends of the recent geologic past have removed the water and further concentrated salts in the soil of the valley. For hundreds of years now, a
pattern of rainy summers followed by dry falls has cyclically brought various
salts to the surface of numerous shallow depressions that together cover
several thousand acres along the eastern margin of the modern valley. Dry
for most of the year, the depressions briefly become brackish to salty lakes in
late summer. As the water evaporates during the fall, crystalline salt forms a
crust on the lake beds and solidifies into blocks that float atop any remaining water. 1 Not all of the lakes produce salt of equal abundance or quality.
One lake in particular, an oval depression about a mile long from north to
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south and half a mile wide from east to west located approximately four and
one-half miles northeast of the modern community of Willard, has been
known for nearly four hundred 'years as La Salina because ofthe large amount
and fine quality of salt that it reliably produces.
La Salina was the premier source of salt for Indian, Hispanic, and Anglo
American residents of north central New Mexico until the 1930S. Salt from
La Salina had both culinary and livestock uses and was also widely traded.
Before the arrival of Europeans in the sixteenth century, Indian peoples
inhabited a series of pueblos on the east flanks of the Manzano Mountains,
in the Galisteo Basin to the north, and in the Medanos (upper Tularosa
Basin) to the south. Archaeological evidence confirms the observations of
the earliest Spanish colonizers that these Tano-, Tiwa-, and Tompiro-speaking
Indians engaged in substantial trade in salt from La Salina and other lakes
in the area, both with other Pueblo groups and with nomadic peoples from
the Plains. 2 The Spanish explorer Juan de Onate wrote, "Salt is the universal article of traffic with these barbarians and their regular food for they eat
it or suck it alone as we do sugar."3 In addition Indian salt-gathering parties
came annually to the Estancia Valley. The scholar Paul M. Kraemer reports, "To some extent, a state of truce was observed to allow access to the
salt lakes."4 That is, the lakes were not considered the exclusive property of
anyone group.
Although the earliest Spanish entrada into New Mexico, led by Capt.
Gen. Francisco Vazquez de Coronado, did not note the salt lakes ofthe Estancia
Valley, all subsequent entradas did. All were actively on the lookout for
mineral resources that could be profitably developed, one of which was salt.
Hernan Gallegos, like other members of the 1581 Chamuscado-Rodrfguez
Expedition, was enthusiastic about the salt deposits of the Estancia Valley,
writing that they were "the best ever discovered by Christians."5 Likewise, in
October 1598, shortly after having established his headquarters at Ohke (San
Juan Pueblo), Onate toured the pueblos of the Salinas region and noted the
salt lakes with "an infinite quantity of excellent white salt."6
In addition to the mineral's importance in the diet of the nascent colony
of New Mexico, salt was a crucial component in the recently invented patio
process for recovery of silver from are. Coming from a prominent silver
mining family of Zacatecas, Onate was well aware of the potential value of
La Salina and its neighboring salt lakes. Soon the·colony was energetically
exploiting Estancia yalley salt, first in the form of Indian tribute and then
through mining directly overseen by colonists. In the first years of the colony,
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missions were founded at the pueblos of Chililf and Abo on the east flank of
the Manzano Mountains? A sizable colonial lay presence was also established
in the Salinas Province, which stepped up exploitation of the valley's salt. By
1630 complaints were lodged against the overwork of Indians in transportation of salt.s The silver mining and processing establishments of the Parral
mining district in Chihuahua, always in need of salt, were sending caravans
seven hundred miles north to the Estancia Valley by the middle 165os.9
Spanish custom placed ownership of significant salt deposits with the
Crown, which then could gain revenue by licensing its extraction and taxing
its sale. 1O However, royal ownership of salt was apparently never formally asserted in New Mexico, which allowed governors such as Bernardo Lopez de
Mendizabal to monopolize Estancia Valley saltY Under Lopez de Mendizabal's
direction, enormous quantities of salt were harvested, some for local consumption (distributed from warehouses in the Rio Grande Valley) but most
for shipment to Parra!' Spanish colonists' heavy use of salt and Indian labor
for mining and transporting it contributed to friction between Pueblos of the
Salinas Province and Plains Indians, particularly Apaches. There was now
neither sufficient salt for intertribal trade nor sufficient labor time to harvest
it, even if salt was abundant. Apaches suffered shortages and attacked Pueblos
and Spanish colonists in retaliation; this was one of the factors that contributed to frequent warfare in the Salinas region from 1669 through 1672. Shortly
thereafter colonists and Pueblos all abandoned the Salinas Province. 12 From
then until the late 170os, Estancia Valley salt was procured by annual caravans that left Galisteo with armed military escorts.
Mter the protracted convulsion of the Pueblo-Spanish War (1680-1696)
and the restoration of Spanish sovereignty, exclusive gubernatorial access to
Estancia Valley salt was apparently not resumed. But danger from Apaches
continued; therefore the governor announced an armed pilgrimage for salt
each year. For example Gov. Enrique de Olavide y Michelefia's order in
1738 to the alcaldes mayores of the various districts announced the departure date (7 August) of the armed escort to all citizens and Indians in their
districts. In a formulaic opening to the order, Olavide y Michelefia cited the
"grave need" for salt and his own desire that everyone should have the benefit of its provisionY All persons in New Mexico who wanted to obtain salt
that year were expected to converge on Galisteo on the appointed day and
to leave from there for La Salina in a group.
Danger from Indian attack abated after Gov. Juan Bautista de Anza's
establishment of peace with the Comanches in 1786.14 Thereafter, access to
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La Salina proceeded without the rigid organization of the days of armed
escorts. With peace livestock and farming activities spread eastward from
the Rio Grande Valley to the western margin of the Estancia Valley, down
the Pecos River Valley, and along the eastern foothills of the Sangre de
Cristo Mountains. For the next 150 years, farmers, ranchers, and salt merchants set their own schedules for harvesting the mineral at La Salina, but
generally salt was collected in the fall of each year. There is no evidence
that fees or taxes for salt harvest were ever imposed or paid. The lake was
open to all, and salt was free for the taking.
In May 1890, U.S. Deputy Surveyor Clayton G. Coleman remarked, "the
salt lake is mainly valuable for the deposit and continual formation of chloride of sodium, large quantities of which are continually taken therefrom by
citizens of the country and hauled away."15 Nearly twenty years later, H. V.
Nye, Examiner of Surveys for the New Mexico Surveyor General's Office,
found virtually the same situation with regard to La Salina:
There is a large deposit of salt in this lake, which salt is in large
demand by Mexican sheep men for many miles around. There are
thirteen other salt lakes either partly or completely in this township.
None of these deposits, however, are of sufficient depth to be of any
commercial value. 16
Pedro V. Gallegos, former rancher and store owner in Villanueva, San Miguel
County, recalled journeying to the lake. In 1927 the teenaged Gallegos accompanied his father and two uncles on the four-day roundtrip to La Salina
to obtain salt. They left early in October with four wagons and angled across
the country to Willard, where they turned back east to La Salina. Dipping
into the lake's shallow water with perforated buckets, the men drained and
loaded salt into sacks that were then piled onto the wagon beds. From the
edges of the lake came the dark salt, saltierra, for livestock; from out in the
lake came the fine, white table salt. Gallegos remembered that the "lake
was full around with horses and wagons." The Gallegos men met other
ranchers on their way to or from the lake. People from all over the country
were going to get their year's supply of salt. There is a hint in Gallegos's
account of underlying tension between the Hispanic ranchers and Anglo
American farmers who had begun settling in the Estancia Valley in the
1880s. Somewhat cryptically he said, "usually the old timers [on their way to
get salt] just stayed away from people and noises and all that stuff."17
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A decade after the salt harvesting trip narrated above, access to La Salina
operated on a very different basis. Gallegos's neighbor in Villanueva, Isidoro
V. Lucero Jr., made two runs for salt in the late 1930S with a one-and-a-halfton truck. When Lucero arrived at La Salina, workers of the salt company
that now owned the lake already had the salt mounded in three grades under sheds nearby. The dark salt from the edges of the lake, used for livestock, cost about fifty cents a hundredweight. ls
According to Gallegos, things were changing by the 1930S: "Those trucks
startled] coming in. So the wagon deal waskind of slowing down and most
of the'people would rather pay somebody to go." But people kept going to
La Salina: "There was never another place ... , until that thing [the company J was closed;' supposedly due to lack of salt. 19
Unbeknownst to the mostly Hispanic people ofVillanueva, Anton Chico,
Belen, Tome, and other communities who had relied on La Salina for generations was that their ultimate exclusion from free access to the lake had
been set in motion by events in Texas nearly a century before. At the time
that Texas gained independence from Mexico in 1836, the new republic's
legislature took two actions that, in the long run, determined who could
and could not obtain salt from La Salina. First, by means of the Boundary
Bill of 1836, the Republic of Texas laid claim to all Mexico's territory north
and east of the Rio Grande all the way to the river's source in present-day
Colorado. zo The asserted boundary included most of the populated places
in the Mexican state of Nuevo Mexico: Albuquerque, Bernalillo, Santa Fe,
Santa Cruz, Taos, Las Vegas, Pecos, and Galisteo. Clearly, the claim was a
long-distance land grab. Nuevo Mexico had not joined in the Texas rebellion, the battles for independence took place exclusively in south-central
Texas, and Texan political or military personnel were not present in Nuevo
Mexico. When Texas was admitted to the United States in 1845, thatpreposterous claim was legitimized by the federal government and then served as
a pretext for war with Mexico. The U.S.-Mexico War ended in 1848 with
cession of New Mexico and California to the United States, which made it
ambiguous whether the most populous part of New Mexico's territory was
now part of Texas. Situated in the midst of territory legally disputed by New
Mexico and Texas was La Salina.
The second step taken by the Republic of Texas that had eventual bearing on ownership of and access to La Salina was inclusion of Section 10 in
the General Provisions article ofTexas's 1836 constitution. Section 10 stated,
"Every head of a family [who is a citizen of the Republic J shall be entitled
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to one league and labor of land; and every single man of the age of seventeen and upwards, shall be entitled to the third part of one league ofland."2!
In 1845 Texas was admitted to the Union as a state. The constitution that
established the government of Texas recognized the same "headright" for
every head of household and every single, adult male citizen until July 1847.22
Under these provisions, on 5 January 1846, Simon Prado, a single man,
swore before the chief justice of Bexar County, Texas, that he had "arrived
in the Republic of Texas previous to the 1st October, A.D., 1837 ... and
[had] resided in the same three years, and performed all the duties required
of him as a citizen." As a result, Prado was granted a headright certificate,
number 169, entitling him to 640 acres ofland (fig. 1).23 To redeem the certifi7
cate for land, the holder would need to have a property ofrequisite size
surveyed somewhere within the limits of the state of Texas.
Historian Thomas L. Miller wrote, "The words 'land' and 'fraud' were
almost synonymous in Texas. It began when Texas first began issuing land'
certificates."24 He quoted the first Texas land commissioner (1837-184°) as
saying "that frauds have been practiced in procuring the [headright] certificates from the Board of Land Commissioners must be evident to all."25
Whether fraud was involved in Prado's claim is not certain, but his action
immediately after receiving the certificate certainly raises that possibility.
Later in the day on 5 January 1846, perhaps only minutes later, Prado sold
his headright certificate for fifty dollars to a man named George VOSS.26 Between then and 1851, Prado's headright changed hands twice more, to Arnold
Henckel and then to Henry Volcker. 27 Neither Voss nor his two successors
redeemed the certificate by conducting a survey. Before that succession of
transfers concluded, Prado sold his headright certificate a second time, on 3
November 1849, to Isaiah A. Paschal for forty dollars. 28
Paschal was a lawyer and native of Georgia who had moved to San Antonio in 1845. He was elected to the Texas State Legislature in 1857 and is said
to have been a well-known land speculator. 29 Paschal was probably aware in
early 1850 that the U.S. Congress would soon vote to truncate Texas's western territorial claim at the 103d meridian, thus securing for New Mexico
what is now its eastern half. Clearly, he was also aware of the potentially
valuable salt deposit known as La Salina within the territory about to be
excluded from Texas sovereignty.
Paschal's knowledge on both of these points was made manifest in early
1850 when, on the basis of Headright Certificate no. 169, close relative George
W. Paschal (also a lawyer and recent Texas immigrant) had 640 acres of
land surveyed "on the table land or plain between the Rio Grande and the
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FIG. 1. SIMON PRADO, HEADRIGHT CERTIFICATE, NO.

(Courtesy Texas General Land Office)
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Pecos River ... as to cover and include said salt lake [La Salina]."3o As later
confirmed by the New Mexico surveyor general, Paschal's one-square-mile
La Salina Grant did include all of the salt lake except its extreme northern
and eastern shores (fig. 2).31
How Paschal became aware of La Salina remains something of a mystery. The most likely possibility is that he heard about the salt lake from
Spruce M. Baird or one of his colleagues. In 1848 in order to bolster Texas's
territorial claim, the state legislature created Santa Fe County, which embraced most of present eastern New Mexico. To establish Texas's administrative presence in the new county, Baird was dispatched as judge of a Texan
Santa Fe District Court. In the town of Santa Fe, Baird met a cool, if not
hostile, reception. Frustrated in his attempt to open a Texas court in Santa Fe,
Baird devoted some time to assessing the natural resources of the region. 32

FIG. 2. PLAT OF THE SALT LAKE OR LA SALINA GRANT

(Courtesy Archive of the New Mexico State Office of the U.S. Bureau
of Land Management)
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On 7 December 1848, he and seven associates addressed a letter to Texas
secretary of state Washington D. Miller, applying for a concession to operate salt extraction from "some salines or salt lakes which the undersigned
are induced to believe might be made a source of considerable income ...
situated between the Rio Grande and the Puerco [Pecos]."33 The aspiring
entrepreneurs did not know the precise locations of the salt lakes at the
time, but it is extremely likely that what they had heard included La Salina
and the Guadalupe Peak salt lakes much farther south. They noted that
"there are other salines yet we are informed they cannot compete with the
salines referred to in the facilities of making and the quality of salt."34 The
group felt justified in their request to take control of the lakes because "under existing circumstances they [the salt lakes] are almost entirely useless to
the population of the United States but are used extensively and almost
exclusively by the citizens of Mexico and hostile Indians."35 Furthermore,
"they [the Mexicans and Indians] get it [the salt] without paying any consideration whatever by going in companies sufficient for self protection against
the Indians."36 Although Paschal was not one of Baird's associates in the
proposed venture, it seems likely that he first learned of La Salina either
directly from that group or through the circulation of their correspondence.
Baird soon reconsidered his proposal concerning the salt lakes. He wrote
a letter to Texas governor P. Hansborough Bell on 27 February 1850 with
recommendations:
There should be laws declaring and perpetuating the Mexican laws in
regard to irrigation, mining, and herding cattle. These things seem small
and unimportant to us; but with a people who cultivate by irrigation,
have no fences, and are fond of mining, they are all important. ... The
salines should also be declared free to all citizens of Texas, for they
likewise have always been so [in Mexico]. These and the wood are
perhaps two matters of more importance to them than all others. 37
Baird had realized that Texas appropriation of the important and widely
used La Salina resource would only further antagonize the people of New
Mexico and negate any chance that remained to confirm Texas's claim to
Santa Fe County. He detailed his position:
I was induced in connection with some gentlemen to apply to the
government of Texas for a contract, to be regulated by the legislature,
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for those salines. I was not apprised at the time of the importance of
these salines to those people, and how dear they held the privilege of
using them .... There is nothing that those people would rather
surrender, than the free use of the wood and salines ... the deprivation
of their free use would have been sufficient to have raised a revolution
in that country under the Mexican dominion. 38
His change of heart was too late, however, as the Paschals were already
moving to convert La Salina into a private salt mine.
Before the Paschals could enjoy the anticipated benefits of a corner on
north-central New Mexico's salt supply, Volcker came forward with proof
that he and not Paschal had the legitimate right to Prado's headright certificate. The clerk of the Bexar County Court agreed and, with the stroke of a
pen, Volcker became ostensible owner of La Salina. He had no apparent
design of his own to acquire that particular property.19
No evidence has yet come to light of any attempt by Volcker to physically take possession of La Salina or to restrict public access to the lake: The
annual salt harvest continued as before. In fact people of New Mexico almost certainly knew nothing of the paper transactions that had gone on in
San Antonio, Texas. However, when Volcker died, apparently in the late
1880s, his relative Eliza Volcker, acting as administrator of his estate, may
have tried to take physical possession, which met with some resistance. 4o
What form that resistance took is unknown, but Eliza Volcker appealed to
the U.S. Congress to ratify the title, which would acknowledge the rights of
Henry Volcker's heirs to La Salina. On 1 October 1888, a private bill was
passed into law during the first session of the Fiftieth Congress, confirming
the title of "the heirs, assigns, or legal representatives of Henry Volcker,
deceased ... to six hundred and forty acres of land situated in the Territory
of New Mexico, being the tract of land located by virtue of a certificate,
numbered one hundred and sixty-nine, of the second c1ass."4! The New
Mexico surveyor general was directed to contract for a survey to relocate the
section in question, which was completed in June 189°.42
Still, apparently no restrictions were placed on public access to La Salina,
and the Volcker heirs must have taken little further interest in the lake. Or,
if they did, they may have learned of the traditional status of the lake as a
public resource. At any rate, they seem to have abandoned the property. In
1905, when the property taxes on the La Salina Grant were declared delinquent, A. J. Green paid the overdue taxes and was granted title to the lake.

50 ~

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 83, NUMBER I

By 1916 the Willard Salt Lake Company, owned by Mr. and Mrs. Julius
Meyer, held title to the grant. 4J Again, little if any commercial activity seems
to have taken place atthe lake, and public use continued unabated. On 10
April 1919, the Estancia News-Herald reported the latest activity: "I. C.
Sanchez, manager of the New Mexico Salt Refining Company was here
Tuesday and made a trip out to the lake. Work will begin soon at the lake,
and the prospect is for a very profitable year, as the demand for salt is even
greater than was expected."44
From 1921 to 1940, German Centers and De Lucio Aragon Swartz controlled the grant, either alone or in partnership. That period ended with
ownership of the La Salina Grant embroiled in court proceedings. In May
1941, the legal difficulties were resolved, but the lake continued to change
hands frequently. The succession of ownership was H. C. Pogue, W. E.
Doolin, Carl B. Custer, and Frank Moser. 45
The multiple changes in private ownership of the lake between 1905 and
the middle 1940S indicate possible chronic difficulties for the owners, perhaps in developing the salt lake as a commercial producer or in barring use
of the lake to the many New Mexicans who habitually had annual recourse
to it for salt. Apparently not until Swartz in the late 1930S or Pogue in the
early 1940S did any owner successfully demand and receive payment for salt
from La Salina. This is confirmed by Lucero's statement referred to earlier.
Although violence apparently never developed over the issue of access to
La Salina, all evidence points to a widespread and persistent refusal by the
mostly Hispanic users of La Salina salt to recognize any private claim to the
lake. By the 1940S, commercial block salt, imported from outside New
Mexico, was available cheaply from such outlets as Gross-Kelly Company
in Las Vegas and the nearby Estancia Lumber Company. The availability of
relatively cheap salt combined with changing attitudes of New Mexico's
rural populace-now increasingly integrated into an economy based on cash
exchange and wage labor- resulted in an essentially peaceful, if protracted,
transition to private ownership of La Salina. According to Jacob Langley,
who made the week-long trip from his home in La Lorna to the Estancia
Valley salt lakes in the 1930S, the trips had stopped for several reasons: "cheap
salt from Carlsbad after the War [World War II], many fences blocking the
way, and a large company bought the land that included the lake."46
The transfer of salt lakes into the private domain was not always a peaceful endeavor. For instance within the former Mexican state of Nuevo Mexico,
the bloody conflict known as the El Paso Salt War erupted in 1877 when a
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lawyer named Charles Howard, together with a number of other newcomers to West Texas, sought to take control of the salt lakes near Guadalupe
Peak, east ofEl Paso. Hispanic residents of the Rio Grande Valley below El
Paso were forcibly prevented from hauling salt from the lakes upon which
much of their livelihood depended. Several murders resulted, including
that of Howard himself. Intervention by the U.S. Army and Texas Rangers
finally imposed privatization of the salt lakes and ended the militancy of
Hispanos from San Elizario and other Rio Grande Valley towns on both
sides of the international border. 47
Not directly related to salt but much closer to La Salina was the Battle of
Estancia Springs. In 1883 principals and employees of the Bonanza Development Company, following a court ruling in their favor, sought to eject Manuel
B. Otero from his horse ranch at Antelope Springs, not many miles from La
Salina. After one uneventful meeting that followed between Otero and James
G. Whitney of the development company, Otero returned from his home in
Los Lunas with an armed group of supporters. A gun battle ensued in which
Otero and Alex Fernandez, brother-in-law of Whitney, were killed. As more
and more supporters of Otero gathered, warfare threatened to break out. Due
to the growing mob, the development company people were spirited away to
Santa Fe. The company, however, maintained possession of the disputed property until the early 189os, when "the Grant Commission finally threw the
Antonio Sandoval Grant [upon which the company's claim was based] out
and settlers were allowed to file on the land."48
The Battle of Estancia Springs, the El Paso Salt War, and other such
instances when outsiders controlled land use and access to essential resources
doubtless had a chilling effect on those Nuevo Mexicanos who were inclined toward violent defense of their traditional, universal access to places
like La Salina. Mter 1880 an influx of Anglo American farmers and ranchers, steeped in pervasive notions ofprivate property, moved into New Mexico
in general and the Estancia Valley in particular. At the same time, Hispanos
increasingly migrated to towns and cities.
The combination of those circumstances meant that, over time, fewer
and fewer people, as a percentage of New Mexico's rural population, cared
about traditional rights of access to salt. Thus, closing La Salina in the 1930S
elicited a very different response than did blocking access to the Guadalupe
Peak salt lakes in the 1870s. The threat to La Salina could no longer galvanize organized resistance. For most New Mexicans, private control of La
Salina in the 1930S was not seen as either an economic or cultural threat.
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Still, Gallegos's statement quoted earlier suggests that individual salt gatherers may have continued for years to surreptitiously gather salt at La Salina,
even in the face of attempts at privatization.
The cases of La Salina, the Guadalupe Peak salt lakes, and the Tularosa
Basin salt deposits (closure of which was also threatened in the 1870s) demonstrate the wholesale assault made by Anglo American newcomers in the
late nineteenth century against what most Nuevo Mexicanos had taken for
granted to be natural and self-evident legal institutions for dealing with their
resources. The assault was not the product of consciously concerted action;
rather it came about through the rapid physical penetration of New Mexico
by a group that broadly shared conceptions of land tenure and use of resources that proved to be at odds with those that had prevailed in New Mexico
for hundreds of years.
The tension surrounding the salt lakes does not imply an absolute opposition between Hispanos and Anglos in New Mexico on the subject ofresources.
As the case of La Salina shows, there were Hispanos who espoused and defended privatization ofsalt lakes. Likewise, there were Anglos, including even
Baird, who supported community control and universal access to the resource
of salt. Nevertheless, the issue of access to salt was widely seen as one of the
raw spots between the ethnic groups. The conflict over natural resources is
one of countless examples from around the world that can be connected to
the spread of capital economy in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. In
New Mexico, capitalism was spearheaded and catalyzed by an entrepreneurial class of Anglo Americans, often in alliance with members of a corresponding class among Nuevo Mexicanos. Deep-seated cultural differences between
agents of development and the bulk of New Mexico's population manifested
as long-lived and widespread economic conflicts.
Nevertheless, it is rare today to find a person, even in the Estancia Valley
or the neighboring communities that depended for centuries on the valley's
salt, who knows of the existence of La Salina, much less its history-the
persistent attempts to make it a private mine and the resolute, unorganized
actions by which it was kept public and available to all New Mexicans for
roughly a century.
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Protestants, Catholics, and the State
THE ORIGINS OF PUBLIC EDUCATION IN TERRITORIAL
NEW MEXICO,

1846-1912

Jon Wallace

F

or several weeks in the winter of 1891, the Santa Fe Daily New Mexican
had been carrying reports on the activities of the territorial legisla-

ture then in session. Most of these pieces made for pretty dull reading, des~ribing, often in impenetrable legal jargon, the bills before the legislature
and the interminable procedural motions accompanying their progress. However, on 12 February 1891, the paper printed a compelling piece on the passage of an education bill, "An Act Establishing Common Schools in the
Territory of New Mexico, and Creating the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction." The bill, which provided for substantial ':lpgrades of New
Mexico's public schools, had been pushed through the legislature by Republican Party boss Thomas B. Catron and signed into law earlier in the day by
New Mexico governor L. Bradford Prince. The newspaper article included
an excerpt from a speech the governor had made to the legislature:
I can not refrain from congratulating you [the legislature] and all the
people of New Mexico on this most important and auspicious event,
which constitutes an era in the history of the territory, will attract
thousands of intelligent immigrants to our soil, and above all will
insure to every one of our children the blessings of an education which
is the key to a prosperous and happy life. 1
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New Mexico's public school system is, indeed, one of the most important
legacies from the territorial era. In later years, Prince and the 1891 law would
get most of the credit for establishing a system of nonsectarian public schools
in New Mexico. z
This article is a comprehensive examination of how a major American
institution, the public school, was integrated into Hispanic New Mexico. It
draws together diverse, earlier lines of investigation in an effort to delineate
the full range of forces that produced a fledgling school system under exceedingly difficult circumstances. This discussion covers the early efforts to start
schools as the process unfolded after the U.S.-Mexico War; the roles of the
Protestant and Catholic churches and territorial government; the economic,
military, political, and cultural barriers to public schools; and the contributions of influential leaders in education. The establishment of public schools
in New Mexico was a long and torturous process that involved a complicated
interplay among political, economic, religious, and culhual forces and a vigorous exercise of individual initiative. This process was unique in comparison
to the establishment of schools in the surrounding states and territories.
The passage of the 1891 law brought no sudden school-building boom to
the territory, contrary to the implications of Prince's comments. In fact many
schools already existed; 450 public schools enrolled approximately eighteen
thousand pupils at the time. 3 In the previous twenty years, some children in
more populated areas had been attending public schools or, significantly,
the more prevalent parochial schools.
New Mexico's unique social and political environment made starting
schools complicated. Unlike the other western regions at the time ofAmerican occupation, New Mexico (which originally encompassed Arizona and
the southeastern corner of Colorado) was home to a 25o-year-old Catholic,
Hispanic society that constituted the majority of the population throughout
the territorial period. Hispanics acquired considerable political influence
in the American territorial government. However, they possessed no tradition of government-supported public education and had limited financial
resources to support schools during the Spanish and Mexican periods. The
impetus for starting schools would be left to a small, dedicated group of
Anglo American and Hispanic educational leaders.
By the mid-nineteenth century, most Americans, like Governor Prince,
had come to regard public schools as an undisputed benefit, a birthright
even, of their democratic heritage. American schools had a two-fold program of secular instruction and moral reinforcement aimed toward produc-
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ing responsible, informed, patriotic citizens necessary for the survival of the
republic. 4 In New Mexico, the Anglo American minority understood that
schools could help "Americanize" the conquered Hispanic people. 5 As they
evolved in the United States, the tax-supported common schools were graded
(grades 1-8), coeducational institutions with a fixed curriculum of the three
Rs (reading, 'riting, and 'rithmetic) augmented with grammar, geography,
and American history. Since the founding ~f the republic, the public schools
had been, in principle, nonsectarian. Protestant orthodoxy, however, was
generally embedded in their curriculum, reflecting America's dominant
religious orientation. Bible reading in class was not uncommon. This practice became a point of contention in New Mexico and was the basis for the
Catholic Church's opposition to the nonsectarian public schools as introduced by Anglo Protestants.
The establishment of New Mexico's schools has often been seen as the
outcome of a relatively straight-forward, albeit drawn out, political process,
as Prince implied. Specifically, this enterprise involved a contest between
the Catholic Church and the elite establishment over the imperatives for
statehood. From this perspective, the turning point came when politicians
and influential businessmen like Prince and Catron came to a consensus
over the desirability of statehood. To realize this goal, New Mexico would
have to overcome reservations in the U.S. Congress about its readiness for
this step. These doubts were based largely on a cloudy Congressional vision
of New Mexico as an alarmingly foreign and unchanging land, where Catholicism, widespread illiteracy, and lack of English-language skills were
holding up the desired Americanization. To meet one of the prerequisites
for statehood, the territory had to rectify the shortcomings of its manifestly
inadequate schools. For their part, territorial politicians would need to pass
more effective school legislation, which, of course, would include new taxes.
To this end, they would have to overcome the powerful, long-standing opposition of the Catholic Church to nonsectarian schools. 6
Much of this depiction is indisputable. The quest for statehood acted
as a powerful catalyst for establishing schools, but this impetus worked in
the presence of other important forces. The significant role of the churches
occupies a large part of the following discussion. They pioneered the building of schools where few existed. These Roman Catholic and Protestant
institutions were the first schools in New Mexico to serve a sizable student population. 7 The early, rather modest systems of parochial schools
paved the way for the public schools that followed. Although Catholics
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and Protestants competed bitterly, their schools may be seen as transition
institutions that expedited the introduction of American educational ideas
and practices into the remote territory. While public schools were in some
respects an outgrowth of the earlier parochial systems, the Catholic Church's
steadfast resistance to nonsectarian public facilities may have delayed their
development. Many other considerations - military, economic, and politicalcan better explain the relatively late development of public education that
so plagued statehood advocates in New Mexico than the obstinacy of the
Catholic Church.
The public school issue, culturally and politically, was in fact part of a
larger cultural contest: the acrimonious Catholic-Protestant battle for the
religious allegi-ance of Hispanic New Mexico. In the end, the Catholic
Church successfully fended off the Protestants' missionary crusade and retained the bulk of its membership. Although Catholic leaders feared and
despised nonsectarian schools, they ultimately failed to block their creation.
In New Mexico, the Anglo American vision of education overlaid a preexisting Spanish framework. In 1812 prominent New Mexico land owner
Pedro Baptista Pino decried the lack of public schools in a report on conditions in the province for the king of Spain. He noted that only families that
could afford a private schoolmaster could obtain an education for their children. He also informed the king that the lack of any "school for higher
studies" had brought distress to the fathers of "sons with an inclination to
study science" because doctors, surgeons, and pharmacists were sorely
needed. Representing New Mexico at the royal Cortes in Cadiz, Spain,
Pino requested both elementary and higher-level schools. 8 The Spanish
crown never took any action in response to his petition.
Schools started in New Mexico only through the hands-on efforts of energetic, able, and dedicated educational leaders. An isolated, hostile, and
economically undeveloped land posed unique challenges and demanded
an enthusiastic approach. Many leaders were connected with the various
churches; some became well-known figures in New Mexico history. Starting in the Mexican era and continuing into the territorial period, the controversial Taos priest Padre Antonio Jose Martinez operated the most notable
of several small independent schools. Alumni from that institute included
several future Hispanic religious and politicalleaders. 9 It was coeducational,
which was unusual at the time. Martinez, a lover oflearning and books and
an expert on Catholic canon law, was a particularly well-qualified teacher.
He also acquired and operated the first printing press in New Mexico, using
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it to print his own textbooks. 1O His efforts to educate New Mexico's children
prevailed under exceedingly difficult conditions.
Martinez was not the only native New Mexican who actively promoted
education. Donaciano Vigil, a former military officer and advisor under
Mexican governor Manuel Armijo, strongly advocated for schools on the
political front. He was appointed the first secretary of New Mexico under
the Kearny Code imposed during the u.s. military occupation and assumed
the governorship in 1847 upon the assassination of Gov. Charles Bent. II Later that year,
Vigil introduced the issue of education in a
speech to the first New Mexico legislature.
He argued that an educated populace would
be necessary for the success of the democratic government then forming and advocated publicly supported schools open to all:
If our government here is to be
republican-if it is to be based on
democratic republican principles, and if
the will of the majority is one day to be
the law of the land and the government
of the people, it is most important for
this will to be properly exercised. The
people must be enlightened and
instructed ... that every man should be
able to read, to inform himself of
passing events and of matters important
to his country and government. 12

DONACIANO VIGIL

Vigil, New Mexico's second
governor under the Kearny Code
and a territorial.legislator, was a
steadfast and outspoken supporter
of nonsectarian public schools.
His beliefs were shared by several
other influential Hispanic

politicians. (Photograph by
Unfortunately, Governor Vigil had little real
Albright Art Parlors, courtesy
power at the time, and his words seemingly
Palace of the Governors, Santa Fe,
fell on deaf ears. When New Mexico later neg. no. 011405)
became a U.S. territory, he remained prominent and was influential in public affairs. He also continued to be a steadfast supporter of free nonsectarian public education, believing that the
Catholic clergy had exploited the ignorance ofthe populace and suppressed
educational opportunityY This sentiment would be echoed repeatedly. in
the coming decades, by both Anglo American and Hispanic politicos.
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The federally appointed officials of early territorial New Mexico believed
that the education problem extended well beyond the church hierarchy.
They could not understand the apparent indifference of the greater Hispanic populace to education. In 1856 an educational tax bill was passed by
the legislature and then put before the people of four largely Hispanic counties (Taos, Rio Arriba, Santa Ana, and Socorro); the popular referendum
was defeated by a vote of 5,016 to 37. 14 The resulting frustrations of the Anglo
political leaders were summed up by New Mexico territorial secretary (and
acting governor for a time) W. W. H. Davis:
This great enmity to schools and intelligence can only be accounted
for as follows: that the people are so far sunk in ignorance that they are
not really capable of judging of the advantages of education. From this
result the cause of education has but little to hope for from the popular
will, and the verdict shows that the people love darkness better than
light.J5
Although this statement was biased, Davis was essentially right on one
point. Martinez's efforts notwithstanding, the greater Hispanic populace had
had almost no exposure to schools of any kind. An impoverished electorate
could hardly be expected to tax itself for an institution that it knew little
about and, heretofore, had not missed. The political process thus failed to
provide public schools at this time. For the next two decades, the defeat of
this referendum would be cited by statehood opponents as one reason for
denying New Mexico entry into the Union.
In the nearby states of Colorado, Arizona, and Oklahoma, Anglo American settlers controlled the legislatures from the beginning. These states established publicly supported schools with relatively little fuss, although no
earlier than in New Mexico. Colorado became a territory in 1861, and the
first county public school systems were in operation by 1867. Statehood
followed quickly in 1875. In 1876 over twelve thousand children were enrolled in public schools, representing more than half the school-age population. Oklahoma became a territory in 1890. The new territorial legislature
immediately set up a system of public schools, and by 1891 ten thousand
pupils were in attendance, nearly half the school-age population. Arizona
was split off from New Mexico and became a territory in 1863. Public schools
came into existence in the early 1870S, the same time as New Mexico. In
1880 over four thousand children were enrolled, about 60 percent of the
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school-age population. 16 The situation in New Mexico was not as bleak as
Davis had painted it. The Catholic Church was already setting up parochial schools.
The prospects for education had already begun to change with the arrival of Bishop Jean Baptiste Lamy in 185LHe was sent to Santa Fe as part of
a Catholic administrative reorganization following the American takeover
in 1848. A refined, well-educated and
energetic Frenchman of a Puritanical bent, Bishop Lamy was horrified
by what he saw as ignorance, incompetence, and prevalent corruption in
the native New Mexican clergy. He
would address this problem in part
by importing as replacements a cadre
of well-trained French priests, whose
numbers grew steadily over the years.
At the same time, Lamy immediately
began the process of establishing
schools with multiple purposes: train
native New Mexican clergy, revive a

BISHOP JEAN BAPTISTE LAMY OF
SANTA FE

Lamy established the first school
system in New Mexico in 1853.
His Catholic parochial facilities
offered instruction at the
primary, secondary, and college
levels. (Photograph courtesy
Palace of the Governors, Santa
Fe, neg. 110. 009970)

flagging religious spirit, increase the
general level of religious knowledge,
and raise morality in the territory.17
When the bishop came to fully understand the problems he faced,
Americanization also became one of
his goak l8
With great difficulty, Lamy brought
west four teaching nuns of the Sisters ofLoretto to start a school for girls
in Santa Fe. 19 The school opened in

1853 in the bishop's private residence
with the support of funds allocated for his personal use. The pupils, ten
boarding students and twenty-one day students initially, were "instructed in
ancient and modern languages, music, drawing, and other branches of a
useful and polite education."20 In 1859 the bishop enlisted a contingent of
Christian Brothers from France to take over a similar boy's school, starting
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with thirty boarding and one hundred fifty day students. 21 This school evolved
into St. Michael's College (now the College of Santa Fe). The bishop also
brought in members of the Sisters of Charity and the Sisters of Mercy to
open additional schools, and in 1867 he welcomed the first of several groups
ofJesuit priests. 22 A decade later, the Jesuit community founded Jesuit College, the territory's second Catholic college, in the rapidly growing town of
Las Vegas, New Mexico. 23 From this beginning grew a small but significant
system of Catholic parochial schools in New Mexico in which religious
instruction was infused into every subject. Under Lamy the Catholic Church
briefly became the dominant force for education in the territory. By 1891
Catholics had a network of seventeen schools, located mostly in New
Mexico's larger towns, serving over twenty-eight hundred pupils, some of
whom even came from outside the territory to attend the colleges. 24

As Lamy was establishing his diocese, Protestant missionaries began to
arrive in New Mexico. Coming initially to serve the resident U.S. Army,
they perceived in the lack of public schools an opportunity to advance their
missionary cause with Hispanic Catholics. 25 In the years after the Civil War,
these men and women opened numerous churches and schools throughout the territory. For these missionaries, Protestant proselytizing included
Americanization. 26 The way to start was to focus on the children; schools
would be a tool for converting a reluctant populace. A Presbyterian missionary teacher described the strategy succinctly: "Where the preacher can
not go the teacher may, and with her loving service and ready sympathy win
the love and confidence of the people."27
The Protestant day schools, many of which were located in small towns
and villages, were coeducational, unlike their Catholic counterparts. Like
the common schools of the East, their eight-grade curriculum was based on
the three Rs with English added. Enrollment ranged from thirty to seventyfive or more pupils, and the schools often operated for nine months of the
year. In addition boarding schools, sometimes run in conjunction with the
day schools, taught household, agricultural, and trade skills. 2B Unmarried female teachers were the norm. They generally lived under primitive conditions in an unfamiliar culture and were often the only Anglo Americans in
the vicinity. The more successful of these missionary teachers were tough,
resourceful, and deeply committed to assisting their hosts in living a better
life. 29 In the early years of their schools, reading the Bible (the Protestant King
James version), singing Protestant hymns, and praying-all novelties for Hispanic pupils-were important parts of daily routine. 30 Three Protestant
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denominations - Methodist, Presbyterian, and Congregational- established
significant systems of elementary schools.
The Methodists, whose missionary operations were headquartered in New
York, made a brief appearance in New Mexico in the early 185os. In 1869
they established a permanent foothold under Thomas Harwood, the inspired,
indefatigable, and ever-optimistic superintendent of missions for New
Mexico. Starting his first school in a
renovated chicken house, Harwood
had set up a network of ten schools
extending throughout New Mexico
by 1891. Included in this network was
Albuquerque College, which aimed
largely at educating native New
Mexican pastors. 31 The Methodist
schools served some 350 pupils at a
time. 32
Harwood's duties were demanding. In 1870, hardened by service in
the Union Army during the Civil
War, he traveled "about 10,000 miles
in all" in New Mexico and Southern
Colorado, a decade before the arrival
of the railroads. 33 He would pursue
A Methodist missionary,
that course for the next four decades.
Harwood built a system of
He occasionally carried a pistol for
parochial schools in New
his own protection; on one occasion,
Mexico in 1869. He viewed his
a friend at his side was fatally shot
schools as a vehicle for
after a Christmas party.34 His wife
converting New Mexico's
Emily was a self-possessed, compeHispanic population to
tent,
and well-liked teacher and adProtestantism. (Photograph
ministrator in the Methodist schools
courtesy Palace of the Governors,
who
worked without salary, although
Santa Fe, neg. no. 050137)
her husband could have arranged
one. The reverend often donated a portion of his own salary back to his
churches and schools. 3;
The Presbyterians, whose missionary activities were likewise administered from New York, al~o had a short initial stay in New Mexico prior to
REV. THOMAS HARWOOD
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the Civil War, lasting just a few months in 1849.36 Nearly two decades later,
in 1867, the Rev. David F. McFarland started a church and school in Santa
Fe, employing the first Anglo American woman teacher in New Mexico,
Charity Ann Gaston. 37 The school grew into the Allison School for Hispanic girls. In 1870 Rev. John A. Annin opened a school in Las Vegas. 38
Eventually, the Presbyterians built the most extensive network of parochial
schools of the territorial period. By 1890 they had opened a total of forty
schools serving twenty-four hundred students in New Mexico and southern
Colorado, including their boys' and girls' high schools, and in 1893 they
founded a college in Del Norte, Colorado, for the training of pastors. 39
The Congregationalists founded six common schools in New Mexico. Like
the Methodists and Presbyterians, they sparsely covered the area. They did
take an early lead in starting Protestant secondary schools under the aggressive leadership of Rev. Edward P. Tenney.4o Santa Fe only had Lamy's two
non-coeducational secondary schools until the Congregationalists opened the
Santa Fe Academy in 1878 with sixty-four pupils. A year later, they started the
Albuquerque Academy with twenty-six pupils. In 1880 they opened academies
in Las Vegas and Trinidad, Colorado, and a college in El Paso, Texas, similar
to the Presbyterian establishment in Colorado. 41 As of 1891, some fourteen
hundred pupils were enrolled in the Congregational schools operated by the
New West Educational Commission based in Chicago. 42
Several other Protestant denominations engaged in missionary activities
in New Mexico. The Baptists came and went quickly before the Civil War
and did not establish a school until the early twentieth century. Missionaries from the Episcopal Church and United Brethren in Christ were present
but built few schools. These and other churches had little impact on education in nineteenth-century New Mexico, a reflection of the extraordinary
difficulty of working in the region.
The Protestant day schools were nominally free or charged minimal tuition payable in kind. 43 They were supported largely by donations collected
by their respective missionary societies in the East and augmented by patronage from the more prosperous parents. To conserve resources, the various Protestant churches often cooperated with each other and tacitly agreed
not to encroach on one another's territory; thus, only a single Protestant
church and school would locate in any village or small town. The Protestant schools were the first in the territory to provide an education for children oflower socioeconomic status. In contrast the Catholic schools charged
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a substantial tuition and were regarded by some as elitist. 44 The Protestant
school systems grew steadily until the 1890s.
Under exceptional leadership, the Catholic and Protestant churches built
the first school systems in New Mexico. The situation was not altogether
unique. During the final two decades of the nineteenth century, the Presbyterians created a significant school system in Mormon Utah as well as Indian schools in Arizona and New Mexico. 45
The New Mexico public school system, which followed and profited
from the parochial leadership, got off to a shaky start and needed all the
help it could get. Schools in New Mexico would also develop later than
those in most other parts of the country, if more or less concurrently with
those of the surrounding states. Once firmly established in the 1870s, the
public school system quickly surpassed the parochial systems in size but not
in the quality of education offered.
New Mexico's unique military and economic environment was a factor
in the slow development of public schools in the territory. New Mexico
experienced two extended periods of military occupation. The first, 18461851, lasted from the time the United States took control over the area from
Mexico until territorial status was granted, and the second, 1861-1865, occurred during the American Civil War. The U.S. Army effectively ran the
government during these years and did not promote education. 46 The single
most pressing public issue in these early years, and a major reason for the
continued military presence, was defense against the nomadic Indian tribes
of the region. Armed conflict with these tribes persisted in the Southwest
long after other parts of the country had been pacified. During these years,
other concerns took a back seat to public safety, including education. 47
While federal military expenditures were large by the standards of the
time, money was always scarce at the local level. Before the railroads arrived, the region as a whole was desperately short of hard currency and
plagued by a correspondingly small tax base. A long-running argument
against statehood coming from within the territory was that the tax burden
to support a state government would be too great for New Mexicans to bear. 48
The territorial government often operated with a fiscal deficit, even without
significant school expenditures. 49 When pro-education governor Marsh
Giddings took office in 1871, before any meaningful school legislation had
yet passed, he inherited a territorial debt of seventy-four thousand dollars, a
substantial sum at the time. 5O
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Federal funds available for schools elsewhere did not come to New Mexico
in a timely fashion. Passed by Congress under the Articles of Confederation,
the Ordinance of 1785 provided for school funding in the territories through
the sale or lease of public lands. 51 This legislation assumed that territorial
status would be quickly followed by statehood, so the revenues became available only after statehood had been achieved. The law worked well for several states, providing most of the funding used to establish public schools. 52
In the case of New Mexico, which remained a territory for over sixty years,
the money was unavailable for decades.
Congress repeatedly turned down requests from the territory for direct
federal funding of education aimed at making up the shortfalJ.5J The badly
needed funds became available in 1898 with the passage of the Fergusson
Act, which essentially provided this source of school revenue prior to statehood. 54 Congress had made a similar concession to the territory of Oklahoma in 1891.55 The law was relatively ineffective in the desert Southwest,
which had a shortage of desirable farmland in the public domain with adequate riverfront access for irrigation and clear title. 56 The Fergusson Act
established the first permanent school fund in New Mexico, but as late as

1912, it provided less than 11 percent of school expendituresY
If the New Mexico territorial government had trouble finding resources
for education, so did the churches. Catholic and Protestant churches had
enough resources to promote education but only on a relatively small scale.
Neither faction would ever realize the financial clout to fulfill its dreams.
Both churches suffered from chronic funding and manpower shortages.
Throughout his time in New Mexico, Lamy aggressively imported competent teachers from other parts of the United States, France, and Italy. But
after nearly four decades, his school system was serving only about 6 percent ofthe school-age population. 58 The Protestants fared no better. Harwood
was constantly pleading for funds from a skeptical mission board in New
York, which never grasped the magnitude of his difficulties. The parochial
systems had made a good start, occupying the vacuum created by the lack of
public schools. Even so they never served more than a few thousand children at a time throughout the territorial era. 59
Education for the masses was simply not economically feasible for churchbased systems. Only the territory, as poor as it was by nineteenth-century
standards, could garner the resources to provide common schools on a large
scale. This increased availability, however, was initially achieved at the ex-
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pense of quality education. Under the circumstances, New Mexico would
have been hard pressed to provide widespread public education much earlier than it did. Moreover, Catholic-Protestant conflict over the cultural
role of schools and what they should teach exacerbated the slow pace of
school development and low quality of instruction.
The arrival of the Protestant missionaries triggered an intense battle between the Catholic Church and a multidenominational Protestant establishment, each competing for the religious allegiance of Hispanics. At this time,
Roman Catholicism proclaimed itself as the only true faith and path to salvation. The Catholic hierarchy considered any exposure to Protestant ideas their
parishioners received to be dangerous. The Protestants, on the other hand,
believed their approach to God immeasurably superior and the Catholics
appallingly ignorant and misguided. 60 Reverend Harwood spoke for many
Protestants when he described New Mexico in 1850: "Intellectually, morally,
and religiously it was one of the darkest corners of Christendom."61
The Catholic-Protestant conflict sometimes manifested itself in dramatic
fashion. On a Sunday in November 1853, arrangements were made for
Benigno Cardenes, a one-time priest who had defected to the Methodists
and established a significant following, to preach on the Santa Fe plaza.
According to an account by Rev. E. G. Nicholson, superintendent of the
Methodist Mission in New Mexico, Bishop Lamy attempted to counter the
Methodist service from the pulpit by instructing his parishioners to "stop
their ears, avert their faces, and go immediately home" and ordering the
incessant ringing of the loud bell at his nearby church. Neither ploy worked.
When the open-air Methodist service began sometime after Lamy's Mass
had concluded, a large crowd gathered to hear Cardenes, who proceeded as
planned. 62 This incident illustrates both the unrestrained rivalry between
Catholic and Protestant leaders and the readiness of the greater Hispanic
populace to consider all their options, regardless of church directives. Both
patterns of behavior would carry over into the school debate.
The rivalry intensified when Protestant schools began to appear. In 1874
Reverend Annin reported that his Presbyterian school in Las Vegas had come
under attack by Jesuits:
They have almost broken up our school. The priests have gone from
house to house threatening and denouncing, and the parents of the·
pupils (many of them very ignorant) tremble at the presence of these
holy fathers and dare not go contrary to their commands.... I have
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learned that the public school was broken up by them, so that only two
girls were left. 63
This action mirrored a broader and equally impassioned Jesuit campaign of
resistance againstthe absorption of Catholics into Protestant American culture in genera1. 64
The extreme tactic was largely ineffective. Many smaller villages and
towns had a single, unopposed Protestant school and no resident priest.
The high-handed reforms of Bishop Lamy and his European clergy were
not well received by a substantial part of the Hispanic population; he was
another "Anglo invader" to them. Hispanic families often ignored his admonitions and sent their children to Protestant schools if they were more
convenient than the Catholic institutions. Keen competition between the
two factions contributed to the growth of the parochial systems, limited as
they were. Through this rivalry, the Catholic and Protestant churches introduced many Hispanics throughout the territory to the institution of schools.
Considering the difficulties of actually starting a school, the fact that
public school laws passed by the legislature in 1860, 1863, and 1867 were
largely unenforced is hardly surprising; no funds were appropriated for their
implementation 65 The situation was similar in Colorado, where the earliest
school laws also were never enforced. 66 Reflecting the lack of enforcement
and enrollment, the 1870 census indicated that 80 percent of New Mexico's
inhabitants age ten and over were illiterate. At this time, Anglos constituted
less than 4 percent of New Mexico's population. 67 Over a decade after the
first law, New Mexico had erected only five public schools and thirty-nine
private, mostly parochial, institutions with a total of 1,798 students, 44 percent of them female. 68 In 1870 Gov. William A. Pile, a former Methodist
minister, lamented that there was "no general school law, and not a public
school or school-house in the Territory."69 He chose not to notice the few
existing schools. The seeds of a satisfactory system of territorial schools would
require more than a few ineffectual laws and a trickle of money to grow.
The first meaningful school laws were passed in 1872 by a predominantly
Hispanic legislature with statehood on its mind. 70 In the same session, as
part of a statehood initiative, the legislature approved the Constitution of
1872, which was defeated in a territory-wide referendum and soon forgotten. 7l The school laws; barely mentioned in the press at the time, effectively
established a network of independent county-based school systems. The
schools would be supported by new taxes - the first regular source of school
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income-and placed under an elected board of "supervisors and directors
of public schools" in each county.72 In practice this meant that existing public and private schools could now share in county revenues. The language
of the legislation indicates no sectarian considerations. Territorial politicians lost no time in exploiting the new laws. Stephen B. Elkins, New Mexico
delegate to the U.S. Congress, cited the 1872 laws as evidence of progress in
a speech promoting statehood that attracted considerable attention in Washington, D.C.73 The statehood battle, which would play out in Congress and
the eastern press for the next forty years, had now begun in earnest. Education, accompanied by strong religious undertones, remained a major issue.
While the public schools struggled into existence, the sectarian schools
enjoyed considerable acceptance by New Mexicans. In 1878 the citizens of
Santa Fe and other smaller New Mexican towns contributed generously to
the Christian Brothers for a new college building that was described at the
time as "the largest and most stately building in Santa Fe as well as the
highest adobe building erected in the Southwest."74 Protestant efforts were
likewise well received. In 1894 Presbyterian missionary Matilda L. Allison
described the difficulty at her boarding school for Hispanic girls in Santa
Fe: "I am unable, for want of room ... to receive half the number who
would gladly come."75 New Mexico educators echoed these words repeatedly. In 1902 alone, the Presbyterian Woman's Board of Home Missions
received twelve requests from New Mexico villages for schools where none
were available. Sometimes mothers would move for the winter from their
villages into towns so that their children could attend a Protestant school,
although this option was unavailable to less affluent citizens. 76 As with Catholic institutions, wealthy patrons occasionally made generous contributions
to Protestant establishments,77 Popular indifference to education does not
appear to have played a central role in the slow development of schools.
The Hispanic populace widely accepted that the most important reason
for attending school was to learn English. J. Francisco Chaves, a New Mexico
politician and wealthy landowner; took a broad view of the issue. Recalling
his own youth before New Mexico became part of the United States, he
noted his father's advice upon sending him east to Saint Louis University (a
Jesuit institution): "The heretics are going to overrun all this country. Go
and learn their language and come back prepared to defend your people."78
Chaves took that advice to heart and believed it essential to his success in
later years. He had a long, distinguished political career including three
terms as New Mexico's delegate to Congress and then nearly three decades
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in the territorial legislative council. A strong supporter of education, he was
serving as both president of the council and territorial superintendent of
public instruction when an assassin's bullet ended his life in 19°4- 79
English was useful for obtaining government jobs but was also important for dealing with the government, particularly concerning land ownership. To retain title to land acquired during the Spanish or Mexican periods,
Hispanic landowners were required to prove ownership in American courts,
a process that usually entailed hiring an Anglo American lawyer. A property
owner was liable to lose his land through misunderstanding the legal process or outright fraud; good English skills substantially reduced the risk of
such loss.80
The 1872 education laws launched a significant system of public schools
in New Mexico. A remarkable and perhaps unexpected development also
occurred at that time: priests were frequently elected to county school boards.
Often the best educated residents, priests had participated in running the
few existing public schools. In Bernalillo County, the school board offered
Jesuit priest Donato M. Gasparri the post ofsuperintendent ofschools, which
he declined. 8l The Bernalillo County Jesuits did accept a six hundred dollar
per year allocation to provide free public schooling for some sixty to onehundred boys from November to August. 82 In Santa Fe, county funds were
provided to St. Michael's College for the purpose of educating orphans. s3
The "public" school teachers were often sisters, brothers, priests, and lay
Catholics. 84 Of the twenty-four school districts in Bernalillo County in 1883a decade after the first effective laws-five were under Catholic direction,
fourteen had Spanish-surnamed and presumably Catholic teachers, and five
had no teachers at all. The latter figure indicates the inadequacy of the
public system. ss Bishop Lamy was appointed to the territorial school board
and became its most active member. The Jesuit press located in Las Vegas,
La Imprenta del Rio Grande, supplied most of the textbooks for the territory.86 Protestant influence in these public schools was present; many of the
teachers had attended Protestant schools. 87 Albuquerque Academy, a Congregational institution, and the Allison School trained many teachers. A
Presbyterian missionary teacher at the John Hyson Memorial School in
Chimayo reported that the six nearest public schools were all taught by
former mission school pupils. 88 These early public schools often were decidedly parochial, and not everyone was happy.
For the next twenty years, many politicians and other prominent New
Mexicans would disparage or simply refuse to recognize the new schools.
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As Emily Harwood observed, "The
law is quite a good one, or would be
among Americans.... Our public
schools are nothing more or less than
Jesuit schools."89 Her husband, Reverend Harwood, had turned down the
offer of public funds for the Methodist schools, believing they had no
right to such support. 90 Nevertheless,
the dye was cast, and the sectarian
presence in public schools would
change little in the coming years.
Two decades later in 1894, a Las
Cruces Presbyterian mission teacher
made this assessment:
The Catholics have entire control
of the public school. The sisters
EMILY HARWOOD
.from the convent are the teachers.
Harwood was a Methodist
The Board of Education is
missionary school teacher and
composed of two Mexican
administrator in territorial New
members and the Catholic priest,
Mexico. She and other fellow
is French, the priest being the
who
missionaries helped pave the way
president of the board and really
for New Mexico's public schools.
the head of the school. They are
(Photograph by Charles Bohm,
courtesy Palace of the Governors,
persistent and determined in their
Santa Fe, neg. no. °72321)
work against our schools, but we
hold the most of our old pupils and
a great many new ones have come in. The Mexican people appreciate
our schooPl
The reality was that school al~orities had found a workable improvisation.
Some Catholic schools, considering their work a public service, retained
their parochial identity and received partial support through public appropriation. With modified funding provisions from a law passed in 1884, St.
Vincent Academy in Albuquerque, under contract with the Sisters of Charity, operated as a select boarding school for girls and free public school for
all children. Concurrently, Albuquerque Academy began to receive public
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monies and became, in part, a public school. Both institutions functioned
as free public schools financed by the territory for the first half of the year
(October to December) and then reverted to tuition-charging private academies for the remainder of the school year (January to June ).92 The Catholic
boys' school in Las Vegas, now under the Christian Brothers, operated in a
similar fashion from 1888 until 1890 when the county ran out of money. In
many cases, the county public school systems clearly started from a foundation built by the churches.
During this period, the schools
acquired their first strong, active advocate within the territorial government. In 1873, just as the newly
established school systems needed
. solid government support, William
G. Ritch was appointed territorial
secretary of New Mexico. He supplied an effective antidote to the lack
of enthusiasm in some quarters. A
devout Protestant, Ritch became an
outspoken proponent of nonsectarian
education. 93 Under his leadership, the
New Mexico public school system expanded rapidly in the early 1870s.
The number of public schools exploded in just a few years, quickly
overtaking the church-sponsored
schools in number. The number of
private schools also grew but at a

WILLIAM G. RITCH, SECRETARY OF
NEW MEXICO,

1873-1885

Ritch was an effective promoter of
nonsectarian public schools for
New Mexico. Under his leader-

much slower rate. By 1873, 133 pubship, the territory's public school
lic schools were in place, compared facilities grew rapidly. (Phototo 26 private facilities. 94 Now, 20 per- graph by George C. Bennett,
cent of the school-age population courtesy falace of the Governors,
(ages 5-20) were enrolled in school. Santa Fe, neg. no. 010759)
Of these 7,000 pupils, 5,625 of them
attended a public institution. The number of enrolled children thus quadrupled in a mere three years. The 1873 budget for public schools was comparable to that of the private schools, but the public schools served at least
three times as many pupils. 95
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This rapid expansion of public education was achieved at a price. The
new schools, plagued from the start by insufficient funding, generally suffered from short terms (two to four months), inadequate facilities, and poorly
prepared teachers. Moreover, attendance was not compulsory in New Mexico
or Colorado. 96 No public school existed in Santa Fe as of 1875. In many of
the schools, instruction was in Spanish, as were most of the Jesuit textbooks,
which was an obvious detriment to teaching English. 97 Additionally, parents
registered complaints against some teachers who had received their appointments through political connections and were viewed as poor performers. 98
One northern New Mexico villager described the situation bluntly: "Very
few people would go to the public schools. They just didn't learn, the teachers did not know how to teach, they were not educated."99 A Presbyterian
missionary teacher corroborated this observation:
On examining a young man, to determine in what class he should be
placed, I found that he had little if any knowledge of fractions. I said:
"You haven't been in school for a long time, have you?" He replied,
"No, but I taught [public school] last winter."JOo
The territorial legislators had created a school system that served many more
pupils than before but was substandard and, for many, alarmingly sectarian.
Neither divisive issue would be resolved during the territorial era.
Mter the early 1870S, the fight between Protestant and Catholic parochial schools moved from the villages and towns to the territorial political
arena and changed somewhat. The schools were generally peaceful, with a
growing number of children enrolled, but a long, bitter standoff between
sectarian and nonsectarian advocates played out in the legislature and the
press. IOl By this time, the citizens of New Mexico had progressed beyond the
question of whether schools would be funded. Now they battled over which
schools should receive tax support and whether sectarian instruction had a
place in public schools.
The Catholic Church seemed to favor parallel systems, one Catholic
and the other not, that were both publicly supported. Abp. Jean Baptiste
Salpointe, Lamy's successor, explained this position:
The non-sectarian school is sectarian by the fact that being nonreligious it practically leads to agnosticism - which is contrary to the
convictions and credence of the majority of men.... [I]nstead of

..
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being opposed to the [public school] system, we ask that it should be
extended to our own schools. We do not refuse to adopt a public
system of education, provided it be so arranged so not to conflict with
the religious convictions of the majority in the Territory.... They ...
are taxpayers, they contribute like others to the school fund and this
entitles them, we think, to have a representation in the settlement of
the school question. 102
The secular-Protestant faction favored a single, tax-supported system of nonsectarian public schools, as promoted by Ritch and supported by an aging
Vigil. I03 In the 1876 legislative session, a bill to implement the withdrawal of
public funds from sectarian schools was approved by the Council (the upper house of the legislature) with Chaves and two other Hispanics assenting. The bill was defeated in a fourteen-to-ten vote by the predominantly
Hispanic House of Representatives. 104 The bill was reintroduced in 1878 and
1880 and defeated on both occasions.
Contests over school policy were not limited to New Mexico. While Archbishop Salpointe enjoyed considerable political influence in New Mexico,
he had been powerless as he pressed the same issues in his previous position
as bishop of Arizona. There, where Anglo Protestants were in the majority
by 1870, the legislature created a nonsectarian school system that faced no
serious opposition from any quarter. 105 Debates in the East and Midwest
involved the growing Irish and German Catholic communities. In the late
nineteenth century, John Ireland, archbishop ofSt. Paul, Minnesota, advocated integrating Catholic parochial education into the public schools. 106
The failure of such campaigns led the Church throughout the country to
sponsor parallel systems of Catholic parochial schools, where religious instruction was an integral part of the curriculum. 107
The New Mexico citizenry generally failed to share the passions of either
church officials or politicians. Sectarian or nonsectarian, Catholic or Protestant, they continued to utilize whatever schools were available to their
children. The sectarian aspects of the Protestant schools were neither a significant deterrent nor a draw. While the debate continued, the Presbyterians began to de-emphasize religious instruction in their schools, coming to
appreciate that it offended most Catholic pupils. Some of their schools were
secularized to an extent, although this trend appears to have been a local
option rather than official church policy.108 Meanwhile, the need for stronger school laws did gradually become recognized throughout the territory.
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Unfortunately, the legislature was deadlocked, and a change of administration did not help.
In 1887 and again in 1889, Gov. Edmund G. Ross, the first New Mexico
Democratic governor after the Civil War, proposed comprehensive school
bills. A reformer from Kansas who had been appointed by Pres. Grover Cleveland and a strong proponent of public education, Ross was representative of
a growing Anglo population in the territory who believed in tax-supported
schools. He was quickly gridlocked by the Republican forces of the Santa
Fe Ring. Facing their first serious opposition since the emergence of New
Mexico's political parties and fearful of reform of any kind, the Republicans
vigorously opposed and blocked almost every Ross initiative. His education
bills were strangled by partisan politics. 109
The first bill was problematic on several fronts, and the second, the socalled Kistler bill, was passed in its original form by the predominantly Hispanic territorial House of Representatives. Amendments made in the
Catron-controlled Council rendered the bill unacceptable yo An embittered
Ross described the defeat as "a crime against New Mexico."lll Apparently
many citizens agreed. Political infighting unrelated to education had blocked
the bill's advance. Although Ross's bills were defeated, theyserved as a wakeup call for supporters of New Mexico statehood, who were beginning to
realize that their movement would be repeatedly stalled without a manifestly stronger system of public schools. J12 When the aggressively prostatehood Republican L. Bradford Prince took over the governorship, the
legislature finally took action.
The years of the Prince administration saw a new wave of statehood enthusiasm. 1l3 In 1889 another state constitution was written, but it was fatally
laden with Republican partisan politics and an uncompromising secularschool provision vigorously opposed by Archbishop Salpointe and the Catholic leadershipY4 New Mexico voters decisively defeated that constitution. In
this environment, the 1891 legislature introduced several education bills.
Catron, a domineering taskmaster, used his influence to block everyone
but his own. The 1891 education bill, which passed unanimously, provided
for a territorial board of education, a territorial superintendent of public
instruction with significant oversight responsibilities, certification of teachers, standardization of curriculum, and minimum academic terms of three
months. More significant than those provisions was the new funding. The
counties could now issue bonds to finance the construction ofschool buildings; each district could now own and transfer property, employ special tax
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assessments, and, most importantly,· assess local taxes. This legislation resembled the school laws adopted by nearly every state admitted to the Union
after 1876.115
With the territory's largely Protestant, Anglo population having grown to
28 percent of the total by 1890, the bill acknowledged the continuing twodecade battle in a single sentence: "No sectarian doctrine shall be taught or
inculcated in any of the public schools ofthe city or town."116 Prince astutely.
appointed a Catholic, Amado Chaves, as the first superintendent of public
instruction. Another Hispanic political leader who stood solidly behind
public education, Chaves began the long process of centralizing control
over the schools. 1I7 New Mexico was unique for its high incidence of Hispanic involvement in its school administration. As late as 1902, the state of
Colorado did not have a single Spanish-surnamed school official down
through the level of county superintendent. lIs
The politicians ignored Salpointe, or so it might have seemed. They were
under considerable pressure from Washington to do so. However, no systematic effort was made by either territorial or federal authorities to enforce
the nonsectarian clause, and lawmakers appear to have soon forgotten it.
Although this substantive school legislation was part of a new statehood
campaign, the influence of the territorial economy should not be underestimated. Starting in 1879, the newly arriving railroads efficiently linked New
Mexico with the rest ofthe Union. They greatly expanded the national market
for New Mexico produce while decreasing the price of manufactured goods
imported from the East. The enhanced trade brought about a general increase in prosperity to the territory. A corresponding increase in the tax base
and a growing willingness on the part of the citizenry to support schools
followedY9 Over the decade following passage of the new law, the school
budget increased five-fold while enrollment increased by about 60 percent. 120
In the growing Anglo communities established in the wake of the railroads, public schools assumed much the same character as elsewhere in the
country.121 The public-parochial affiliations in Albuquerque were terminated
after 1891, and public funds were withdrawn from both St. Vincent Academy (Sisters of Charity) and Albuquerque Academy (Congregationalist).lzz
St. Vincent survived as a select girls' school. Albuquerque Academy sold its
fine new building to the board of education. Albuquerque Academy principal Charles E. Hodgin, who had previously taught public school in Indiana, was appointed the first superintendent of public schools in Albuquerque.
The senior teacher was made the first principal of the new high school, and
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a substantial part of the teaching staff was absorbed into the public system. 1Z3
The Congregationalist academies in Las Vegas and Trinidad as well as Albuquerque College (Methodist) soon closed. Hodgin later became an influential professor and administrator at the University of New Mexico. J24
Even with these changes, New Mexico public schools never achieved uniformity during the territorial era.
Notwithstanding the nonsectarian clause, little actually changed with
regard to sectarianism in the schools in some counties. County boards retained considerable autonomy and continued to run their schools as they
saw fit./ 25 The Catholic-Protestant conflict persisted, but it was much diminished from earlier years. The public-sectarian boundary continued to be.so
ill-defined that in some areas Catholic schools still operated as public facilities when tax-generated funds were available to pay teachersY6 The teaching sisters passed the required examinations. Lamy and the Catholic
hierarchy had not yet lost the battle. In some rural, predominantly Hispanic
areas, the various Catholic orders operated and controlled the public schools
into the mid-twentieth century. 127 The divisive issue of Protestantism in the
public schools was thus quietly removed from the spotlight for the moment.
This arrangement was brought to a dramatic end by a New Mexico Supreme Court ruling in 1951, which effectively eliminated the Catholic
Church's involvement with the public schools. J28
During the 1890S, the Protestant mission schools began their slow disappearance. The process would play out over decades. Many Protestant missionaries believed their schools were no longer needed after the introdUction
of public facilities. 129 Unlike the Catholic educators, they did not perceive
great differences between their schools and the new public institutions. In
some remote areas, Protestant institutions remained open where they were
the only schools available. The Protestant secondary boarding schools in
Santa Fe and Albuquerque held their own, at least for a while. The New
Mexico public school system, following the path blazed by the parochial
schools, was truly growing stronger, and one long-standing barrier to statehoodwidespread illiteracy - was beginning to crumble. In the remaining years of
the territory, this development coalesced with an increasingly aggressive
and systematic statehood initiative by territorial political leaders.
The Constitution of 1910, which actually became the state constitution,
paid little attention to schools except for one clause stating that "children of
Spanish descent" could never be denied admission to a public school and
another prohibiting segregated schools for Hispanic childrenYo Not
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altogether unrelated was an additional provision removing any literacy requirement for the right to vote. lJl These were important concessions to the
Hispanic majority in New Mexico but essentially peripheral to the public
school funding issue. The thorough secularization of New Mexico's public
schools would eventually take hold under this new constitution.
The political process failed to pass school laws in 1856; enacted school
laws that were largely unenforced during the years from 1860 to 1867; and
then created a network of poorly funded, substandard, county-controlled
schools in 1872. Following a period of sectarian and political conflict, the
law of 1891 provided increased funding, higher standards, and centralized
oversight for the schools. The influence of the churches was omnipresent.
The Catholic and Protestant parochial schools, under the direction of
extraordinarily talented and dedicated women and men, laid a good part of
the foundation for the public school system. In 1920 Presbyterian teacher
Alice Blake finally closed her school in Trementina. She noted upon this
occasion that the new public school teacher (a native Presbyterian) would
not be allowed to read from the Bible or teach religion, but his work would
otherwise be the same. 132 Similarly, the persistent parochial character of the
public schools in some areas constituted a significant degree of continuity
with the schools conceived and built by Bishop Lamy and his followers.
Lamy had seen the consequences of ignorance and illiteracy when he first
arrived in New Mexico and worked to rectify these conditions throughout
his career. Although many political leaders and Protestant authorities did
not sympathize with his approach, Lamy's vision of what schools should be
and who should teach in them would eventually touch thousands of New
Mexico children. When the Constitutional Convention met in 1910, some
20 percent of the delegates cited St. Michael's College as their alma mater. 133
Despite their small number, the parochial schools were an important
conduit for the flow of public school traditions from the East into New
Mexico. This influence is perhaps most apparent with the Protestant schools.
At the dedication of Albuquerque Academy's Perkins Hall in 1890, Gen.
Sec. Charles R. Bliss emphasized the transfer: "The founding of Albuquerque Academy is only a little wavelet in that mighty tide that had been setting from old England over New England, and toward the slopes of the
Rocky Mountains for the past three hundred years."134 Most of the Protestant teachers, 80 percent of whom were single women and were largely
from the Midwest and Pennsylvania, had attended normal schools in the
East or had taught in public or mission schools elsewhere. ll5 These influen-
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tial teachers, motivated by an abiding religious faith, were conscientious
and thoroughly dedicated to bringing their American educational values to
New Mexico, and their work would be reflected in the public schools. Reverend Harwood wrote, "The interest in the cause of education, awakened
by those [Methodist] schools, is of inestimable value as they show what good
teachers can do and is a stimulant to the public school teachers to prepare
better for their work."l36 The reverend had a vested interest, but in a general
sense he was right
The growth of public schools in New Mexico was a slow but more or less
continuous process starting meaningfully in the early 1870S. Relatively few
in number, the stronger preexisting parochial schools influenced and expedited the early development of public schools by providing trained teachers
and a general model for what schools could be. These schools introduced
innumerable New Mexicans, not just the elite, to learning institutions they
found useful and desirable. Before public facilities were built, elementary

AN ELEMENTARY PUBLIC SCHOOL IN LAS VEGAS, NEW MEXICO,

C. 1890-1900

This class is of typical size and age distribution, having a
preponderance of younger children. Several grades were taught.
simultaneously in the same classroom.

(Photograph cOllrtesy Palace of the Governors, Santa Fe, neg. no. °7°248)
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instruction might have been provided by a Protestant institution with a normalschool trained Anglo American female. Later, after the establishment of
public schools, the pupils might have been taught by a male who was a
former mission school student, imbued with American public school tradition, and possibly using Jesuit-printed textbooks.
The Catholic Church's resistance to nonsectarian schools eventually
collapsed when tacit accommodations were made to adequately address its
concerns. New Mexico turned a blind eye toward continuing parochialism,
at least for a time, and increased educational opportunity where it had long
been all too limited. Literacy rates, a central issue in the statehood deliberations, slowly increased. 137 The extreme conditions that produced territorial
secretary Davis's outcry in 1856 had largely disappeared by 1911, when Washington lawmakers begrudgingly conceded that New Mexico was finally ready
for statehood. By this time, public school enrollment had reached sixty-one
thousand pupils. Sixty-five percent of New Mexico's children were receiving some form of schooling, but still with rather short terms that were typically just three or four months.JJ8
Starting schools in New Mexico was an arduous, uphill battle involving
a broad range of factors: the establishment of an acceptable level of public
safety by the U.S. Army; the emergence of effective educational leaders; the
expansion of the economy; the appearance of church-sponsored initiatives
for educating Hispanic children; the accommodations for conflicting religious traditions that extended into the classroom; the diffusion ofAmerican
common school practices and traditions into the territory; the recognition
by a Spanish-speaking populace of its need for English instruction; the procurement of a degree of federal support; and the coalescence of the statehood movement. Perhaps Governor Prince's ebullient comments about the
~i' significance of the new 1891 education law reflected the wishful thinking
for which he was well known. Widespread illiteracy was gradually erased,
and eventually all New Mexico children would have the opportunity to
attend school. Prince may have been right in the end, although in a way he
could never have envisioned. To paraphrase the governor's remarks in 1891,
a new era in the history of the territory had been initiated.
Notes
1.

2.

"Popular Education," Santa Fe Daily New Mexican, 12 February 1891, p. 4.
Walter John Donlon, "LeBaron Bradford Prince, Chief Justice and Governor
of New Mexico Territory, 1879-1893" (PhD diss., University of New Mexico,

WINTER

2008

WALLACE

-+

83

1967),348; Howard R. Lamar, "Edmund G. Ross as Governor of New Mexico Territory: A Reappraisal," New Mexico Historical Review 36 (July 1961), 206; Howard R.
Lamar, The Far Southwest, 1846-1912: A Territorial History, rev. ed. (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 2000), 79; and Robert Arthur Moyers, "A History of
Education in New Mexico" (PhD diss., George Peabody College for Teachers, 1941),
287. Jane C. Atkins critiques what she sees as an overemphasis of the importance of
this law. See Jane C. Atkins, "Who Will Educate: The Schooling Question in Territorial New Mexico, 1846-1911" (PhD diss., University of New Mexico, 1982), 422.
3. Report of the United States Commissioner of Education, 1890-1891 (Washington,
D.C.: GPO, 1890-91), I, 18. See also Moyers, "History of Education," 293-94;
Robert W. Larson, New Mexico's Quest for Statehood, 1846-1912 (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1968), 172; and Susan M. Yohn, "An Education in
the Validity of Pluralism: The Meeting between Presbyterian Mission Teachers
and Hispanic Catholics in New Mexico, 1870-1912," History of Education Quar-

terly 3! (fall 1991), 354 n. 28.
4. Lawrence A. Cremin, The American Common School: An Historic Conception (New
York: Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, Columbia University, 1951), 21<)-21.

5. Randi Jones Walker, Protestantism in the Sangre de Cristos, 1850-1920 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1991), 30, 46, 53-54. For primary sources
connected with prominent political leaders, see William G. Ritch, illustrated New
Mexico, 4th ed., in Special Reports ofthe Territory ofNew Mexico for the Years 1882
and 1883 (Santa Fe: New Mexican Review Company, 1884), 59-61; and Edmund
G. Ross to I. S. Struble, "Public Schools and Statehood for New Mexico, March

31, 1890," folder 18, box

I,

Edmund G. Ross Papers, 1865-19°7, Center for South-

west Research, University Libraries, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque [hereafter, EGR-CSWR].
6. The achievement of statehood has been described thoroughly by Larson. Public
education, he argues, was one of several important considerations in that political
process. Congress expressed reservations about New Mexico statehood based on its
poor educational resources for over a quarter century. See Larson, Quest for Statehood, 118-19, 149-51, 193-94- In 1889 future New Mexico governor Miguel A. Otero
concluded that New Mexico's inadequate schools precluded statehood. Miguel
Antonio Otero, My Life on the Frontier,

2

vols. (Albuquerque: University of New

Mexico Press, 1939), 2:222-23· For discussions on the conflict between statehood
advocates and the Catholic Church, see Marion Dargan, "The Opposition within
the Territory (1888-1890)," pt. 3 of "New Mexico's Fight for Statehood (1895-1912),"

New Mexico Historical Review 15 (April 1940): 176-84; and Larson, Quest for Statehood, 159-61, 168.
7. The first schools in New Mexico, dating from the Spanish and Mexican periods,
were small, private, more or less ad hoc affairs. They served, with few exceptions, the
sons of the very wealthiest families. Sometimes these little schools were connected
with a parish church and dedicated to preparing boys for the priesthood. During the
period of Mexican rule, a few brief, unsuccessful attempts to start public schools

84 ~

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 83, NUMBER I

were made. See Moyers, "History of Education," 101-39. These schools were supplanted by the centrally administered, parochial schools of the territorial era.
8. Pedro Baptista Pino, Exposici6n sucinta y sencilla de la provincia del Nuevo Mexico,
1812, trans. and ed. Adrian Bustamante and Marc Simmons (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1995), 22-23, 28.
9. Angelico Chavez, But Time and Chance: The Story ofPadre Martinez ofTaos, 17931867 (Santa Fe, N.Mex.: Sunstone Press, 1981) is still widely regarded as the best
biography of Martinez. See also Maurilio E. Vigil, Los Patrones: Profiles of Hispanic Political Leaders in New Mexico History (Washington, D.C.: University Press
of America, 1980), 6-14. A brief discussion of Martinez's school is contained in
Moyers, "History of Education," 131-32.
10. Moyers, "History of Education," 126-27.
11. M. E. Vigil, Los Patrones, 20-33; Donaciano Vigil, "Autobiographical Sketch,"
manuscript, n.d., folder 308, box 7, Donaciano Vigil Collection, New Mexico State
Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe [hereafter DVC-NMSRCA].

12. W[illiam] G. Ritch, The Legislative Blue-book ofthe Territory ofNew Mexico (1882;
repr., Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1968), 98-99; Donaciano Vigil
to W[illiam] G. Ritch, 10 May 1876, folder 3°6, box 7, DVC-NMSRCA; W[ilIiam]
G. Ritch, Comments about Donaciano Vigil, n.d., folder 3°8, box 7, DVCNMSRCA; and M. E. Vigil, Los Patrones, 28.
13. Donaciano Vigil, "Autobiographical Sketch," folder 3°8, box 7, DVC-NMSRCA;
Donaciano Vigil to Antonio Jose Otero, September 1852, Miscellaneous Letters
and Documents, r. 1, box 10, William G. Ritch Papers, New Mexico State Records
Center and Archives, Santa Fe [hereafter WGR-NMSRCA]; Donaciano Vigil,
"History of New Mexico to 1851," folder 308, box 7, DVC-NMSRCA; M. E. Vigil,
Los Patrones, 21; and Mark T. Banker, Presbyterian Missions and Cultural Interac-

tion in the Far Southwest, 1850-1950 (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1993), 31.
14. Lamar, The Far Southwest, 79; Calvin Horn, New Mexico's Troubled Years: The
Story of the Early Territorial Governors (Albuquerque, N.Mex.: Horn & Wallace,
1963), 59-60; and "Historical Sketch of Education in New Mexico," New Mexico
Journal of Education 6 (15 April 1910): H.
15. W[ilIiam] W[atts] H[art] Davis, El Gringo, or New Mexico and Her People (New
York: Harper, 1857), 195 n. This comment, receiving wide dissemination, was later
quoted in Report ofthe Commissioner ofEducation, 1870 (Washington, D.C.: GPO,
1870), 327.
16. Thirteenth Biennial Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction of the State
of Colorado for the Years Ending 1901 and 1902 (Denver: Colorado Department of
Public Instruction, 1902), 133; James M. Smallwood, ed., And Gladly Teach: Reminiscences of Teachers from Frontier Dugout to Modem Module (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1976), 5; and Jed Woodworth, "Public Schooling in
lerritorial Arizona: Republicanism, Protestantism and Assimilation," The Journal
of Arizona History 46 (summer 2005): 107. Into the early decades of the twentieth
century, the Indian populations throughout the United States were provided a different system of schools, supported by federal or church funds.

WINTER

2008

WALLACE

~

85

17. Paul Horgan, Lamy ofSanta Fe, His Life and Times (New York: Farrar, Straus and
Giroux, 1975), 152-53, 181. Horgan's biography is widely regarded as the best overall
treatment of Lamy. For a thoughtful psychological profile and further insights into
Lamy's character as provided by his sermons, see John Baptist Lamy, Archbishop
Lamy: In His Own Words, ed. and trans. Thomas 1. Steele (Albuquerque, N.Mex.:
LPD Press, 2000).
18. Walker, Protestantism in the Sangre de Cristos, 54; and Yohn, "An Education in the
Validity of Pluralism," 351.
19. The original plan included six sisters of the Kentucky-based religious order, with
Lamy personally conducting them across the plains by wagon from Independence,
Missouri. One of the six women died of cholera, and another grew too sick to travel
before the group actually departed.

20. Horgan, Lamy ofSanta Fe, 181.
21. Ibid., 283-84.
22. Ibid., 337-40; and Mary Lilliana Owens, Jesuit Beginnings in New Mexico, 18671882 (El Paso, Tex.: Revista Cat6lica Press, 195°),45-46.
23· Owens, Jesuit Beginnings, 70-71; and Moyers, "History of Education," 215.
24· Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, 1891, r. 72, ff. 16-17,
20-22, Annual Reports of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, Territorial Archives of New Mexico, New Mexico State Records Center and Archives [hereafter
TANM-NMSRCA]; and Moyers, "History of Education," 215.
25· Walker, Protestantism in the Sangre de Cristos, 31-32, 58; and Edward Payson Tenney,
The New West as Related to the Christian College (Cambridge, Mass.: Riverside
Press, 1878),45-47, 54-62 .
26. Walker, Protestantism in the Sangre de Cristos, 28, 36, 54; Banker, Presbyterian
Missions, 11-22; and L. C. Galbraith, "Opportunities for Mexicans," Home Mission
Monthly 24 (November 1909): 6.
27· Home Mission Monthly 19 (November 1905): 6. See also William G. Ritch, "Rev.
David F. MacFarland's Efforts in Santa Fe," Ritch Notebooks, r. 8, WGR-NMSRCA.

28. Walker, Protestantism in the Sangre de Cristos, 32.
29. Les Valentine, "'I Feel as ifI Were on Some Other Planet': The New Mexico Correspondence of Presbyterian Missionary Anna Mary McKee, 1884-1885,"New
Mexico Historical Review 79 (winter 2004): 60-112.
30. Walker, Protestantism in the Sangre de Cristos, 89-106; and Yohn,"An Education
in the Validity of Pluralism," 349-53.
31. Thomas W. Harwood, History of New Mexico Spanish and English Missions of the
Methodist Episcopal Church from 1850 to 1910. In Decades . .. 2 vols. (Albuquerque, N.Mex.: El Abogado Press, 1908-1910), 1:65,2:54-55,2:7332. Albuquerque College was temporarily closed at the time this report was written.
Report of the Superintendent, 1891, 19.
33. Harwood, Spanish and English Missions, 1:71.
34· Ibid., 1:334·
35. Ibid., 1:159-61, 187-88.

86 + NEW MEXICO

HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 83, NUMBER I

36. Ruth K. Barber and Edith J. Agnew, Sowers Went Forth: The Story of Presbyterian
Missions in New Mexico and Southern Colorado (Albuquerque, N.Mex.: Menaul
Historical Library of the Southwest, 1981), 9-15.
37. Ibid.; and Ritch, "MacFarland's Efforts."
38. Barber and Agnew, Sowers Went Forth, 17-22.
39. These statistics do not include data on the Presbyterian Indian Schools. Ibid., 70,
15cr60; Banker, Presbyterian Missions, 97-98; and Report of the Superintendent,
1891, 18-19.
40. Charles D. Biebel, "Cultural Change on the Southwest Frontier: Albuquerque
Schooling, 1870-1895," New Mexico Historical Review 55 (July 1980): 214-15.
41. Walker, Protestantism in the Sangre de Cristos, 44-47; and Atkins, "Who Will Educate," 376-78.
42. Report of the Superintendent, 1891, 17-18, 20.
43· Harwood, Spanish and English Missions, 2:53·
44. In 1865 the Loretto Academy in Santa l<""'e charged a three-hundred-dollar fee, half
payable in advance, for boarding and tuition for a ten-month term. This sum was
substantial for the time. Additional monthly fees were charged for optional instruction in art, music, and French. Horgan, Lamy of Santa Fe, 318. See also Atkins,
"Who Will Educate," 349-50; and Yohn, "An Education in the Validity of Pluralism," 351.
45. Banker, Presbyterian Missions.
46. The first period of occupation is described in Lamar, The Far Southwest, 51-73- A
group of New Mexico political leaders held an unofficial convention in September 1849 and petitioned Congress for a territorial government, decrying, among
other matters, the failure of the army to create any educational facilities. William

A. Keleher, Tunnoil in New Mexico, 1846-1868 (Santa Fe, N.Mex.: Rydal Press,
1952), 38-39, 124-25. The second occupation is covered in Lamar, The Far Southwest, 97-120. The occupation force during the Civil War did little for education;
however, several veterans of that force who remained in New Mexico were instrumental in founding public schools in the southern counties after the war. Darlis A.
Miller, The California Column in New Mexico (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1982), 200-202; and Simon F. Kropp, "Albert J. Fountain and the
Fight for Public Education in New Mexico," Arizona and the West 11 (winter 1969):
341-5 8.
47. Edmund G. Ross, "Memorial of Governor Ross, Presented in the House of Representatives, March 27, 1888, by Hon. A. Joseph," folder 18, box 1, EGR-CSWR.

48. Dargan, "New Mexico's Fight for Statehood," 146-48, 174-75, 186; and Larson,
Quest for Statehood, 107-8.
49. Congress appropriated the funds for territorial government operations and infrastructure and occasionally allocated additional building funds. Schools, hospitals,
and asylums were the responsibility of the territory. A. Kenneth Stern and Dan D.
Chavez, "From Clerk to Professional: New Mexico's Superintendency and the
Superintendents of Public Instruction, 1891-1916," New Mexico Historical Review

80 (spring 2005): 193.

WINTER

2008

WALLACE

~

87

50. Horn, New Mexico's Troubled Years, 153·
51. Ray Allen Billington, Westward Expansion: A History ofthe American Frontier, 4th
ed. (1949; New York: Macmillan, 1974), 204-5, 211-13; and Atkins, "Vv'ho Will Educate," 322-23.
52. Fletcher Harper Swift, Federal and State Policies in Public School Finance in the
United States (Boston: Ginn and Co., 1931), 67·
53. Moyers, "History of Education," 152-54, 160; and Atkins, "Who Will Educate," 324,
326- 27.
54· Larson, Quest for Statehood, 193; Moyers, "History of Education," 311-12; and An

Act to Make Certain Grants of Land to the Territory of New Mexico, and For Other
Purposes (The Fergusson Act of 1898), 55th Cong., 2d sess., United States Statutes
at Large 30, Chap. 489 (1898): 484-86.
55. Oliver Hodge, "The Administration and Development of the Oklahoma School
Land Department" (EdD thesis, University of Oklahoma, 1937), 16.
56. Atkins, "Who Will Educate," 324. Difficulties surrounding the land-ownership provisions of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo subsequently tied up in litigation much
of the desirable agricultural and grazing land in New Mexico, in some cases for
decades. The courts determined whether or not a tract of land was in the public
domain and could be used to support schools. After years of rclatively little action,
legal ownership was finally addressed systematically by the Court of Private Land
Claims in 1891. Determinations by that body have been exceedingly controversial.
Legal land-ownership challenges have continued to the present.
57· Moyers, "History of Education," 323, 524-25: See also Atkins, "Who Will Educate,"
4°3·

58. Report of the Superintendel1t, 1891, 16-17,20-22.
59. The total number of children enrolled in parochial schools prior to statehood
reached a maximum of 5,531 around 1890. Public school enrollment at that time
was 18,215 out of a total school-age (ages 6-20) population of 44,200. The total
parochial school enrollment decreased steadily throughout the remaining years of
the territory toA,043 in 1912. Moyers, "History of Education," 280-81, 293, 335-37.
60. For a thoughtful, if biased, discussion of the philosophical differences entering
into this debate between Catholicism and Protestantism, see "El principia fundamental del Protestantismo," Revista Cat6lica 1, no. 5 (30 January 1875): 37-38. Fr.
Donato M. Gasparri probably wrote this editorial.
61. Harwood, Spanish and English Missions, 1:19.
62. Ibid., 1:27-30.
63. John A. Annin, "Our Mission Field, July 1874," Ritch Notebooks, r. 8, WGRNMSRCA.
64- Jay P. Dolan, In Search of an American Catholicism: A History of Religion and

Culture.in Tension (New York: Oxford University Press, 2002),106-7.
65. Moyers, "History of Education," 160.
66. Thirteenth Biennial Report of the Superintendent, 14.
67. Report of the Commissioner of Education, 1872 (Washington, D.C.: GPO, 1872),
376, 946-5°; and Walker, Protestantism in the Sangre de Cristos, 52.

88?

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 83, NUMBER I

68. At this time, the total population of New Mexico was given as 91,874, and the
school-age population (ages 5-20) was around 35,000. Report of the Commissioner

of Education, 1872, 376, 946-5°.
69. William A. Pile, quoted in Report of the Commissioner of Education, 1870 (Washington, D.C.: GPO, 1870), 326. This claim by Governor Pile appears in a carefully
prepared document for federal officials, so it may have been politically motivated
and aimed toward obtaining federal support for New Mexico schools.
70. "House of Representatives Journal of the 20th Territorial Assembly," Records of the
Secretary of the Territory, 1851-1911, r. 4, ff. 411-73, TANM-NMSRCA; and "Council Journal of the 20th Legislative Assembly of New Mexico," Records of the Secretary of the Territory, 1851-1911, r. 4, ff. 306-410, TANM-NMSRCA.
71. Larson, Quest for Statehood, 95-115.
72. Atkins, "Who Will Educate," 341; Moyers, "History of Education," 169-7°; and

Laws of the Territory of New Mexico, 1871-1872 (Santa Fe, N.Mex.: A. P. Sullivan,
1872), ch. 22, sec. 6, 7, 10; and ch. 28.
73. Stephen B. Elkins, Admission of New Mexico as a State- Her Resources and Fu-

ture: Speech of Hon. Stephen B. Elkins, Delegate from New Mexico, in the House of
Representatives, May 21,1874 (Washington, D.C.: GPO, 1874)'
74. Christian Brothers, 75 Years ofService, Saint Michael's College 1859-193+ An Historical Sketch ofSaint Michael's College (Las Vegas, N.Mex.: Saint Michael's Col-

n

lege, 1934),
75. M[atlida] L. Allison, "Santa Fe Mission Boarding School," Home Mission Monthly
8 (November 1893-0ctober 1894),10.
76. Sarah Deutsch, No Separate Refuge: Culture, Class, and Gender on an Anglo-His-

panic Frontier in the American Southwest, 1880-1940 (New York: Oxford University
Press, 1987), 27; and Galbraith, "Opportunities for Mexicans," 5.
77. Banker, Presbyterian Missions, 56; and Harwood, Spanish and English Missions,
1:7 8- 80 , 2:73·
78. J. Francisco Chaves, quoted in Dargan, "New Mexico's Fight for Statehood," 181.
79. M. E. Vigil, Los Patrones, 56-62; and Stern and Chavez, "From Clerk to Professional," 205-7.
80. Yohn, "An Education in the Validity of Pluralism," 345-47.
81. E. R. Vollmar, "First Jesuit School in New Mexico," New Mexico Historical Review
27 (October 1952): 298.
82. Thomas J. Steele, quoted in Biebel, "Cultural Change," 213.
83. Moyers, "History of Education," 212.
84. Atkins, "Who Will Educate," 340---42; and Moyers, "History of Education," 171-72,
216-18.
85. Atkins, "Who Will Educate," 388. At this time, school district boundaries within the
counties coincided with the voting precincts. Biebel, "Cultural Change," 2lCj-20.
86. William G. Ritch, quoted in Harwood, Spanish and English Missions, 2:56;
Frederick G. Bohme, "The Italians in New Mexico," New Mexico Historical Review 34 (April 1959): 101, 105-6; Dianna Everett, "The Public School Debate in

WINTER 2008

WALLACE

-+

89

New Mexico, 1850-1891," Arizona and the West 26, no. 2 (1984): 115, 126; and Owens,

Jesuit Beginnings, 65-66.
87. Galbraith, "Opportunities for Mexicans," 6; Margaret R. Forsythe, "Allison School,"

Home Mission Monthly 24 (November 1909): 10; and Deutsch, No Separate Refuge,67·
88. Victoria MacArthur, "The 'Why'ofMission Schools in New Mexico," Home Mission Monthly 24 (November 1909): 15-16.
89. Harwood, Spanish and English Missions, 1:252-53. Note that Anglo Americans in
New Mexico at this time often referred to themselves as "Americans" and to the
Hispanics as "Mexicans," regardless of where they were born.
90. Ibid., 1:351-52:
91. Mrs. Granger, n.t., Home Mission Monthly 8 (November 1893-0ctober 1894),7.
92. Biebel, "Cultural Change," 217-23.
93. Ritch wrote prolifically about New Mexico public education. See Everett, "Public
School Debate," 112-14; and Atkins, "Who Will Educate," 344.
94. Atkins, "Who Will Educate," 343-44; Moyers, "History of Education," 170-71; and
Report ofthe Commissioner ofEducation, 1873 (Washington, D.G.: GPO, 1873),456.
95. Following the passage of the laws of 1872, the annual public school expenditure in New
Mexico jumped from $1,000 in 1870 to $29,721.57 in 1873' The schools now had an
average daily attendance of about thirty-seven hundred. See Moyers, "History of Education," 164, 170; and Report ofthe United States Commissioner ofEducation, 1873,456.
The New Mexico public school expenditure per pupil (in average daily attendance)
per year had thus risen to $8, half the 1870 national average of $16. See Swift, Federal
and State Policies, 74-75. At this time, the total annual budget for all the parochial
schools was $27,200. The cost per enrolled pupil for the private schools was nearly $20,
somewhat higher than the U.S. national average public school expenditure. By 1876,
the state of Colorado was educating about half its children at the national average level
of expenditure. Thirteenth Biennial Report ofthe Superintendent, 133.
96. Thirteenth Biennial Report of the Superintendent, 15-16. The territory of Arizona
had a compulsory attendance law by 1875, but it was totally ineffective. Woodworth,
"Public Schooling in Territorial Arizona," 107-8.
97. Atkins, "Who Will Educate," 349, 354; Larson, Quest for Statehood, 172; Lew
Wallace, Report of the Governor of New Mexico to the Secretary of Interior for the

Year 1879 (Washington, D.C.: GPO, 1879), 8; and Report ofthe United States Commissioner of Education, 1875 (Washington, D.C.: GPO, 1875), 501.
98. Joan M. Jensen, "Women Teachers, Class, and Ethnicity: New Mexico 19°0-195°,"

Southwest Economy and Society 4 (winter 1978-1979): 5; L. C. G[albraith], "From
Our New Mexico Stations," Home Mission Monthly 15 (November 1900): 16;
Galbraith, "Opportunities for Mexicans," 5; and Banker, Presbyterian Missions, 152.
99. Galbraith, "Opportunities for Mexicans," 5·
100. L. C. G[albraith], "From Our New Mexican Stations," 14.
101. This Protestant-Catholic political battle, which often degenerated into a shouting
match, is treated at length in Everett, "The Public School Debate," 107-34. See
also Kropp, "Albert J, Fountain," 345-54·

90-7 NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 83, NUMBER I

102. See J. B. Salpointe to S. B. Axtell, 1889, Draft Fragment of a Lettcr on Schools,
Archives of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, 1678-19°0, r. 58, ff. 664-69 (St. Paul,
Minn.: North Central Publishing Company, 1957), Special Collections, CSWR;
and J. B. Salpointe, "An Article by the Archbishop," Las Vegas (N. Mex.) Optic, 31
August 1889, p. 3.
103. Donaciano Vigil to W[illiam] G. Ritch, 10 May 1876, DVC-NMSRCA; and Banker,
Presbyterian Missions, 151.
104. Everett, "The Public School Debatc," U6-17; and Atkins, "Who Will Educate,"
368 .
105. Woodworth, "Public Schooling in Territorial Arizona," 111-16.
106. Dolan, In Search of an American Catholicism, 100-101.
107. Ibid., 59-60.
108. Banker, Presbyterian Missions, 107, 163; and Yohn, "An Education in the Validity of
Pluralism," 360-63.
109. Lamar, "Edmund G. Ross," 195, 205; Lamar, The Far Southwest, 162; and Atkins,
"Who Will Educate," 390, 393-96.
uo. "House of Representatives Journal of the 28th Legislative Assembly," Records of
the Secretary of the Territory, 1851-19u, r. 7, ff. 249-444, TANM-NMSRCA; and
"Council Journal of the 28th Legislative Assembly," Records of the Secretary of the
Territory, 1851-19u, r. 7, ff. 1-248, TANM-NMSRCA. See also Ross's firsthand account in his letter to the chairman of the Congressional committce on territorics.
Edmund G. Ross to I. S. Struble, "Public Schools and Statehood for New Mexico,"
31 March 1890, EGR-CSWR.
Ul. Edmund G. Ross to C. H. Mansur, "The New Mexico Statehood Proposition," 5
January 1890, folder 18, box 1, EGR-CSWR. Catron denied that hc had opposcd
the Kistler bill, answering allegations to the contrary with a convoluted rationalization for his amendments. See Victor Westphall, Thomas Benton Catron and His
Era (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1973), 2°5-6.
U2. Lamar, "Edmund G. Ross," 206.
u3. Marfa E. Montoya, "L. Bradford Prince: Thc Education of a Gilded Age Politician," New Mexico Historical Review 66 (April 1991): 179-201.
u4. Larson, Quest for Statehood, 147-68.
u5. Stern and Chavez, "From Clerk to Professional," 189-91.
u6. Walker, Protestantism in the Sangre de Cristos, 52; and Leyes de la Asamblea
Legislativa del Territorio de Nuevo Mejico (Santa Fe, N.Mex.: Compania Impresara
del Nuevo Mexicano, 1891), 50-69.
U7. Stern and Chavez, "From Clerk to Professional," 198-202.
u8. Thirteenth Biennial Report of the Superintendent,

370-71.

U9· Biebel, "Cultural Change," 2°9-12, 225-26; and Lamar, The Far Southwest, 151-56,
172. The spread of prosperity was far from uniform. Sce Deutsch, No Separate

Refuge.
120. Theannual total school expenditures increased from $50,259 in 1891 to $258,226 in
1901. Over the same ten-ycar period enrollment increased from 22,599 to 35,227.
Moyers, "History of Education," 293-94, 307; Annual Report of the Superintendent

WINTER 2008

WALLACE ~

91

of Public Instruction, 1891, Records of the Superintendent of Public Instruction,
1891-1911, r. 72, ff. 1-25, TANM-NMSRCA; and Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, 1901, Records of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, 189l-l9U, r. 72, ff. 275-382, TANM-NMSRCA.
121. The first Albuquerque Board of Education undertook immediately to consult fifty
towns in the East with populations near ten thousand for advice on starting up a
public school system.
122. Atkins, "Who Will Educate," 405-6; and Biebel, "Cultural Change," 223-25.

123. Biebel, "Cultural Change," 223; Moyers, "History of Education," 353-54; and Annual Report ofthe Superintendent ofPublic Instruction, 1893, pp. 29-30, Records of
the Superintendent of Public Instruction, 1891-1911, r. 72, ff. 44-79, TANMNMSRCA.

124. Margaret Connell-Szasz, "Albuquerque Congregationalists and Southwestern Social Reform: 1900-1917," New Mexico Historical Review 55 (Jlily 1980): 234-35.
125. Stern and Chavez, "From Clerk to Professional," 194.
126. Atkins, "Who Will Educate," 404.
127. Moyers, "History of Education," 571-81, 799-800.
128. The Dixon ruling was dramatic in that it ended totally eighty years of the Catholic
Church's participation in the operation of New Mexico's public schools. Jacobo
Baca, "The Dixon Case, 1947-1951: The End of the Catholic Era in New Mexico
Public Education," La Cronica de Nuevo Mexico 65 (July 2005): 3-7.
129. For a thorough discussion of the various reasons for the withdrawal of Protestant
parochial schools, see Banker, Presbyterian Missions, 158-87.
130. New Mexico Constitution, art. 12, sec. 10. Both Texas and California permit:t:ed
segregated schools for Hispanic pupils when necessitated by their language handicaps. See Lynn I. Perrigo, The American Southwest, Its People and Cultures (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1975), 396.
131. New Mexico Constitution, art:. 7, sec. 3; and Larson, Quest for Statehood, 279.
132. Alice Blake, "New Outlook from an Old Field," Home Mission Monthly 34 (May
1920): 165.
133· Moyers, "History of Education," 347·
134. Addresses Delivered at the Dedication of the New Academy Building, quoted in
Biebel, "Cultural Change," 222-23.
135. A detailed discussion on the backgrounds of the Presbyterian teachers of New
Mexico is in Banker, Presbyterian Missions, 86-88. See also Deutsch, No Separate
Refuge, 68-69; and Yohn, "An Education in the Validity of Pluralism," 347.
136. Harwood, Spanish and English Missions, 2:55.
137. Obtaining precise figures for illiteracy rates is difficult. In 1902 estimates ranged
from 18 to 33 percent:. This reduction is a substantial one from 1870, when adult
illiteracy was estimated at around 80 percent. See Larson, Quest for Statehood,
124-25,215-16; and Report of the Commissioner of Education, 1872, 376.
138. Alvin N. White, Biennial Report of the Superintendent of Public Instmction to the
Governor ofNew Mexico for the Years 1910-1911 and 1911-1912 (Santa Fe: New Mexico
Printing Company, 1918), Records of the Superintendent of Public Instruction,

92

~ NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 83, NUMBER I

1891-1911, r. 72, ff. 672-74°, TANM-NMSRCA; Atkins, "Who Will Educate," 403;
and L. C. G[albraith], "From Our New Mexico Stations." At this time, the average
school year throughout the United States was approximately seven months. New
Mexico was spending two-thirds the national average ($24 per year versus $36 per
year) for each pupil in average daily attendance. Conditions in New Mexico in
1912 with regard to school attendance and length of term were roughly comparable
to conditions in New England in the 1840s. As such the development of public
schools in the territory can be seen as lagging behind most of the United States by
several decades. Swift, Public School Finance, 4, 76; and Moyers, "History of Education," 135-37-

Book Reviews

Memories ofCibola: Stories from New Mexico Villages. By Abe Pena, foreword
by Marc Simmons. (Los Ranchos de Albuquerque, N.Mex.: Rio Grande
Books, 2006. xviii + 217 pp. Halftones, map, glossary, bibliography, index.

$32.95 cloth, ISBN 978-1-890689-29-2, $17.95 paper, ISBN 978-1-890689-09-4-)
This collection of stories, previously published locally and regionally,
provides valuable historical insights into rural Hispanic life, especially in
northern New Mexico. Memories ofCibola introduces the struggles, ambitions, faiths, triumphs, and failures of the remarkable people of these places.
Although written in a genuine and folksy style, Memories ofCibola is not'
always an easy read. Like many historical sourcebook collections, it has no
smooth narrative flow. Instead of integrating the stories into a single narrative, the author has preserved their distinct character. This style leads to a'
lot of chronological backtracking and a fair amount of redundancy. Getting
an overall picture of what is happening in the book demands a very attentive and patient reader. One sometimes has trouble remembering exactly
what relationship a particular biographical sketch has to those that came
before. This reviewer found himself wishing for a genealogical'chart so he
could keep all the family relationships straight.
Readers who are not familiar with conversational Spanish will be grateful for the book's glossary, which is an invaluable aid. However, not all the
Spanish words that might cause the casual reader difficulty have found their 93
way into the glossary. Their inclusion will make any subsequent edition of
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this book much more rewarding for the general reader who does not know
Spanish.

Memories of Czbola has quite a mixture of materials. Each of its six parts
begins with a brief and useful historical narrative of the village or geographical
region covered. In parts 1 and 2, biographical sketches abound, especially of
the author's extended family. For many readers, this section will be the most
valuable of the book because of its material related to personal experiences
of village customs, traditions, songs, and stories. Parts 3 through 6 seem less
intimate, although they too include biographical sketches and some personal experiences of the author. The topics covered in this section are wideranging. Such topics as how the Fourth of July was celebrated in Grants
during the 1930S compete with a description of dance halls and thoughts on
Crypto-Sephardic Jews.
Though Memories ofCzbola seems like a bit of stew, with a little of this
and a little of that, it is a dish well worth sampling. The reader will be more
than compensated for the difficulties in the book by the value of the insights
to be gained between its covers.
William A. Sumruld
College of the Southwest

The Witches ofAbiquiu: The Governor, the Priest, the Genzzaro Indians, and
the Devil. By Malcolm Ebright and Rick Hendricks, illustrations by Glen
Strock. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2006. xvi + 344 pp.
Halftones, drawings, map, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $34.95
cloth, ISBN 978-0-8263-2°31-5, $21.95 paper, ISBN 978-0-8263-2°32-2.)
Brought to light for the first time in this fascinating study is a little known
subject in New Mexico history, but given the book's main focus it could
also qualify as a dramatic work of art. To underscore this point more
poignantly one could easily invoke the three basic Aristotelian ingredients:
exposition or problem (witchery and sorcerers); its complication (witchcraft trials); and resolution (peaceful coexistence of the Genfzaros vis-a-vis
the Spaniards and other Indian people). The events in Witches of Abiquiu
have compelling themes and vivid figures.
As events unfold and the conflict between Indians and Spaniards exacerbates, Abiquill, a hotbed for witchcraft in the mid-eighteenth century that
polarizes the entire community, takes center stage. Like any drama involv-
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ing rivals, the book is packed with passionate emotions on both sides of the
cultural dichotomy. Spanish priests accuse the Genfzaros of practicing sorcery, including rock art, and Indians decry the Spaniards' failure to understand their beliefs and ceremonies.
As the plot thickens, with the various phases of the witchcraft proceedings acting as subplots, a host of characters including governors, priests,
mayors, folk healers, and sorcerers spring into action. Their colorful and
often bizarre behavior adds to the drama and suspense. Names like La Come
Gallinas, Atole Caliente, and El Cojo-interconnected to and immersed in
the purported evils of sorcery-pepper the stage and therefore add color to
the dramatic scene.
Two characters are especially interesting. A pivotal figure and survivor in
the Abiquiu drama is Fr. Juan Jose Toledo, who was assigned there in 1755.
His outlandish stories regarding bewitchment of souls and mistreatment
of the Genizaros brought into question his own credibility and lack of
humanity as a soldier of Christ. Even the Devil and a cluster of "little devils" playa prominent role in Father Toledo's testimony at the witchcraft
trials that ended in 1766.
The protagonist and overriding hero is the charismatic Gov. Tomas Velez
Cachupfn (1749-54; 1762-67)' Known for his pragmatism, diplomatic skills,
and political savoir-faire, he ultimately calmed the waters between the church
and state and achieved peace with various Indian groups, hence bringing
an end to a conflict that rankled and plagued Abiquiu for a number of years.
His most notable accomplishment came in 1754 when he established the
Abiquil\ Genfzaro land grant that freed Genfzaros from the yokes of servitude and exploitation. The governor's human empathy is reminiscent of
Bartolome de las Casas's brand of compassion in Latin America. The authors contend that this striking reality entitles Velez Cachupfn to a respectful and elevated place in New Mexico's history on a par with Gov. Juan
Bautista de Anza's.
From time to time a publication comes along that merits special recognition. This work falls into that category. Here we have history at its best
with underlying threads of folklore that fit the Land of Enchantment to a t.
The work also dispels the popular notion that the last witches' trials in this
country were those of 1692 in Salem, Massachusetts. Glen Shock's caricaturetype drawings complement the book's overall mystique and allure.
Nasario Garcia
Santa Fe, New Mexico
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Defying the Inquisition in Colonial New Mexico: Miguel de Quintana's Life
and Writings. Edited and translated by Francisco A. Lomeli and Clark A.
Colahan, foreword by Luis Leal. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 2006. xiv + 218 pp. 17 halftones, map, notes, bibliography, index. $39.95
cloth,

ISBN

978-0-8263-3957-7.)

Miguel de Quintana came to New Mexico shortly after the reestablishment of Spanish control following the Pueblo Revolt of 1680. Settling in
Santa Cruz de la Canada, he rose to prominence among the residents there
because of his education; Quintana could read and write, unlike the vast
majority of denizens. In 1704 he was appointed as a scribe in both civil and
church matters, a duty he fulfilled for three decades. A man passionately
devoted to Catholicism and an active member of the Third Order of St.
Francis, Quintana also composed religious poetry and prose.
Unfortunately for the scribe, his writings came to the attention of local
Inquisition officials who accused him of heresy, which is why Quintana's
literary efforts survived. Under investigation by the Holy Office between 1732
and 1737, Franciscans in New Mexico submitted Quintana's writings to Mexico
City as evidence against him, although he ultimately was exonerated.
According to the editors of this volume, the importance of Quintana's
writings is threefold. First, Quintana's poetry and prose represent one of the
earliest examples of Chicano literature in the Borderlands. Indeed,
Quintana's closest predecessor would be Gaspar Perez de Villagra, who wrote
the poem, Historia de La Nuevo Mexico (1610). Second, these writings reveal
insight into a personal crisis "from within" for a New Mexican of this era (p.
2). Quintana's poetry and prose are about an individual's attempt to understand his relationship with God while confronting the teachings of the friars at the same time: "Don't be afraid of the priest, for the voices that God
has given you with his infinite power will bring you relief' (p. 82). Finally,
the literature produced by Quintana and the correspondence among him,
the local clergy, and Inquisition officials offers important information regarding the nature of religion and society in early eighteenth-century New
Mexico. Francisco A. LomelI and Clark A. Colahan establish that Quintana's
writings fit well into the literary tradition of such Spaniards as Marfa de
Agreda and Miguel de Molinos, which consequently calls into question the
notion of New Mexico as an isolated intellectual backwater in the Spanish
empire. The editors also see Quintana as a link in the evolutional process
that culminated in the Penitentes.
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Lomeli and Colahan offer scholars an important book with this publication. Of particular merit is their ability to trace the influence of St. Francis's
writings on Quintana and to juxtapose Quintana's understanding of the
saint with his troubles with local Franciscan missionaries. Their description
of Holy Office confrontations regarding Quintana is likewise a valuable
contribution. The editors do occasionally fall victim to cliche, such as when
they describe "the hardy strain of settlers" in colonial New Mexico or when
they refer to the Holy Office as the "much-feared Inquisition" (pp. 8, 13).
Nonetheless, Borderlands historians and those interested in the development of Chicano literature will benefit from this publication.
Jim Norris
North Dakota State University

Albuquerque Remembered. By Howard Bryan. (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 2006. viii + 287 pp. 28 halftones, index. $19.95 paper, ISBN

978-0-8263-3782-5.)
For more than four decades, Howard Bryan wrote for the Albuquerque

Tribune. His column entitled "Off the Beaten Path" attracted a devoted
following as Bryan related interesting, amusing, or poignant tales about
Albuquerque's past. Bryan has also written several books, including a biography of Elfego Baca. The timely publication of Albuquerque Remembered
during the city's tricentennial year introduces these stories and others to a
new audience and reacquaints longtime fans with them. Drawn from old
newspaper accounts, personal interviews, and Bryan's own recollections and
observations, the book is comprised of vignettes about people, places, and
events. The thirteen chapters are arranged in chronological order from the
prehistory of the area to the twenty-first century.
Bryan's easy style and knack for storytelling make reading Albuquerque
Remembered a pleasure that can be taken in short bites or in one sitting.
The author is particularly good at bringing to life some of Albuquerque's
notables-notorious sheriff Milton Yarberry; superintendent of public
schools John Milne; governor and mayor Clyde Tingley; and legendary lawman tried for murder Elfego Baca. He also introduces less well-known but
significant businessmen like morticians Chester French and the Strong brothers, Italian immigrant Ettore Franchini, and public servant Judge Waldo
Rogers. Bryan covers the territorial fair, Albuquerque's first auto race,
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Theodore Roosevelt's visit, the construction of Nob Hill as the city's first
shopping center, the trial of atomic spies, and the destruction of historic
landmarks with equal verve. Many of his readers will likely exclaim, "I remember that!" at numerous times throughoutthe book. The photographs,
while not as plentiful as one might hope, are well-chosen. 1 especially appreciated that Bryan gives the exact location of buildings he describes so
that modern readers can imagine Albuquerque as it once was, not as it is
today. For example, the vacant lot on the corner of Central Avenue and
Second Street once housed the law offices of Baca.
Bryan's book provides an engaging introduction to Albuquerque history,
including an overview of the significant events and personalities in the city
since World War II. The work is not an in-depth or analytical history of the
area; the Spanish colonial and Mexican periods are covered only briefly, as
are the contributions of women to the area. The book does not include
endnotes or a comprehensive bibliography, although the author provides a
list of suggested readings in his short introduction. Still, Bryan's book is
engaging and useful, especially since Marc Simmons's Albuquerque: A Narrative History (1982) remains out of print. Teachers who are required to teach
New Mexico history in high schools will find nuggets to pique the interests
of their students, new residents of the area will uncover diverting and informative slices of Albuquerque's past, and readers who have lived in Albuquerque for awhile will find that the work indeed inspires them to remember
Albuquerque as it was when they first arrived.
Cheryl

f.

Foote

Central New Mexico Community College, Albuquerque

Albuquerque in Our Time: 30 Voices, 300 Years. By Debra Hughes. (Santa Fe:
Museum of New Mexico Press, 2006. 144 pp. Halftones. $24-95 paper, ISBN

978-0-89°13-481-8.)
To coincide with Albuquerque's tricentennial celebration, Debra Hughes,
in collaboration with the Museum of New Mexico, conducted personal
interviews with a cross section of residents from all ethnic groups to chronicle
the times, places, and events that shaped the city's immediate past and its
present. The compiled recollections span more than seven decades. To make
them more personal, the author presents the "narratives in the first person,
so readers can 'hear' the voices on the page as they were spoken to me dur-
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ing interviews" (p. 8). A profile that is part engaging oral history and part
snapshot of the city's current challenges emerges from the book. One-third
of the stories fall into the category of growing up in Albuquerque. These
nostalgic reminiscences reflect different perspectives that recall a fairly recent time.
The author's stated goal is to look beneath the ubiquitous urban traffic
problems, strip malls, and chain stores to find those things that make Albuquerque unique and forge its character today. Jacqueline Baca describes the
inception of Bueno Foods, including the Baca family's invention of a process for flame roasting and freezing green chile to make it available in stores
year round. Richard Martinez retells the struggle of Martineztown residents
to save their historic community from wholesale demolition in the 1970s.
Sen. Pete Domenici recaJ\s the close-knit Italian community and the time
in World War II when federal agents arrested his mother for being an illegal
alien. Journalist Conroy Chino and cultural activist Ada Pecos Melton each
recount the cultural balancing act of Native Americans who pursued careers in the city while maintaining strong tribal ties.
Recurrent themes such as ethnic diversity and tolerance, the perils of
unbridled development, the desirability of older neighborhood preservation, and the unique beauty ofAlbuquerque's landscape appear throughout
the book. The availability of water, however, clearly remains the city's major long-range concern. Geologists once pronounced that Albuquerque sat
on enough underground water to become the largest city in the Southwest.
That myth later shattered, and city residents now appreciate the importance
of conservation and finding new sources of water to meet steady growth.
Former state land commissioner Ray Powell further warns: "If we wreck this
whole place [Albuquerque], we become like every other place. We're just
now starting to leave a lighter footprint on the land here" (p. 98).
The author dispenses with the Albuquerque area's history in short order,
relying heavily on numerous photos dating from 1882 to the present to augment a brief historical summary. A major omission from the account is the
arrival of the railroad in 1880, the event that propelled Albuquerque toward
becoming New Mexico's leading city. Also, in her discussion of the arrival of
tuberculosis sufferers, Hughes confuses the John Simms who came to New
Mexico for health reasons with his son who later became state governor.
Calvin A. Roberts
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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Norris Bradbury, 1909-1997. Edited by Virginia Nylander Ebinger. (Los
Alamos, N.Mex.: Los Alamos Historical Society, 2006. xvi + 212 pp. Halftones, bibliography. $15.00 paper,

ISBN

978-0-941232-34-0.)

This slender volume, published by the Los Alamos Historical Society,
offers a collection of short biographies, personal reminiscences, and documents concerning the life and career of long-time Los Alamos Laboratory
director Norris Bradbury. Most of the material included in the book has
been published previously. The volume contains Al Rosenfeld's "Mister
Los Alamos" (1952), Kenneth Johnson's "A Quarter Century of Fun" (1970),
which provides some of the best oral history in the book, and an interview
conducted in 1983 with several ofBradbury's colleagues. The editor included
Bradbury's defense against charges in 1954 that the lab had been "dragging
its feet" in developing thermonuclear weapons, the text of a Bradbury-led
press conference on the 1963 Partial Test Ban Treaty, and many excellent
photographs (p. 18). As an aside, at one point Bradbury's former colleague
George A. Cowan describes the famous photograph of the Bikini Baker
blast as depicting a "boat perched on top of a bridal veil" (p. 109). That
imagery is certainly something to ponder for a while.
While this volume offers a useful collection of primary and secondary
material on Bradbury and his tenure at Los Alamos, the tone is unabashedly
celebratory: Bradbury was a great man who led a great cause (e.g., the "Architect," "Savior of the Lab," "Father of the US nuclear arsenal," p. 186).
Readers looking for a more balanced evaluation of the man and his lab will
need to look elsewhere. Additionally, the volume could have benefited from
a more thorough editing. For example some favorite Bradbury stories are
repeated: his famous alacrity and the sobriquet of his Model A. Nonetheless, readers looking for a brief introduction to the life and career of Los
Alamos's influential director should find this book useful.
Scott C. Zeman
New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology

San Juan Bonanza: Western Colorado's Mining Legacy. By John L. Ninnemann and Duane A. Smith. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
2006. xvi + 85 pp. Halftones, map, index. $24.95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8263-3578-4,)
This handsome volume shares the narrative history and material memory
of the San Juan Mountains' mining legacy in western Colorado. Sure to
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become a collector's item, San Juan Bonanza offers the insights of western
mining history's most prolific author, Duane A. Smith, professor of history
at Fort Lewis College, as well as the black-and-white photography of John
L. Ninnemann, dean of natural and behavioral sciences at Fort Lewis College. The smooth prose delves into the various "rushes" to the San Juans,
from the 1860s through the early 19oos, and then places the memory of
those mining moments within the context of today's mountain visitors. This
exquisite little book preserves recollections of Ouray, Telluride, Lake City,
Silverton, Creede, and other high-alpine mining camps as histories and as
vistas of majestic mountains peppered with mining's weathered remnantshead frames, aerial trams, boardinghouses, narrow-gauge trestles, beehive
coke ovens-and surviving Victorian courthouses, schools, libraries, and
miners' cabins.
The fleeting memories of the Tomboy, Camp Bird, Yankee Girl, Smuggler-Union, and other gold and silver mines that made a few Colorado investors millionaires enrich the story of boom, bust, boom again, and bust
again. Other prospects fit Mark Twain's assessment, "A mine is a hole in the
ground owned by a liar" (p. 7). The San Juan Mountain districts produced
a modest two hundred seventy million dollars worth of gold, silver, lead,
copper, and coal. Corporate interests dominated after prospectors discovered complex, lode ores that required economies ofscale and rail lines. The
narrow-gauge Denver and Rio Grande Railroad along with some of its spurs
(the famed Durango-Silverton line still takes tourists through the rugged
and visually spectacular Animas River Valley), the development ofsmelting
in Durango, and coal mining in La Plata County provided the auxiliary
industries necessary for success in the San Juans.
The panoramic black-and-white reminders of mining's past in nature's
alpine splendor belie the corporate power over miners and other workers
during the heyday. Dual wage systems, company stores, and union-busting
dominated the lives of the miners, muckers, machiners, and millers. Drilling and power advances did reduce threats of silicosis and deadly gases;
regardless, dangers lurked above and below ground, making life tough in
this high country. The Western Federation of Miners' efforts were met with
resistance from corporate interests and county and state officials, and the
famed Cripple Creek strike of 1903-19°4 that spread throughout the district
did little to improve working conditions.
The urban oases that emerged with the mining activities did offer foundations for permanent settlements. Rocky Mountain towns today attract
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hundreds of thousands of visitors. Ouray, Silverton, and Durango are favored tourist destinations that remind vacationers of the past mining glory.
The poetic prose and impeccable images prompt the reader to visualize
the romance and the grit of the mining frontier. The glossy, thick paper, beautiful photographs, and tantalizing text make this short volume a must for mining buffs and those with a special interest in southwestern Colorado history.
Christopher J. Huggard
NorthWest Arkansas Community College

A Travel Guide to the Plains Indian Wars. By Stan Hoig. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2006. xiii + 217 pp. Halftones, maps, index. $21.95
paper, ISBN 978-0-8263-3934-8.)
Kansas is blessed with natural beauty. From Hiawatha's lushly tangled
springtime and the frozen fields of Cherokee County at sunrise to Sublette's
proud pheasant strut each May and the mysterious Quartalejo at sunset, the
prairie's homegrown glory daily defies any attempt to tame it. Traveling
Kansas back roads, one can easily understand the sacred relationship the
Native peoples of the Central Plains-Arapahos, Kiowas, Pawnees, Cheyennes, Quapaws, and others-shared with their environment prior to the
unwelcome arrival of Americans in the nineteenth century.
The process of territorialization deprived these Native people of their
bison and dispossessed them of their homes, severing Indian access to sacred land and sustenance. Stan Hoig's A Travel Guide to the Plains Indian
Wars revisits historic sites from North Dakota to Texas that speak to the
bloody confrontation that marked the valiant but ultimately futile efforts of
the indigenous people to defend their land from invaders. The book emphasizes U.S. military history.
When viewed from the Native American perspective, a travel guide like
Hoig's may seem objectionable. To anyone who earnestly wants to understand American Great Plains history in all its brutality, however, his book
can serve as a useful starting point. While basically written from an Anglo
perspective, Hoig does occasionally inject Native views into his discussion.
The author's rather obligatory inclusion of Indian viewpoints is not what
makes this book functional; rather, the utilitarian "wheels on the ground
and fingers on the keyboard" information contained within its covers renders this book so helpful.
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Following Hoig's directions, historians who like to step in their history
will arrive at virtually every military fort, treaty site, museum, battlefield,
and monument marking the undulating graveyard that the Plains became
under the crushing weight of American imperialism. Each and every site
still stands, beneath an American flag and the feet of eager docents, in silent
.testimony to Native American suffering and outrage. Anyone wishing to
visit these sacred places where the blood of indigenous patriots flowed will
find Hoig's state-by-state arrangement quite handy, complete with detailed
road plans, hours of operation, website addresses, telephone numbers, and
related information.
Practically speaking this book does not truly become a travel guide until
the second half; the first half is a condensed history of the so-called Plains
Indian wars offered to contextualize the pertinent historic sites. The short
Travel Guide manages to collate enough information to compensate for its
brevity. While the reader should not expect to find new insights into the
Plains Indians' defensive battles during the historic events under discussion, any book that encourages scholars to explore history's geographic origins and consider the.Native American experience is ultimately a positive
contribution to western American scholarship. Despite its limitations, Hoig's
book manages to speak volumes.
Victoria Smith
University of Nebraska, Lincoln

Voices in the Kitchen: Views ofFood and the World from Working-Class Mexican and Mexican American Women. By Meredith E. Abarca. (College Station:
TexasA&M University Press, 2006. x + 240 pp. Halftones, notes, bibliography,
index. $4°.00 cloth, ISBN 978-1-58544-477-9, $19.95 paper, ISBN 978-1-5854453 1- 8.)
Is the kitchen a woman's place, to which she is relegated and confined,
or is it a woman's space, where she can exercise her creativity and develop
authority? Meredith Abarca, an assistant professor of English at the University of Texas at El Paso, explored this and other questions about the role that
kitchens and food have played in the lives of Mexican and Mexican American women. Between 1996 and 2004, Abarca interviewed family members,
friends, and acquaintances from California to Puebla, Mexico. Early in her
research, she abandoned a formal questionnaire and instead relied upon
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informal conversations -charlas culinarias (culinary chats) -that took place
during the preparation and consumption of a meal.
Based on these interchanges, Abarca rejects the thesis of some feminist
scholars that the kitchen and its activities are unworthy of academic inquiry
because women are forced into a domestic role. In contrast she found that
most of the women in her study regarded the kitchen as an arena for selfexpression. Women apportioned resources, interpreted recipes according to
their own tastes, and in some cases used their culinary skills to improve
their economic situation.
Abarca also argues that the sensory knowledge that these cooks acquired in
their kitchens is as valid as knowledge attained from books. Instead offollowing
written recipes, women relied on touch, taste, smell, and sound to create tasty
and distinctive dishes from a few simple ingredients. With this experiential knowledge, each woman developed a unique sazon (literally, seasoning, but employed
here to mean skill with seasoning) that made her dishes her own.
In the familiar and comfortable environment of the kitchen, women also
spoke of other matters, revealing details of their marriages, family circumstances, and economic struggles. Abarca recognized these conversations as
autobiographies and the informants as "cooks-as-writers." She used her skills
as a literary critic to analyze their narratives. In a later chapter entitled "The
Literary Kitchen," she further develops the literary analysis by examining
the themes of food; cooks; and women's lives in novels, short stories, drama,
and poetry ranging from Uncle Tom's Cabin (1852) to the works of numerous Latin American writers.
Although textual criticism and feminist theory are at the core of Abarca's
work, the stories of Abarca's friends and family members also offer a useful
historical perspective through their uncompromising glimpses of the lives
of working class women. Although Abarca includes lengthy quotes, the complete transcripts of the charlas cuIinarias are not included in the volume.
They might have formed a welcome appendix. Still, Abarca has revealed
the importance of food and the sense of space that the kitchen has provided
for Mexican and Mexican American women. She has also demanded the
respect that these women are due, calling their accomplishments "quotidian cuisine" instead of daily fare. Voices in the Kitchen is a valuable addition
to feminist studies, literary criticism, and the study of foodways in the American Southwest and Mexico.
Cheryl J Foote
Central New Mexico Community College, Albuquerque
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Colorado's Volunteer Infantry in the Philippine Wars, 1898-1899. By Geoffrey
R. Hunt. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2006. xii + 299 pp.
21 halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $39.95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-826337 00-9.)
Geoffrey R. Hunt has written an excellent, timely, and highly readable
account of the First Colorado Regiment in the Philippine War (1899-1902).
Hunt tells the story of national guardsmen who volunteered for service in
Cuba during the Spanish-American War. Instead of Cuba, they found themselves on the other side of the world fighting Filipino insurgents who were
as intent on asserting their independence from the United States as they
had from their erstwhile Spanish overlords.
The author begins his account by detailing the origins ofthe First Colorado
Regiment from the state's National Guard. The Colorado guardsmen were
unusually well equipped because of their role in strike-breaking activities at
home, and they were closer to the Pacific than to the Caribbean. They were
therefore more useful to the nation in the Philippines where Cdre. George
Dewey had defeated Spain's Pacific fleet but proved unable to assert American
power beyond the range of his naval guns. The First Colorado Regiment joined
other volunteer and regular army units in what began as an expedition with the
intent of removing Spanish authority from the Philippine archipelago. By the
time the unit left the islands, the expedition was quickly evolving into a war to
assertAmerican colonial power over unwilling Filipinos. The war in the Philippines would cost the United States considerably more combat casualties than
the war with Spain but would be largely forgotten in American history.
Hunt deals masterfully with the story of the First Colorado's service in
the Philippines from the hasty consolidation of the regiment from existing
guard units and transportation to the western Pacific to its service in and
around Manila as relations with Filipino revolutionaries steadily deteriorate~. The book is an able blending of old and new military history. Hunt is
as comfortable explaining the reality of turn-of-the-century weapons and
tactics as he is dealing with the social history of the First Colorado's soldiers
and civil-military relations in their home state and elsewhere.
The only fault that can be found with Colorado's Volunteer Infantry in
the Philippine Wars is Hunt's failure to excise some annoying elements of
the dissertation that is the basis for the book. For instance while the fulsome
references to Fred Anderson's study of Massachusetts militia in the French
and Indian War may have helped Hunt pass muster with his dissertation
committee at the University of Colorado (where Anderson is on the faculty),
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surely three prominent allusions in the book's text to Anderson could have
been moved to the footnotes or omitted entirely in favor of more relevant
references from other scholars (pp. 4, 4 1, 99)'
That this reviewer is reduced to making such nitpicking criticisms of

Colorado's Volunteer Infantry in the Philippine Wars is a testament to its
overall high quality. The book is a fine study of citizen-soldiers at war in a
conflict they had not bargained for and poorly understood. Indeed, today's
reservists will find a foreshadowing of their own problems in America's wars
of the early twenty-first century in Hunt's superb scholarship.
Donald R. Shaffer
University of Northem Colorado

Scientists and Storytellers: Feminist Anthropologists and the Construction of
the American Southwest. By Catherine Jane Lavender. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2006. viii + 248 pp. Notes, bibliography, index.
$34-95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8263-3868-6.)
Focused on Elsie Clews Parsons, Ruth Benedict, Gladys Armanda
Reichard, and Ruth Underhill, this study explores the contributions of four
anthropologists to feminist politics, women's history, and our knowledge of
the Indian cultures of northern Mexico and the southwestern United States.
Situating each scholar in her biographical, disciplinary, generational, and
temporal context, Lavender scrutinizes the use of life writing and interviews with Pueblo, Navajo, and Papago women. The choice of the four
anthropologists reflects a disciplmary lineage that Lavender carefully explores. Parsons taught Benedict and mentored Underhill, while Benedict
guided both Reichard and Underhill from her base at Columbia University.
Benedict was the only one among the four who was able to experience a
relatively "normal" academic career. Lavender has thus written an intellectual, cultural, political, and social history that traces the development of
anthropology as a part ofAmerican efforts to resurrect the cultures that U.S.
officials and settlers had sought to suppress. Not unexpectedly Lavender is
more successful in some of these tasks than in others.
Lavender details the interactions between Parsons, Reichard, and
Underhill and their female informants. Benedict drops out of this part of
the study because, according to Lavender, she interviewed men during her
research in the Southwest. Lavender does not examine Benedict's analysis
of masculinity, which could also reflect a feminist perspective. The author
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attributes Benedict's choice of male informants to the absence of women
from her personal life. The recently opened personal correspondence in
the Margaret Mead papers at the Library of Congress challenge that explanation. These letters provide substantial evidence of Benedict's close personal partnerships with three women, including Mead. As a safely married
surrogate, Mead may have undertaken the kind of gendered analysis that
Benedict avoided, a possibility that Lavender's focus on southwestern research cannot fully take into account.
Despite problems with her interpretation of Benedict, Lavender provides
a valuable discussion of important contributors, including the role of the Indian informants, to our understanding of gender and Indian cultures in the
Southwest. She gives compelling insights into the difficulties faced by women
pursuing academic careers, even with their unusually enlightened male ally,
Franz Boas, at Columbia. Forging careers for themselves regardless of the
obstacles, these women had their individual personal situations inform their
scholarship. Like Boas's own experiences with anti-Semitism, these women's
difficulties with a male-dominated academic culture gave them particular
sensitivity to gender issues among the peoples they studied. While Benedict
joined Boas in contesting scientifically validated racism, these feminist anthropologists, including Mead, raised feminist challenges to the ideas of a
nahlrally created gender hierarchy. Lavender perceptively points out that sometimes the informants were the ones who insisted that women should not be
seen as the universal victims of patriarchal culture. The presence of Indian
women's voices in their ethnographies enabled the construction of a more
nuanced and culturally informed feminism from which contemporary understandings of gender have emerged. Lavender has brought these important
insights to our attention for which we are in her debt.
Dolores Janiewski .
Victoria University ofWellington

Folsom: New Archaeological Investigations of a Classic Paleoindian Bison
Kill. By David Meltzer. (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2006. xiv +
374 pp. Halftones, maps, tables, graphs, appendixes, bibliography, index.
$55.00 cloth, ISBN 978-0-520-24644-7.)
An archaeologist who revisits a site has a heady responsibility, especially
when the site is the world-famous original type site for the Folsom cultural
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tradition located in the northeastern corner of New Mexico. The importance of this site is underscored by its status as a National Historic Landmark. David Meltzer states that although the site played a pivotal role in
resolving a raging controversy over human antiquity in the New World, it
was not well documented. The original work was conducted in the 1920S, a
full report was not issued, and questions remained about the age and structure of the site and its geological history. This resulting volume documents
that Meltzer and his colleagues on the SMU/Quest project, for which the
fieldwork was conducted from 1997 to 1999, had a clear sense of the site's
importance in American history and prehistory.

Folsom includes nine chapters and five appendixes. The introductory
chapter provides background and a discussion on unanswered questions
about the site. Chapter 2 is a lengthy study of human antiquity in the New
World, the antecedents of Folsom culture, and Folsom adaptations. Chapter 3 describes the paleoenvironmental setting. The research design is in
chapter 4, which includes a review of the 1920S work and research with
existing collections. Chapter 5 summarizes site mapping, stratigraphy, geology, and geochronology, and chapter 6 concentrates on late glacial climate
and ecology. About 40 percent of the volume focuses on environmental and
geoscience issues, underscoring the critical role of context in modern studies. The faunal assemblage and related topics are addressed in chapter 7.
Chapter 8 reports on the Folsom age artifacts and includes discussions of
the assemblage and technology and a definition of what constitutes a Folsom
projectile point. Chapter 9 summarizes the project's contributions and identifies questions for future research.
The book is well produced. Although technical, Folsom is readable, well
illustrated, and contains detailed analysis of primary data, twenty pages of
references cited, and an inclusive index. Unfortunately, lists of figures and
tables are not included as front matter. That omission forces the reader to
search the volume to learn more about its contents. I counted 105 figures in
the nine chapters, which include many high-quality historical and recent
photographs with the artifacts recovered among them. The appendixes contain notes on field procedures, historical documents, historical archaeology
of the original field camp, bone preservation, and the Folsom tradition.
The book provides new insights on the site and the Folsom cultural tradition. For example the author states that in the fall about 10,500 years ago a
small group of "wide-ranging hunters," also described as a "non-residential
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foraging group," dispatched about thirty-two bison (B. antiquus) and then
spent a week or so at the site butchering and preparing their remains for
transport (pp. 245, 307)· Among other items, they left behind twenty-four
complete and broken spear points. In summary this important volume will
have wide appeal for its attention to details, solid scholarship, and impressive topical coverage.
David E. Doyel
Scottsdale, Arizona

Distant Bugles, Distant Drums: The Union Response to the Confederate Invasion ofNew Mexico. By Flint Whitlock. (Boulder: University Press of Colorado, 2006. xix + 293 pp. Halftones, maps, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth,
ISBN 978-0-87081-835-6.)
Coloradans later referred to the engagements at Apache Canyon and
Pigeon's Ranch in and around La Glorieta Pass, New Mexico, on 26 and 28
March 1862 as the "Gettysburg of the West." Those actions were neither a
Gettysburg nor any of the other major battles east of the Mississippi River in
terms of the number of men engaged or in military or civilian significance,
The outcome did not affect many beyond the immediate region in this
foredoomed attempt by the Confederacy to invade the West.
Like so many Civil War battles, inept officers played a major role in the
outcome, but so did brave, dedicated officers and their men. The invading
Confederates withdrew to Santa Fe and then retreated toward El Paso and
that retreat became a disaster. The southern attempt to capture the Colorado gold fields had ended.
Versatile military historian Flint Whitlock covers the whole campaign
from start to finish in his carefully researched and detailed Distant Bugles,
Distant Drums. The Confederacy, critically short of gold and silver, seeking
more recruits, and perhaps angling for European recognition after "capturing" the vast expanses of the West, sent troops under the command of Brig.
Gen. Henry H. Sibley north up the Rio Grande. Such a desperate campaign needed a brilliant and forceful commander. Sibley proved a failure in
nearly all respects. Colorado responded to pleas for troops and sent the First
Regiment of Colorado volunteers southward. Through a fortunate set of
circumstances and some determined leadership, these Coloradans provided
the turning point in the whole campaign.
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Whitlock sets the scene in his introduction and carries the reader along in
short, focused, well-written chapters. This well-documented shldy includes
excellent maps and photographs. The section detailing what happened to the
major participants after March 1862 adds a nice, revealing touch. This reviewer, however, was a little shocked to read the author's extremely exaggerated claim that five million dollars worth ofgold was extracted from Colorado's
mines in 1858 and eight million dollars the next year.
The long quotes enhance the telling of the story but may discourage
some readers. All told this book is a worthwhile, readable history of Colorado's
and New Mexico's contribution to winning the Civil War.

Duane A. Smith
Fort Lewis College

The Civil War in Arizona: The Story ofthe California Volunteers, 1861-1865. By
Andrew E. Masich. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2006. xiv + 368 pp.
Halftones, maps, bibliography, index. $32.95 cloth,

ISBN

978-0-8061-3747-6.)

A reader interested in and knowledgeable about the Civil War and its
literature might still be unaware of important action in the Far West-New
Mexico and Arizona Territories-during that conflict. However, a considerable body of writing exists. Most of those articles and books deal with the
main campaign in New Mexico Territory from 1861-1862, which saw Confederate Texans under Brig. Gen. Henry H. Sibley invade that Union territory, fight four battles, lose the key Battle of Glorieta Pass during March
1862, and subsequently retreat back to Texas. The Confederates barely escaped. A Federal column of volunteer soldiers from California had marched
across the oven-like desert of southern New Mexico to reinforce the Union
forces already in the territory. The Texans did escape, however, denying the
newly arrived California volunteers the opportunity to participate in the
battles and active military operations that they confidently expected.
Not all the Californians got to New Mexico and the Rio Grande; a significant number remained in what was popularly called Arizona. Actually, the
region referred to, and essentially today's state, was the western half of New
Mexico Territory and did not become the separate Arizona Territory until
February 1863. Historian Darlis A. Miller's book The California Column in
New Mexico (1982) concentrates on the luckier Californians who came further east, as does Neil Carmony's The Civil War in Apacheland: Sergeant

WINTER 2008

BOOK REVIEWS ~ III

George Hand's Diary: California, Arizona, West Texas, New Mexico, 18611864 (1996). Sgt. George Hand was one of the Union reinforcements who
spent most of his war time in New Mexico. In Confederate Pathway to the
Pacific: Major Sherod Hunter and Arizona Territory, C SA (1996), Boyd Finch
details the events and everyday lives of those Texans who marched through,
fought in, and for a time occupied Arizona. Until now little has been published on the Federal volunteers from California whose Civil War experience
consisted entirely of service in the deserts and mountains ofArizona. Andrew
Masich has now filled that vacancy with The Civil War in Arizona.
The book has an unusual format. The first half is Masich's narrative and
analysis of the Californians' enlistment, training, marches across Arizona,
skirmishes with the Confederates at such places as Picacho Pass, expulsion
of the enemy, occupation of Tucson and the area's forts, skirmishes with the
nearby Apaches, patrols along the border with Mexico, and firial mustering
out at war's end. As a former resident of Arizona, the author is intimately
familiar with the baking summer climate and'rugged topography of the
present state and emphasizes those factors as they affected the California
volunteers. The author also looks at the key officers of the California Column, including the commander, Gen. James H. Carleton. Supplies of food,
water, fodder, clothing, arms, and mounts were serious problems, and Masich
describes them and their solutions in some detail.
The book's narrative section is nicely complemented by a second half devoted to the correspondence of several of the California volunteer soldiers
who wrote detailed letters back home to the San Francisco Daily Alta California newspaper. The accounts are often self-serving, political, or demonstrably
incorrect, but they give voice to the officers and enlisted soldiers as they adapt
to life in Arizona, seek fortunes in local mining ventures, deal with the reality
that they are not going to be a part ofthe greater war effort in the East, and are
finally deactivated to return home or remain in the territory with which they
have become familiar. The author rightly concludes that the California volunteers became agents of significant change in Arizona Territory.
Masich has skillfully written a book based on excellent research, filling a
niche in Civil War history that has gone begging until now. Anyone interested in that conflict, especially its Far West campaigns, or for that matter,
in southwestern history, will find The Civil War in Arizona to be an engaging and informative read.
'
Don E. Alberts
Rio Rancho, New Mexico
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A Brave Boy and a Good Soldier: John C. C. Hill and the Texas Expedition to
Mier. By Mary Margaret McAllen Amberson. (Austin: Texas State Historical
Association, 2006. xvi + 78 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index.
$24·95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-87611-214-4, $12·95 paper, ISBN 978-0-87611-230-4.)
Historians frequently fast forward from the Battle of San Jacinto in 1836,
which ended the Texas Revolution, to 1846 and the annexation of Texas by
the United States. Often overlooked, the border war between Mexico and
the Republic of Texas in 1842 directly presaged the territorial disputes that
precipitated the U.S.-Mexico War. One element of the earlier conflict was
Texas general Alexander Somervell's raid into Mexico, culminating in the
defeat and capture of the "Texians" at Mier, Tamaulipas, on Christmas
Day of 1842. One piece of the Mier Expedition story is the part played by
fourteen-year-old soldier John C. C. Hill.
Young Hill accompanied his father and brother on the expedition, fought
alongside them, and was subsequently captured. Initially sheltered by his
captor, Gen. Pedro de Ampudia, Hill was later adopted by no less a figure
than Antonio L6pez de Santa Anna, president of the Republic of Mexico.
Educated as a mining engineer at the Colegio de Minerfa, Hill served as a
translator during the negotiations for the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and
lived out his life in Mexico as a mining and railroad engineer, assayer, and
land agent.
Hill's story falls in the classic genre of captivity tales, and he was something
of a celebrity in his day. Fanny Chambers Gooch Inglehart's The Boy Captive
of the Texas Mier Expedition (1909) is a somewhat fanciful account of his life
informed by the author's interviews with Hill himself. Mary Margaret McAllen
Amberson has updated his biography, utilizing meticulous research from both
Mexican and American sources. While written for an upper elementary school
audience (it has an accompanying curriculum guide), A Brave Boy is a lively
read suitable for adults as well. Sometimes the documentation fails, as when
Amberson describes, without citation, citizens of Matamoros who "sympathized with the Texan cause" (p. 25). For the most part, however, the detailed
notes serve as a thoughtful guide for further investigation. A definition of
defensores would have been useful. The author's use of exact conversational
dialogue as Hill's parents debate his going to war would seem suspect, but
Amberson explains that those passages are based on especially detailed accounts from Inglehart's interviews. The author's treatment of all parties is
evenhanded, employing a running theme of honorable behavior- by the
Mexicans, Texans, and Hill-to narrate this colorful story. Amberson has se-
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lected remarkable images to illustrate Hill's tale, indifferently reproduced as
halftones in this edition. David Timmons also deserves credit for his striking
design of both cover and contents.
Geoffrey R. Hunt
Community College ofAurora Colorado

Colonel Richard Irving Dodge: The Life and Times of a Career Military Officer. By Wayne R. Kime. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2006. xvii
+ 646 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, ISBN 9780-8061-3709-4-)
In this excellent and exhaustive biography, Wayne R. Kime makes a natural and successful transition from editing the writings of Col. Richard Irving
Dodge to chronicling the soldier-author's remarkable life and career. Although he spent forty-three years as a professional soldier, Dodge is best
remembered for his literary achievements, which included two well-received
books about the Trans-Mississippi West: The Plains of the Great West and
Their Inhabitants (1877) and Our Wild Indians (1882). Yet, "the facts of his
military career were all but forgotten" (p. xiii). Kime aims to correct this
deficiency, and he is well suited for the task, having devoted much of his
career to editing and preparing Dodge's military journals for publication.
Such thorough immersion in Dodge's writings has afforded Kime a truly
intimate perspective from which to craft his biography. This portrait offers a
sensitive portrayal of the man within the broad context of the post-Civil
War frontier army and its inner workings.
Despite his aversion to combat, the genesis of which lay in his Civil War
experiences, Dodge had a long and productive career in the West. Following.
the Battle of Bull Run in 1861, which brought him into direct conflict with
several of his former comrades, the young captain commented, "I cannot
take part in a contest, when I am afraid to look at a heap of slain enemies,
because I may there see the body of near and dear friends" (p. 47). Instead,
Dodge sought out noncombat duties, positions for which he was well suited.
These were roles in which Dodge continued to achieve success as an officer
on the postwar frontier: garrison duty and command, service on military
courts and committee boards, and eventually aide to commanding general
of the army William Tecumseh Sherman. Dodge's accomplishments in administrative positions did not preclude him from admirable service in the
field. He commanded a joint scientific-military expedition to the Black Hills
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in 1875, oversaw an infantry brigade during the Powder River Campaign in
the autumn of 1876, and served in an aborted campaign against the Utes in
1880. These and numerous other assignments afforded Dodge the opportunity to take in the unspoiled landscape of the West, which he deeply enjoyed, and provided him with perspective on the Plains Indian nations and
their plight. Kime skillfully demonstrates how such experiences evolved into
Dodge's deep disdain for the Indian Bureau (a position shared by many
U.S. Army leaders) and his sympathy for the Indians' declining culture.
Kime has produced the definitive biography of Dodge, but he has also
opened a window into the workings of the western frontier army. That complex and multifaceted social microcosm was home to not only famous field
commanders such as George Crook and Ranald S. Mackenzie, but also less
visible, although no less important, officers like Colonel Dodge. His biography makes a valuable addition to the literature of the West and the army
that secured it.
Daniel P. Barr
Robert Morris University

Black Gun, Silver Star: The Life and Legend of Frontier Marshal Bass Reeves. By
Art T. Burton, foreword by Daniel F. Littlefield Jr. Race and Ethnicity in the
American West series. (Lincoln: University ofNebraska Press, 2006. xix + 346 pp.
Halftones, maps, appendix, notes, index. $24.95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8032-1338-8.)
Art T. Burton's history of Bass Reeves, Oklahoma's most famous territorial
lawman, is an open invitation to other historians to explore wider and deeper
into the state's African American past. Burton's work will be a welcome addition to any library. Not only does the book entertain and enlighten, it also
encourages us to realize the importance of creating and preserving records of
the black experience before they are lost forever. If records are not kept, future generations will be deprived of the chance to know the personal and
intimate African American past, not just its public persona.
Burton and scholars like him draw out from darkened corners a different
history of Oklahoma's African Americans. From the very beginning of its
existence, Oklahoma has had a less-than-full story strategically incorporated
in its history. An example of this stylized history is the mock wedding that
took place in Guthrie, the territorial and first state capitol, when the white
groom took his Indian bride and united Indian and Oklahoma territories.
Who noticed the black faces, including the lone black legislator, among the
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"wedding guests"? Generations of Americans became aware of the black
experience only on rare occasions, usually when racial conflicts over civil
liberties arose. As the state prepares to celebrate its centennial, works like
Burton's help clarify that Oklahoma's unique past is as much about African
Americans as it is about whites and Native Americans.
In Reeves's time, people knew that black and black-Indian men and
women walked proudly in Oklahoma, often alongside white Oklahomans.
This time was before outsiders came in with Jim Crow society, crushed
liberty, and then shut windows and doors that opened into the state's other
black past. Burton has flung the curtains aside and pushed the door open so
we can see and venture into this pre-statehood world where the struggle for
power was not yet won by white Democrats, lily-white Republicans, and
their Indian allies.
Reeves was a special American, and not just because he was an illiterate
former slave and a black federal lawman. He was a talented detective, an
intimidating officer of the law, and a man of principle whose professional
demeanor brought praise, even from his enemies. Burton performs a great
service to the profession by patiently coaxing Reeves's life from newspapers,
personal interviews, public documents, federal records, and obscure references in previously published histories. Reeves almost steps from the pages.
Historians, including perhaps Burton himself, will hopefully place Reeves
more clearly in a broader context of post-Civil War, pre-statehood Oklahoma history and help us better understand the uniqueness of this particular black history. Burton has shown us the task that lies ahead as we prepare
the new context for men like Reeves and countless other African Americans
who saw Oklahoma as their land of opportunity. For this service the reviewer extends his thanks.
Jere W. Roberson
University ofCentra I Oklahoma

A Texas Cowboy's Journal: Up the Trail to Kansas in 1868. By Jack Bailey,
edited by David Dary, transcribed by Charles E. Rand, foreword by Charles
P. Schroeder. Western Legacy Series. (Norman: University ofOklahoma Press,
2006. xlvii + 111 pp. Halftones, maps, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth, ISBN

97 8-0-8061-3737-7. )
Jack Bailey is not exactly a household name among historians of the
American West, but he should be. In 2001 the National Cowboy and Western
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Heritage Museum acquired Bailey's diary, and Charles E. Rand, the director of its research center, transcribed the handwriting. Acclaimed cowboy
scholar David Dary was invited to introduce and annotate Bailey's work.
Together, the work of Bailey, Rand, and Dary provides an insightful look at
the unglamorous reality of a cowboy's lot.
Dary tells us that Bailey was probably born in Mississippi in 1831 and
arrived in Texas in the late 185os. He returned to Mississippi to serve in the
Confederate Army. After the war, Bailey went back to Texas and took up
small-scale farming and stock raising in the vicinity of Dallas. Bailey does
not fit the stereotypical cowboy as he was older than most, had a farmstead,
was married, and had children.
What does this unusual man's journal tell us about cattle driving in 18687
For one thing, the trail he took, which was east of what would become the
Chisholm Trail that cattleman Joseph McCoy would map and mark, was a
busy place. Drovers were moving cattle herds in front and behind the one
Bailey attended. He constantly encountered African American cavalry patrols in Indian Territory. He displayed his prejudices openly and without
any irony, bitterly complaining about a once "free country" degraded and
"governed by Negroe Supremacy" while two African Americans rode along
in his crew (p. 6). He took careful note of the beautiful farms owned and
operated by Indian families, and not once did he fear attack. The trail boss,
Jo~n Adare, often hired Indians to serve as guides. The most dangerous
aspect of cattle driving came during stampedes. A few wives along with
their children accompanied this drive. During one eventful, stormy night,
the cattle took off in fright tearing through the camp terrorizing the women
and children, which is not to say that the cowboys took things calmly either.
Bailey recognized and aptly described the importance of water, good
grass, level ground, trade with Indians, and army protection. Gender, class,
ethnic, and race relationships are also revealed through the lens of Bailey's
writing. Bailey does not make it to Abilene with the herd. Adare kept the
herd south of present-day Wichita trying to fatten up the beeves before placing them into market. Bailey was let go, and he traveled through central
Kansas, giving an unembossed depiction of emerging city life in such places
like Emporia and Lawrence. Bailey ends his journal this way: "I dont force
you to read this so if you dont like it, just lay it down + don't critisize me for
I make no pretintions toward writeing or any thing of the kind. Hope it will
interest some people" (p. 90)'
Certainly, Bailey's work will interest some people, and it deserves a place
alongside the venerable Trail Drivers of Texas: Interesting Sketches of Early
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Cowboys and their Experiences on the Range. .. (1985). Both Dary and Bailey
have added greatly to our understanding of the over-romanticized yet fascinating life of cowboys.
Jim Sherow
Kansas State University

Red Dirt: Growing Up Okie. By Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, foreword by Mike
Davis. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2006. xiii + 228 pp. $16,95
paper, ISBN 978-0-8061-3775-9.)
Born in 1938, Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz recalls that her childhood was most
heavily influenced by three factors: her financially successful grandfather's
socialism, her father's failed economic circumstances, and her mother's
somewhat mysterious Native American descent (a social stigma at the time).
Her memoir is excellent in its realistic portrayal of contradictory family relationships, which include both deep emotional ties and violent episodes of
conflict.
Dunbar-Ortiz was the doted-upon baby of the family. She was also asthmatic. These circumstances gave her a degree of emotional and psychological power, which she used to manipulate some family situations, especially in
times of potential domestic violence. Her siblings - Lawrence, idolized firstborn; Vera, socially conscious big sister; and Hank, briefly locally famous
athlete- became increasingly important in Dunbar-Ortiz's life as her mother,
first loving and protective, eventually descended into alcoholic insanity.
One focus of Dunbar-Ortiz's memoir is the conflicted relationship with
her father. The transference of her early adoration of him to a decades-long
estrangement is never fully explained, but almost every male discussed in
Red Dirt, including her father, brothers, and brothers-in-law, is verbally and/
or physically abusive. Male dominance is an obvious cultural-assumption.
An uncomfortable reconciliation between the author and her father concludes the book.
The "Afterword to the Oklahoma Edition" offers some new material.
Unreluctant to express her politics, Dunbar-Ortiz blames large corporations,
manipulative politicians, and fundamentalist religions for the problems that
contributed to the poverty of her father's family. She refers to 1950S Oklahoma as "a tightly run proto-fascist state ... leaving a hard heart of corporate control and a fearful population" (p. 226).
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Dunbar-Ortiz left Oklahoma for California in the 195os, so her memoir
reflects a removal of some fifty years' duration. Consequently, attempts to
assert her Okie roots sometimes fail textually. For example she misuses the
colloquial familiar form of address ''y'all,'' which is a contraction for "you
all" and obviously plural. The author uses it in singular form, which is never
heard. In another place, apparently attempting to replicate some of the downhome colorful language for which Oklahoma is famous, Dunbar-Ortiz says,
"The air was soft and warm, the sky the color of the bluing Mama used in
the wash" (p. 23)' Bluing is actually almost black, an obviously inappropriate metaphor for sky color.
Red Dirt is, however, a personal memoir and therefore unassailable in its
presentation. Individual memories, while not necessarily (and in this case
not at all) representative of common experience in a specific time and place,
are not accountable to the same standards of objectivity as other kinds of
historical documents. Red Dirt is one woman's recollection and later interpretation of a brief period of her own story, and it holds value as such.
Sandra Petree
Northwestern Oklahoma State University

Railwayman's Son: A Plains Family Memoir. By Hugh Hawkins, introduction by
H. Roger Grant. Plains Histories Series. (Lubbock: Texas Tech University Press,
2006. xxi + 196 pp. Halftones, appendix. $24.95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-89672-557-7.)
This memoir of childhood in three small Midwestern railroad towns
during the Great Depression provides some insight into aspects of railroad
work; the impact of the automobile, radio, and movies; conceptions of respectability; and sibling relationships. Hugh Hawkins was born in 1929 and
was the youngest of five children spread over an eighteen-year span. His
father was a railroad dispatcher on the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific
(Rock Island) Railroad. The dispatcher position required little formal education but entailed considerable responsibility. During the period Hawkins
covers, from his early childhood until 1941, he resided first in Herington, in
east central Kansas; then in Goodland, in far western Kansas; and finally in
El Reno, Oklahoma, where his father relocated in 1940.
Although competition from cars and trucks and the economic conditions of the Depression caused railroads to eliminate many jobs during this
period, Hawkins's father always had steady work. His income allowed the
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family to own a sizeable house and automobiles. The children received
post-secondary education. Hawkins's father belonged to a railroad brotherhood that provided a solid pension and other benefits. The memoir gives no
sense that Hawkins's politically conservative parents discussed, or were affected by, labor conflict, except that Hawkins's father did not care for strikes.
The church-going family was concerned about projecting an image of
respectability. They were proud of the chandeliers and French doors inside
their home. Hawkins's mother, a fastidious housekeeper active in women's
clubs, noted that her husband's "elegant table manners" first attracted her
to him (p. 58). When the family visited the railroad depot, she "would point
out proper and improper travel dress" (p. 68). Her husband removed his
car's cigarette lighter, which he considered "a temptation" (p. 74).
Raised in a society less age-graded than today's, Hawkins was also significantly influenced by his older siblings, who provided "lots of moral instruction" (p. 14). A brother eighteen years his senior still lived at home-a
common experience during the Depression when job scarcity often delayed
marriage. Neighborhood children of different ages played together in the
streets, and older children told scary stories to younger ones.
The family's contacts appear to have been largely with native Protestants, although frequent travel by railroad and auto and the experiences of
radio and movies provided them with unprecedented exposure to the outside world. The Rock Island was identified as a "Protestant" railroad, whether
or not this designation was the result of a deliberate hiring policy is unclear.
Unlike all-white Goodland, some Mrican Americans lived in EI Reno but
were residentially and educationally segregated and marginalized.
Although the Dust Bowl did major damage to Southern Plains agriculture, Hawkins provides only a sketchy account of it. The author sometimes
pads his overly descriptive and insufficiently introspective memoir with accounts of insignificant events. An example of this tendency is when he recalls that he had no room for fried chicken at a family reunion because he
consumed too many deviled eggs.
Stephen H. Norwood
Univer;ity ofOklahoma
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The Colorado Labor Wars: Cripple Creek, 19°3-19°4: A Centennial Commemoration. Edited by Tim Blevins, Chris Nicholl, and Calvin P. Otto, foreword by Paula J. Miller. Regional History Series. (Colorado Springs, Colo.:
Pikes Peak Library District, 2006. 133 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, bibliog-

raphy, index. $1+95 paper, ISBN 978-1-56735-225-2.)
One method of judging a book is to address how successfully the manuscript fulfills its stated purpose. Does the book accomplish what the author
promises the reader? The Colorado Labor Wars, a collection of symposium
papers commemorating the centennial anniversary of the 19°3-19°4 Cripple
Creek strike, does indeed fulfill its stated goals. This short book provides a
quick overview of events, introduces larger historical themes and debates,
and highlights the personal consequences of historical events.
In 1903 miners in the Cripple Creek region went on strike to support
nearby smelter workers who were fired or blacklisted for union activity and
demanding an eight-hour workday. The local business community persuaded
the newly elected governor, Republican James H. Peabody, to send the
National Guard to Cripple Creek on the pretext of preventing violence and
restoring order. The local anti-union Citizens' Alliance and Mine Owners'
Association teamed up with the National Guard and state officials to suppress
or suspend civil rights including freedom of assembly, freedom of the press,
the right to bear arms, and the right of habeas corpus. When a bomb killed
thirteen non-union workers in June 1904, the National Guard and anti-union
forces responded by attacking union halls, sacking Western Federation of
Miners' cooperative stores, forcing local elected officials to resign, banning
union labor, and deporting over two hundred union workers to Kansas and
New Mexico. These events transformed Cripple Creek from a stronghold of
union labor to an area almost completely void of union activity.
Like almost any essay collection, the papers embodied in The Colorado
Labor Wars represent a range of quality and depth. Elizabeth Jameson's
keynote address not only provides a narrative overview of events, but also
touches upon several historical debates and issues related to the strike. Most
importantly Jameson links events in Cripple Creek to similar conflicts between labor and capital occurring throughout the West during the turn of
the century. Marcia Tremmel Goldstein argues that middle- and upperclass female reformers joined together with mostly male union leaders to
form the basis of an alliance that democratized Colorado's political system.
The different accounts of the strike by two female journalists - Emma
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Langdon and Nell Anthony, who was known by the pen name of Polly Pryare the focus of Bridget Burke's essay. Both Jan MacKell's chapter on prostitution and Ed Hunter's piece on the practice of high-grading contain
interesting tidbits about daily life in Cripple Creek, but they also leave the
reader wanting more context and explanations. The link between family
history and large historical events like the Cripple Creek strike are fused in
Katherine Scott Sturdevant's essay about her great-grandfather.
While each of the essays touches on different themes and aspects of the
Cripple Creek strike, all share, to varying degrees, a common emphasis on
how individual lives and whole communities were forever altered by the
tragic events of 19°3-19°4- This short book provides a quick and readable
introduction to those turbulent times.
Thomas A. Krainz
Framingham State College

Boulder: Evolution ofa City. By Silvia Pettem, foreword by Listo,n E. Leyendecker. Revised edition. (Boulder: University Press of Colorado, 2006. xiii + 212
pp. Halftones, map, table, index. $19-95 paper, ISBN 978-0-87°81-831-8.)
Silvia Pettem's book documents the physical development of Boulder,
Colorado, by carefully juxtaposing a plethora of historic photographs to
contemporary scenes. As Liston Leyendecker notes in the foreword, the
book contains "a great deal of good information" about particular buildings
and sites that conveys a visual history of this important Colorado city (p. x).
Keeping her emphasis on a distinct place, Pettem has organized the book
around neighborhoods instead of as a straight chronology. After briefbiographies of early Boulder photographers, she describes the downtown business
district, which became the Pearl Street Mall. In successive chapters, she examines the areas around the central region in roughly chronological order:
south-central, north-central, west-central, east-central. Later chapters chronicle
the city's early twentieth-century expansion. North Boulder, the University of
Colorado campus, and the University Hill and Chautauqua neighborhoods
are presented in separate chapters. She concludes with south Boulder, primarily developed in the post-World War II period. A map based on the 1912 city
helps orient the reader, but one wishes it included all the regions featured in
the book. In each chapter, Pettem provides a brief description of the
neighborhood's general historical characteristics and prominent buildings.
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The heart of this book is the numerous pages of historic photographs
presented next to contemporary shots of the same site. Pettem has scoured
the photo archives for pertinent images, sometimes providing several successive pictures of a single site. Each street scene, building, or landscape
receives a short history, date, and source. The captions reveal extensive research into the most specific details of local history. Although the historic
photos are her most valuable contribution, they also limit the book and its
histories to the built environment deemed worthy of photographing: the
landscape of the white, middle- and upper-classes.
The photographs and Pettem's site-specific histories are the book's great
strengths. These elements will prove useful to certain types of historians.
Most obviously people interested in Boulder history will be fascinated with
the before-and-after photographs. Preservationists rely heavily on such images to document architectural changes and guide rehabilitations. The book
provides architectural historians seeking examples of local building styles
and types with a myriad of representations from which to choose. For western
historians, however, Pettem's book has a more limited appeal as it provides
little contextual framework to understand Boulder's growth. Leyendecker's
short introduction attempts to rectify this situation but the book deserves a
full explanation of how Boulder's evolution related to that of the state as a
whole. The book is best read as a supplement to texts such as Colorado: A
History of the Centennial State (2005) by Carl Abbott, Stephen Leonard,
and Thomas Noel. Historians will also have a difficult time replicating
Pettem's research as she does not footnote her historical information or captions, although she does provide a bibliography of secondary sources about
Boulder. A research guide informing readers how and where to find primary sources and photographs would be a welcome addition to her book.
Purely local histories like this book play an important role in the historical discipline. Most people experience history through immediate contact
with historic features, including architecture and landscapes. Heavily pictorial works encourage a sense of history through fostering an intimate knowledge of place. When Americans identify with the past, they are moved to
preserve it.
Janet Ore
Colorado State University
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American Outback: The Oklahoma Panhandle in the Twentieth Century. By

Richard Lowitt. Plains Histories Series. (Lubbock: Texas Tech University
Press, 2006. xxi + 138 pp. Halftones, maps, tables, notes, index. $21.95 cloth,
ISBN

978-0-89672-558-4.)

In this brief book, the admirably prolific historian Richard Lowitt has
focused his curiosity on Oklahoma's remote Panhandle. His analysis first
appeared as four articles in The Chronicles of Oklahoma and Agricultural
History between 2000 and 2002 and now has been slightly restructured with
an introduction and epilogue added. Not a comprehensive history, the short
volume covers the development of agriculture, water resources, and oil and
gas in the three counties that comprise the Sooner State's Panhandle. The
resulting product is a solid introduction to the economic patterns of this
remote part of the Southern Plains.
Lowitt begins by describing the early ranches, farms, and towns in the
area, which he calls an "American Outback." His concept is more a metaphoricallabel rather than a traditional thesis for the Panhandle. All the Southern Plains are worthy of the comparison to the Australian hinterland, not just
this small slice of the region. The first Panhandle settlers came in the 1870S
and 1880s to graze cattle or to speculate in land not yet available for ownership under homesteading laws. The organization of the territorial and state
governments spurred development as did the coming of railroads into the
region around the time of statehood. Farming expansion using dry-land techniques, coupled with the stimulation of World War I, caused the Panhandle
to thrive, making it a major producer of cattle and wheat. This prosperity
came to a halt in the 1930S due to the triple disasters of depression, drought,
and dust. Resourceful residents and the assistance of agricultural scientists
and government programs induced a return to normality by the 1950s.
During the second' half of the twentieth century, the development of
natural gas fields and the tapping of the Ogallala aquifer turned the region
into the most heavily irrigated and prosperous farming region in Oklahoma.
Despite setbacks, such as the failed Optimal Dam project and fears of depleting underground water, the Panhandle seemed as vibrant as ever at the
end of the millennium. The introduction of hog factories and continued
beef production has kept the Panhandle economically sound and led to
more ethnic diversity due to the arrival of Latino workers.
In his overview, Lowitt chose not to recount the dramatic dust storms of
the 1930S and only touches on the historiographical debate concerning the
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role of the federal government in resurrecting the region. He provides an
economic framework informed by his decades of research and writing about
the West and the governmental policies of the era. Although the book includes no bibliography, Lowitt provides exhaustive notes with both primary
and secondary references that will serve as a model for future research of
the region. Students of Southern Plains and Oklahoma history will find this
book instructive and interesting.
Kenny L. Brown
University

of Central Oklahoma

War Dance at Fort Marion: Plains Indian War Prisoners. By Brad D. Lookingbill. Revised edition. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2006. xiii +
290 pp. Halftones, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN
978-0-8061-3739-1.)
Most students of Indian history know about nineteenth-century federally
sponsored boarding schools for children. Fewer may be aware that an antecedent to that policy was an army experiment to imprison and educate Plains
Indian warriors. Between 1875 and 1878, seventy-eight Southern Cheyennes,
Comanches, Kiowas, and Arapahos and one Caddo lived at Fort Marion in
St. Augustine, Florida, as prisoners of war and guinea pigs in Capt. Richard
Henry Pratt's experiment in education. Almost one quarter of those men
died. The rest survived and eventually returned home. Brad D. Lookingbill's
carefully researched, well-written account of their experience stresses the
survival skills these men exhibited during and after their exile. Historians
consider Pratt's experiment either "the twilight of one era or the dawn of
another" (p. 5). However one pitches it, that moment has not been adequately
investigated-until now.
Lookingbill presents the prisoners as essentially fearless, willing to learn,
and interested in acquiring their conquerors' powers. Pratt, of course, intended to "kill the Indian and save the man." Those exiles who survived the
experience found a way to save the Indian and the man. Pratt planned to
train them as scouts for the army. He also wanted them to learn "manly"
work such as carpentry; blacksmithing; farming; English, in classes where
the Bible served as the primary text; and drawing. Twenty-first century readers might see the exiles' cooperation, particularly in wearing military uniforms, repairing the fortress that housed them, performing dances, and selling
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their ledger-drawing art work to tourists, as sad evidence of complete surrender. Lookingbill opts to emphasize the prisoners' subtle forms of dissent
and to argue that the military training actually appealed to them because "it
resonated with native zeal for militarism" (p. 80). Moreover, they maintained their cultures through their drawings and entertainment, which featured equestrian exhibitions and traditional songs and dances.
The prisoners' ultimate goal was to return home. In 1878 the army released them. About one-third chose to enroll at Hampton Institute (a school
for former slaves) and other training centers in the East. The rest returned to
reservations, which offered few options for employment or opportunities to
practice their new skills. Even the handful who became Episcopal missiona.ries found reservation life difficult, and their mission efforts eventually lapsed.
Pratt was not dissuaded from his purpose, however, and in 1879 he opened his
off-reservation boarding school for children at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, beginning a new chapter in the history of forced acculturation.
Lookingbill believes historians, in emphasizing the "bleakness" of Indian education, "have told only part of the story" (p. 8). He points out the
way these men "excelled at the art of survival" using their time at Ft. Marion
as a "study abroad [which] allowed them to infiltrate a foreign country and
to gather intelligence" (pp. 129, 173). Upon being repatriated, the "bold and
clever fighters emerged from incarceration prepared to count coups once
again" (p. 203). Alas Lookingbill asserts, rather than demonstrates, these
rosy assessments. The returnees' experiences seem more restrained, less triumphant, more complicated, and just plain sadder than this interpretation
allows. The book concludes, however, with a more muted assessment: "Their
destiny was not to stop the Indian war that never ends but to survive it" (p.
203). Surely that is achievement enough.
Sherry L. Smith
Southern Methodist University

Crazy Horse: A Lakota Life. By Kingsley M. Bray. Civilization of the American Indian Series. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2006. xviii + 510
pp. 18 halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $34-95 cloth, ISBN 978-08061-37 85-8.)
Crazy Horse is an icon to the Lakota people today and an immensely
important person in the history of the American West. Surprisingly, there
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has been only one serious biography of this man, which novelist Mari
Sandoz wrote over a half-century ago. Sandoz's effort is nearly as much
fiction as history. The reason for the lapse is simple: Crazy Horse was
mystical, and he died early in life in the summer of 1877. He stood for no
portraits, and he gave virtually no interviews to newspaper men or historians. Just trying to sort out exactly where he was at any given time in his
short life is challenging.
Kingsley M. Bray has done as good a job as possible in meeting this
challenge. He has fit Crazy Horse into the Lakota religious and political
world, showing how he obtained his power through visions and his authority through heroism in battle. Bray then traces Crazy Horse's life through
the series of encounters known today as the Great Sioux War. He starts with
Crazy Horse's role in destroying Lt. William J. Fetterman's command in
1866 on the Wyoming Plains and covers Crazy Horse's efforts at the Little
Big Hom, where Lt. Col. George Armstrong Custer met his fate. Bray portrays Crazy Horse as an emerging war chief (blotahunka) who had opponents within his own tribe, the Oglala Sioux, but who helped organize the
resistance movement that ultimately led to Custer's demise. Unlike many
biographers of other Lakota chiefs, Bray also is careful not to suggest that
one man, such as Crazy Horse, ever became the "Great Chief' of the Lakota
nation, a position that never existed.
As early as the 1930S, the easiest way to get into an argument on the Sioux
reservations in the Dakotas was to suggest that Crazy Horse, or his contemporary, Sitting Bull, was most responsible for the demise of Custer. Today, the descendants of these two men lead this still raging debate. It has
also led to a plethora of interviews and oral-history accounts, many of them
published in this place or that, and most of which support one side or the
other. Bray has tried hard to sort his way through this material. If there is a
problem with this biography, it is the usual one of an author becoming
enamored with his subject. Doing so is easy after spending more than twenty
years researching the subject.
Even with that criticism, this work is clearly an important contribution
to the literature on the Plains Sioux and their struggle to remain an independent nation. Crazy Horse is a long read, requiring a good fireplace and
lots of wood as well as a long cold spell, but it is worth it.

Gary Clayton Anderson
University of Oklahoma
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Hispanic Methodists, Presbyterians, and Baptists in Texas. By Paul Barton. Jack
and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culhlre. (Austin: University ofTexas Press, 2006. x + 2.46 pp. Halftones, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $5°.00 cloth, ISBN 978-0-292-71291-1, $19.95 paper, ISBN 978-0-

29 2-7 1335-2.)
Paul Barton analyzes how Hispanic Protestantes in Texas developed a religious identity that is both Hispanic and Protestant in the cultural and religious spaces between Anglo American Protestantism and Mexican American
Catholicism. He focuses on the "intricacies of the relationship between religion and culture" in the Protestant-Catholic encounter among Hispanics in
the Southwest (p. 3). He recognizes that assimilation theory does not explain
why many third- and fourth-generation Protestantes continue to be part of
Mexican American congregations instead of joining the Protestant churches
of the dominant culture. Barton utilizes the metaphor of a tapestry to describe the complex weaving used by Protestantes to develop and maintain a
separate religious identity. He interweaves their Catholic religious background
(chapter 2), the dominant features of Protestantism presented by the missionaries (chapter 3), how Hispanics appropriated Protestantism (chapter 4), the
Mexican American character of Hispanic Protestantism (chapter 5), and the
relationship between Hispanic Protestants and Catholics (chapter 6).
By going back and forth between the cultural and religious issues raised
by being a religious minority among Catholic Mexican Americans and a
cultural minority among Anglo American Protestants, Barton demonstrates
the complexities of being a Hispanic Protestante. This complex identity,
discussed in the conclusion, continues to shift as more and more Hispanic
Protestantes are Pentecostals, and mainline Protestantes find themselves
defining their identity in the midst ofAnglo American Protestantism, Mexican American Catholicism, and Mexican American Pentecostalism.
The author has done a broad study, but at times it seems too widespread.
One cannot always clearly perceive how Hispanic Protestante identity in
Texas has evolved over the years. Many of the broad themes the author
addresses could be books in and of themselves. The author also chose to
analyze three groups of Hispanic Protestantes who started at the same time
but have developed in very different ways. The book would likely have been
strengthened by focusing on Presbyterians and Methodists, denominations
with similar histories and similar developments. Including the Baptist story
limits the author's ability to ask important questions about the specific
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identity issues related to being a mainline Hispanic Protestante. Smaller
quibbles include the dating ofspecific Spanish-language contos and the author's
use of examples from New Mexico in a book about Texas Protestantes (p. 95).
Barton provides an important contribution to the issues of Latino Protestant identity development and maintenance, particularly among those who
are part of mainline Protestant denominations. He demonstrates both the
vitality of this faith- tradition and the challenges it faces. His work joins a
growing number of studies, including Protestantes/Protestants by David
Maldonado (1999); Latino Pentecostal Identity: Evangelical Faith, Self and
Society by Arlene Sanchez Walsh (2003); OfBorders and Margins: Hispanic

Disciples in Texas, 1888-1945 by Daisy L. Machado (2003); La Llorona's
Children: Religion, Life, and Death in the U.S.-Mexican Borderlands by
Luis D. Leon (2004); Iglesias peregrinas en busca de identidad: Cuadros del
protestantismo latino en los Estados Unidos by Martfnez Guerra and Luis
Scott (2004); and Sea la Luz: The Making of Mexican Protestantism in the
American Southwest, 1829-1900 by Juan Francisco Martinez (2006), that are
addressing the issue of what it means to be both Hispanic and Protestant in
the changing Borderlands of the Southwest.
Juan Francisco Martinez
Fuller Theological Seminary

The Mormon History Association's Tanner Lectures: The First Twenty Years.
Edited by Dean L. May and Reid L. Neilson. (Urbana: University of Illinois
Press, 2006. xi + 406 pp. Index. ho.oo cloth, ISBN 978-0-252-°3°52-9, $3°.00
paper, ISBN 978-0-252-°7288-8.)
This volume of essays makes available for the first time to a broad audience an eclectic but rich set of analyses of Mormonism by senior scholars
whose academic reputations were earned in subjects other than Mormonism.
Based on lectures commissioned between 1980 and 1999 by the Mormon
History Association, the book includes twenty-one essays by many of the
academy's most influential thinkers. The questions addressed are as various as
the authors' specialties. Of course, as with all collections, the reader will find
some more relevant than others, but no essay will disappoint those looking for
new ways of thinking about Mormonism and even religion itself.
The collection is loosely organized into three categories, and each is
introduced by a senior scholar of Mormonism. Richard L. Bushman leads
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with commentary on six essays related to Mormonism's early period. In
addition to Gordon Wood's classic "Evangelical America and Early Mormonism," this section contains John Wilson's use of Mormonism to
problematize assumptions about church-state relations in the early republic. Timothy L. Smith's 1980 analysis of early Mormon narrativity demonstrates that the new movement's appeal was due to its parallels with, not
deviance from, its Bible-saturated culture. Nathan Hatch and Richard
Hughes compare Mormons to Methodists (popular religion) and Cambellites
(restorationism) respectively and thus provide a more particular application
of published work. Laurence Moore does not reprise his outsider thesis but
instead explores the contrast between the Mormons' view of "play as something inextricably connected to the religious life" and the more dour view
of their contemporaries (p. 113).
Thomas G. Alexander introduces those essays related to Mormonism's
middle period. Several bring much needed attention to class, ethnicity, gender, and culture. Anne Firor Scott's 1986 essay demonstrates that, just as the
eastern suffragists peaked in political strength, Mormon feminists "fell back"
(p. 218). She raises questions still worthy of, but waiting for, an answer. Patricia
Limerick artfully elaborates on theories of race and ethnicity to argue that
"Mormon ethnicity provides a more tranquil and tractable way to approach
the topic of ethnicity in the United States" (p. 194). Other essays in this
section analyze British popular culture (John F. C. Harrison), missiology
(Peter Lineham), and women's pioneering (Glenda Riley). Mormonism's
political struggles are subject to the expert scrutiny of Howard Lamar, D.
W. Meinig, and Martin Ridge.
Under the rubric of methodology, Jan Shipps provides the overview for
the most eclectic set ofessays. They range from John Gager's comparison of
early Christian and Mormon conversion patterns to Martin Marty's 1983
diplomatic address to partisans in a recent conflict of faith and history. The
following year, Edwin Gaustad extended Marty's theme to consider what
Mormonism teaches us about history as theology. Sociologist Rodney Stark's
essay extends Gager's theme by arguing for Mormonism's usefulness as a
model of modern religious growth. Other essayists return to history proper:
Henry Bowden (intellectual history) and Laurie Maffley-Kipp (Mormon
missions in the Pacific).
The study of Mormonism has been largely an insider's activity. This collection showcases the successful effort of the Tanner Lectures to counter
that trend and showcase the value of comparative studies in Mormonism.
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Characterized by imaginative observations about an imaginative tradition,
this collection is a must read for any student of Mormonism and a good read
for any student of American religion.
Kathleen Flake
Vanderbilt University

The Search for Pedro's Story. By Marian L. Martinello and Samuel P. Nesmith.
(Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 2006. xxii + 255 pp. Halftones,
maps, appendix, notes. $17.95 paper, ISBN 978-0-87565-324-2.)
This book is not a work of academic history and it does not seek to be.
Instead, it employs a singular technique to narrate the life-story of a common soldier, Pedro de Peres, who served in the garrison of San Antonio de
Bexar during the late 18005. Peres actually existed as a historical personage,
but little is known about him other than the mention of his name in some
documents. Given his common status, traditional historical research would
not be able to provide much more detail about Peres. Nonetheless, having
discovered his name in a historical document, Marian L. Martinello wanted
to know more about him and the sort of life garrison soldiers lived during
his era. Hence, Martinello uses a variety of investigative and fictional approaches to reconstruct what she thinks his life might have been like. The
author is a retired professor of education at the University of Texas at San
Antonio, and she is assisted in her research by Samuel P. Nesmith, a former
curator of the Alamo.

The Search for Pedro's Story is divided into eight chapters, each dealing
with the author's reconstruction of activities in which Peres might have
engaged. The chapters are divided into three generic sections: "The Signpost," "The Search," and "The Story." Each of the eight signposts consists of
the author describing a particular modern-day artifact or document that
caused her to think about attributes of Peres's life. For example in the chapter dealing with the breed of horses used in colonial Texas, the author visited a ranch near Lockhart, Texas, where she observed a modern-day horse
similar to those that existed in the Spanish colonial period. That became
her signpost into research and discussion of horses. Other signposts include
a chocolate pot artifact, an eighteenth-century brick wall uncovered by archaeologists in San Antonio, and a colonial hocking knife.
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"The Search" section of each chapter consists of a first-person narrative
of the author's attempts to research such topics as clothing, food, amusements, garrison life, family ties, and similar concerns that would have
bounded Peres's life. The author recounts her personal conversations and
emails with historians and other scholars of the Spanish Borderlands, including Frank de la Teja, Adan Benavides, Rosalind Rock, Anne Fox, and
others. She asked them questions about various aspects of life in colonial
San Antonio. The various responses made by these individuals are quoted
in the narrative as historical details. The author also used a number of
websites on the internet as sources, along with consulting secondary sources
and primary documents.
"The Story" section of each chapter is a fictional vignette in the life of
Peres in which she novelisticly creates dialogue to give him personal identity
as he grappled with the human complexities of life in colonial Texas. These
stories deal with aspects of his life such as his wedding, standing guard duty,
travels, home life, diet, clothing, and similar concerns of daily living.
Light Townsend Cummins
Austin College

Indians and Emigrants: Encounters on the Overland Trails. By Michael L. Tate.
(Norman: University ofOklahoma Press, 2006. xxiv + 328 pp. Halftones, maps,
notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN 978--0-8061-3710-0.)
Michael L. Tate takes a close look at the encounters between overland
emigrants and Indians between 1840 and 1870 on the central routes across
the North American West-the Oregon, California, and Mormon trails.
Tate points out that the result of these encounters was far more likely to be
cooperation than conflict. He pursues his thesis through a series of thematic chapters focused on the emigrant experience, including confusion
and misinformation about the crossing; emigrant impressions of western
landscapes; trade with, assistance from, and friendships with Indians; experiences with bison, epidemics, burials, and fires; and exaggerated tales of
massacres and captivity. Indians and Emigrants is the result of near-exhaustive
research into the voluminous emigrant accounts, Native American recollections and views, and ethnographical information.
Tate points out that the emigrants possessed preconceived notions about
Indians from literature, art, journalism, and family stories, but fails to note
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that these drew upon the nearly two cenhIries of conflict between Indians and
European settlers. This conflict created a mental divide into "savagery" and
"civilization," marked in the overlander's minds by crossing the Missouri River.
A history of exchange accompanied this history of violence, and many Indians were willing to trade, serve as guides, sources of information, and letter
carriers on the trail. Both Indians and emigrants were curious about and interested in each other, and many Indians were willing to enter into cordial
relations with the overlanders. These good relations grew strained at times as
emigrants brought disease, caused fires, and contributed to a decreasing bison population, although Elliot West's research suggests that the impact was
not as direct as Tate believes. Unsurprisingly, conflict occurred. Nevertheless,
"massacres" were often, although not always, exaggerated tales on both sides
as were horror stories about captives. Tate, however, seems to downplay the
dislocating effects of enforced cultural change.
Tate concludes that emigrants' fear of Indians ultimately "outweighed
the reality of Indian assistance, barter, and friendship" (p. xiv). Thus, the
"relatively tranquil" 1840S and 1850S gave way to increased tensions and
greater conflict. Tate's work therefore demonstrates the role power, and the
ability to engage in violence, plays in such cross-cultural frontier encounters. In the early years of the overland trails, Indian peoples clearly recognized that they were more powerful than the small, isolated trains of
emigrants passing through their lands. The emigrants acknowledged this
condition as well, which was a cause for their fear. Native Americans were
willing and able to risk cooperation, trade, and friendship, as they could fall
back on conflict if necessary. As the decades passed, and more whites came
down the trails and left an increasing presence in Indian territory, the balance of power slowly shifted. Emigrants still feared Indians, and Indians
were now afraid of emigrants. As neither group could outdo the other, the
conflict steadily increased and reached a climax in the post-l868 Indian
Wars. In humanizing this process, Tate helps us understand the complexity
ofIndian-emigrant encounters rather than simply relying on "images of savage Indians perpehwlly attacking intrepid pioneers and greedy whites brutalizing noble Indians" (p. xx).
Lance Blyth
History Office
Kirtland Air Force Base
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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Smoke Jumping on the Western Fire Line: Conscientious Objectors during
World War II. By Mark Matthews, foreword by George McGovern. (Norman:

University of Oklahoma Press, 2006. xvii + 316 pp. 23 halftones, maps, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8061-3766-7.)
The dominant narrative of wildland fire in America has long been the
firefight. Ever since William James published "The Moral Equivalent of
War" in the same month as the fabled Big Blowup of 1910 in Montana, the
firefighter has eagerly accepted an equivalence of martial identities. The
transfer seemed especially apt with the advent of smoke jumping, which
went operational in 1941. When the wartime draft threatened to dissolve the
project, conscientious objectors, under the auspices of the Civilian Public
Service (CPS) program, stepped into and out of Ford Trimotors and attacked fires in the Northern Rockies. They saved the experiment from extinction. Their story may be the best-known secret in the lore of American
firefighting.
The program knotted several historical cords together. The book explains
at modest length the two major ones: the evolution of conscientious objection, particularly as expressed by the historic peace churches, and smoke
jumping as an aerial evolution from smoke chasing. They came together
when Phil Stanley, a Quaker born in China and bored with the assignments of the CPS camps-what he and others dismissed as a "work of national impotence" -overheard a description of firefighting by parachute
and began a letter-writing campaign to allow CPSers the chance to participate (p. 105). The work seemed an ideal way to segregate questions of pacifism from questions of physical courage. The program flew. Some 250 CPSers
trained as smokejumpers and were stationed at Camp 103 outside Missoula,
Montana. They jumped, broke bones and twisted backs, fought fires, did
project work when the rains came, and held to their beliefs. When the war
ended, they disbanded and went home.
This is a competent, quiet book. Relentlessly, the CPSers were asked to
explain themselves. The book grants the men the chance to answer in their
own way. Once the historical preliminaries are done, this melts into a book
of memories. The format is simple: a scrapbook with written texts taking the
place of photos and potted histories of places, people, and events inserted as
captions. The stories and remembrances have a formal, slightly stilted quality
because they come from written rather than spoken sources, especially a
three-volume compilation assembled from one hundred testimonials by Roy
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Wenger, the program's civilian director, and another self-published volume,
compiled by CPSer Asa Mundell, Static Lines and Canopies (1993). Mark
Matthews stitches these parts together into an album organized around the
duties the corps did,from boot camp to fireline jumping to serving as lookouts. With few exceptions, these peace paratroopers regarded their tour of
duty with pride and recall the coercion behind it without rancor.
Their protest against even the Good War was hard for most of the men.
They stood by themselves then; their story can stand by itself now. For a subject often given to hyperventilating rhetoric, this book's quiet, tempered prose
has a calming touch, perhaps appropriate to those it celebrates. It reminds us,
too, that the "still small voice" can come before as well as after the flame.
Stephen Pyne
Arizona State University

God's Country, Uncle Sam's Land: Faith and Conflict in the American West.
By Todd M. Kerstetter. (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2006. viii + 213
pp. Map, notes, index. $36.00 cloth, ISBN 978-0-252-03038-3.)
As author Todd Kerstetter rightly points out, few good histories of religion in the West exist. Moreover, there are even fewer that look at how
religious movements fit into the complex historiography of Western history.
His book begins to fill that void but also raises the question: What else could
we learn if more scholars took the time to study religion in the West as an
important factor in the development of the region and the frontier?
Kerstetter does not just set out to look at religion in the method. He
employs a comparative methodology that crosses time periods and cultures
to demonstrate how three groups seeking religious freedom, Mormons, Ghost
Dancers, and Branch Davidians, challenged the federal authorities and
"strained the national fabric" (p. 3). At first glance, these three groups seem
radically different. However, Kerstetter, to his great credit, anticipates the
reader's reaction. One of the strongest features of this work is the introduction, which serves multiple purposes. Kerstetter takes on the reader's preconceptions in the first three pages, laying out what these three groups have
in common and how they differ. He then walks the reader through two
important historiographies: American religious history and Western history.
The introduction would be an excellent tool when teaching a research seminar on how to write a good research proposal or introduction.
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After the introduction, Kerstetter sets the book up as three case studies.
These three studies provide excellent individual histories of each movement. Within each chapter, he not only narrates the birth and development
of the movement, but he also examines it within the context of the mythic
West. This technique both provides important background and drags the
text at times. Despite the overwhelming amount of information, the format
is necessary for the purpose of comparison. Kerstetter cannot presume that
his readers will know anything about the Ghost Dancers if their interest is
the Mormons. Each chapter could stand on its own as a brief but in-depth
history of the movement and its relationship with the American public and
Federal government.
By structuring the book in this manner, Kerstetter has the freedom to provide a purely analytical conclusion. He walks through how the cases are similar and how this likeness demonstrates the West's and America's love-hate
relationship with the idea of freedom of religion and what that means when
the religion falls outside the mainstream. As Kerstetter states, "the three glaring and powerful forces-the mythic West, religious belief, and the federal
government-have mixed with volatile and deadly results" (p. 168).
C. L. Higham

Davidson, North Carolina

Jose Marfa de Jesus Carvajal: The Life and Times ofa Mexican Revolutionary.
By Joseph E. Chance. (San Antonio, Tex.: Trinity University Press, 2006. xi
+ 283 pp. Map, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth, ISBN 9781-59534-020-7.)
The north Mexican world of Jose Marfa de Jesus Carvajal (1809-1874)
was shaped by two bitter, complex, and incongruent contests. The first was
characterized by the heartfelt but often ineffective resistance of Mexicans
to the aggressive aggrandizement of their Anglo American neighbors. The
second was the decades-long internal Mexican feud between conservative
Centralists and liberal Federalists, the latter ofwhom were strongly attracted
to the democratic ideals and laissez-faire economic policies advocated by
the Anglo Americans.
Liberals such as Carvajal were thus trapped in a dilemma that could last
a lifetime. They wanted to use the intellectual, military, and economic resources that the Anglo Americans could provide, yet they and most of their
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countrymen had to fear that they would be overwhelmed by their northern
neighbors, whether they embraced them as allies or confronted them as
foes. Carvajal's deeper dilemma was that he was a committed Mexican nationalist who was at the same time thoroughly bicultural. He was born in
San Antonio and sent as an impressionable teenager to the United States
(by his mentor Stephen F. Austin) for an education that rendered him fluent in English, Protestant in religion, and, as his Mexican critics put it,
"muy agringado" -very Americanized (p. 110).
The beginning of the Texas Revolution in 1835 found Carvajal advocating violent resistance to the tyranny of Mexican president Santa Anna with
the "War Party" (p. 33)' But Carvajal could not abide the declaration of
Texan independence that came in March 1836, and he sat out the rest of the
war as a "neutral" (p. 41). This course led to his expulsion and exile from
Texas later in that year. Unlike most of his in-laws from the prominent Leon
family of Victoria, he renounced his Texas citizenship and settled instead
on the south bank of the Rio Grande.
Yet, Carvajal ironically spent much of the next two decades attempting
to secure Texan and American aid (and Anglo recruits) for a series of revolutionary efforts to separate north Mexico from the rest of the country-in
1840 as a Federalist "Republic of the Rio Grande" and in 1851-1852 as an
equally doomed "Republic of the Sierra Madre." The irony is heightened
by the fact that between these two efforts to use Anglo aid to divide Mexico,
this ardent Federalist fought along with the Centralists as a guerrilla leader
against the United States between 1846 and 1848- but only after he had
failed to persuade the American invaders to support his project of a Federal.ist north Mexican republic.
With diligent and devoted research, Joseph E. Chance tracks this conflicted revolutionist all the way to his final but flawed "triumph" as an agent
of the Liberal Mexican president Benito Juarez in the 1860s. Chance often
finds Carvajal's motives as elusive as his movements, and all of the author's
praise for his hero's "courage, intelligence, and vision" cannot hide the fact
that Carvajal was largely a failure-as a military leader, as a politician, and
as a diplomat (p. 207).
James E. Crisp
North Carolina State University
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Native Insurgencies and the Genocidal Impulse in the Americas. By Nicholas

A. Robins. (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2005. x + 289 pp. Notes,
bibliography, index. $39.95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-253-34616-2.)
The term genocide engenders strong emotional and conflicting views in
society as well as scholarship. Nicholas A. Robins assumes the monumental
task of defining genocide as practiced by Natives in the Americas during
three different time periods: the Pueblos of New Mexico in the 1600s, the
Incas in the 170os, and the Mayans in the late 1800s/early 19oos.
Two streams of thought run through this book. The first addresses the
rebellions themselves. The comparison of the three shows the determination of indigenous peoples to resist Spanish domination throughout the
Americas from colonial times to the twentieth century. The second focuses
on theoretical assumptions. Each chapter considers a different element of
these theoretical assumptions then inserts the case studies in sequential order. This structure creates a disjointed tenor to the central point of each
chapter and the book in general.
Applying such theory to resistance movements is daunting to say the
least. While Robins addresses theories and definitions of genocide, he does
not aptly apply them to his case studies. His examinations of the Mayans
and Incas are much more thorough than those of the Pueblos. In all three
cases, the assumption of genocidal strategies through resistance and expulsion overstates the case that all three groups carried out genocide.
In terms of sources, Robins relies too heavily on dated material and ignores important works, especially emerging indigenous scholarship. Also, he
utilizes only Spanish documentation. Indigenous voices are absent except
those framed in a Spanish context. Granted, he does state that sources are
sparse but this cannot justify the book's lack of recent indigenous scholarship.
Authors such asTaiaiake Alfred and Linda Tuhiwai Smith offer different paradigms by which to analyze colonization and indigenous responses to oppression and violence. Shifting paradigms to an indigenous-centered discourse
offers a new way to study how and why Native resistance developed through
history, thus reframing historical discourse to be more inclusive.
Fact checking is also in order. Robins claims that Pope and Domingo
Naranjo were the same person when in fact Naranjo was ofAfrican descent.
The Spanish brought Naranjo to the Americas, and he settled in Taos Pueblo.
Pope was from San Juan Pueblo. This major inaccuracy detracts from
the point Robins makes concerning the millennial aspects of the Pueblo
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Revolt. These leaders worked to bring the Pueblos together to force the
Spanish out of the Southwest but had different motives that underscore
their reasons for rebellion.
As Robins points out, genocide is an annihilation of a people and/or culture; however, the three cases he explores were violent expulsions and a
return to indigenous tradition. Expulsion does not equal extermination or
annihilation. These three case studies present elements of violence on the
part of the Natives. The weakness of Robins's argument that this was genocide lies in the claim that expulsion equates to extermination and thereby
has inherent genocidal tendencies.
This book's intended audience is definitely academics due to its language
and theoretical base. It lacks cohesiveness and displays a weak argument,
but it will certainly provoke dialogue.
Rebecca Bales
California State University, Monterey Bay

Experiencing Nature: The Spanish American Empire and the Early Scientific
Revolution. By Antonio Barrera-Osorio. (Austin: University of Texas Press,
2006. xi + 211 pp. Halftones, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index.
$45.00 cloth, ISBN 978-0-292-7°981-2.)
This book bears the earmarks of a slightly revised dissertation, which it
is. The original title must have been different because the existing one is
only vaguely related to the content. However, after reading the book it would
be difficult to invent an adequate title. For readers expecting to learn about
early scientific discoveries disappointment is in store. Instead, author BarreraOsorio spends disproportionate space on what he calls empirical methodology. He is so enamored with the word empirical that he uses it over 150
times in a book with less than that number of pages of text. Unfortunately,
he never clearly attempts to define the word nor does he ever try to express
its meaning by any synonym or circumlocution that might have improved
his style. However, he never gives empiricism one of the now nearly obsolete dictionary definitions-quackery. But there are other repeated faults.
Years ago I lived a stone's throw from the old Casa de Contrataci6n in Sevilla,
which figures greatly in the author's story as the Casa de la Contrataci6n,
yet I never heard nor saw written his version, which he repeats forty times.
In addition to stylistic problems, there are outright errors that ought to
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have been caught. For the first several times that Queen Isabel is mentioned,
her name is correctly spelled, but soon she is incorrectly called Queen
Isabella, either in confusion with the popular form Isabel, la Cat6lica, or as
a mistaken translation into English which should be Elizabeth.
The book is divided into five nearly equal chapters, none of which treat
what would be today considered to be pure science. Chapter 1 involved the
Spanish grand quest in the New World for items of economic interest and
means of exploitation thereof. The next chapter, "A Chamber of Knowledge," deals with the Casa de Contrataci6n as an institution and its functions, including maritime training, development of nautical instruments,
and the art of navigation. The third part deals with specialists and their
innovations, the artisans and artifacts that aided in navigational changes as
well as the development ofimproved cartography. This is followed by the
section "Circuits ofInformation," which treats dissemination ofknowledge
mostly concerning broad treatment of natural history, which later became
some of the pioneer works about the Americas. The final chapter is "Books
of Nature" and is a summary of what its title suggests. A brief set of appendixes is useful and demonstrates Barrera-Osorio's familiarity with the archival material he consulted. These are lists of the pilots and cosmographers, at
the Casa de Contrataci6n, of navigational and other useful instruments,
and of early Spanish scientific books by prominent authors.
Donald C. Cutter
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Reshaping New Spain: Government and Private Interests in the Colonial
Bureaucracy, 1531-1550. By Ethelia Ruiz Medrano, translated by Julia Constantino and Paulin'e Marmasse. (Boulder: University Press of Colorado,
2006. x + 320 pp. Maps, tables, appendix, glossary, bibliography, index. $65.00
cloth, ISBN 978-0-87081-814-1.)
Originally published in Spanish in 1991 as Gobierno y sociedad en Nueva
Espana: segunda audiencia y Antonio de Mendoza, this book is historian
Ethelia Ruiz Medrano's updated study. Reshaping New Spain examines the
nahue and evolution of Spanish royal and private efforts in New Spain' to turn
Native labor and production into income from 1531 to the mid-sixteenth century. Chapters on the Second Audiencia, Viceroy Antonio de Mendoza, and
oidor (judge) Lorenzo de Tejada comprise the core of the book.
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Following the unprincipled and exploitive rule of the notorious First
Audiencia, the Second Audiencia sought to establish royal authority as the
mediator between colonists and Natives and to rationalize the emerging
colonial structure. This involved extending royal jurisdiction, determining
tribute requirements, encouraging payment for Native labor, and introducing corregimiento as a complement to encomienda. The inability to establish the new city of Puebla as an alternative to encomienda for landless
Spanish settlers, however, demonstrates the distance between good intentions and practice.
The inauguration of viceregal rule with the long tenure of Viceroy
Mendoza (1535-155°) marked a new per~od in colonial New Spain. Particularly in the years before the arrival of the New Laws of 1542 and the general

visita (visit) of Tello de Sandoval, 1543-1547, Mendoza favored the use of
encomienda. He made new grants, authorized transfers that were often disguised sales, and allowed the exchange of encomiendas. Despite his early
doubts about corregidores and attempts to curb their abuse of Natives, he
increased the number of these officials as a way to provide for poor conquistadors as well as to reward favorites and a number of encomenderos. Mendoza
also encouraged a range of economic activities - mining, stock raising, agriculture, cloth production, trading-that benefited encomenderos and others in his favor. He invested in diverse sectors of the economy and became
an important colonial entrepreneur.
Ruiz Medrano's chapter on Lorenzo de Tejada, an oidor of the Audiencia
of Mexico, is a thorough examination of the actions of a rags-to-riches official who successfully used his office, the favor of Viceroy Mendoza, and a
quickly developed clientage system to amass a fortune. By purchase, viceregal grant, forced trade, appropriation, and various forms of chicanery, Tejada
acquired substantial land for agriculture and stock raising. Employing an
incredible 1,648,812 days of Native labor during a seven-year period, he paid
less than 3 percent of the official wage. His diverse economic activities reveal in detail the exploitive nature of early colonial Mexico.
Based primarily on a close reading of archival materials from the

residencias (judicial reviews) of the members of the Second Audiencia and
the visita of Sandoval, Ruiz Medrano's book highlights the Spaniards' use
of legal procedures and practices in exploiting the Native population and
identifies the changing political realities that faced colonial officials. The
text also provides a valuable, detailed account of the economic benefits of
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high office and the importance of kinship and social networks in early
colonial New Spain. All colonialists will benefit from reading Reshaping

New Spain.
Mark A. Burkholder
University of Missouri, St. Louis

Mexican Americans and Language: Del dicha al hecha. By Glenn A. Martfnez.
The Mexican American Experience. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press,
2006. xi + 130 pp. Halftones, tables, bibliography, index. $15.95 paper, ISBN

978-0-8165-2374-0.)
This book on Latino sociolinguistic issues is part of a useful series of
teaching tools for upper undergraduate and introductory graduate courses
on aspects of the Mexican American experience. The series editor is agricultural economist Adela de la Torre, Director of Chicana/o Studies at the
University of California, Davis and formerly of the Mexican American Studies and Research Center at the University of Arizona. The series includes
Torre's volume on health (with Antonio Estrada), and others on politics,
law, popular culture, environment, economy, and identity. Each may be
used with others from the series in Latino studies courses, or as case studies
in general courses on language, politics, health, and the like to focus on
current Mexican American or U.S.-Latino issues.
In this volume on language, Glenn Martfnez manages to compress the
important topics of English-Spanish contact, language attitudes, and ideology into a hundred pages of text. The book follows the method of the series:
relatively brief chapters, supported by recall questions and discussion topics, along with an up-to-date bibliography of over one hundred items and a
glossary of about fifty concepts. The expectation that summary treatment of
large bodies of research will be understandable to introductory students is
risky; but it is useful in providing a manageable reading assignment, allowing elaboration of selected topics and connection to broader issues in a
classroom setting. This framework is convenient for an instructor or student, because it opens a fascinating world where linguists step back and
analyze the widespread language panic and pride surrounding increasing
contact with Latin American immigrant and local populations. The general reader, however, will be challenged to treat the book as a self-teaching
course in Latino sociolinguistics; but it is well worth the effort for anyone
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who wants to move beyond popular, inflammatory rhetoric, to the professional study of language contact.
The first chapter introduces the notion oflanguage experience and ideology, noting that dispassionate linguistic analysis is frequently unsatisfying
to those who live amid languages in contact. The experience with languages
is emotionally charged for monolinguals on both sides, as well as for
bilinguals with varying degrees of competence. Add politics, immigration
issues, and educational achievement and the phenomenon of language
becomes a lightning rod on the one hand and a badge of pride on the other.
The strongest chapters are on language ideology, attitudes, "Chicano English," and multiple issues regarding Spanish. The latter involves language
maintenance and shift, associated topics of dialect, English influence, and
code-switching (alternation between the two languages). These imply the
question of whether or not Spanish will continue to be part of the identity of
Mexican Americans. Perhaps wisely, or for lack of space, Martinez sidesteps
answering this question in the two-page concluding chapter. He only reiterates that further study and application of sociolinguistic research should
monitor complex issues as immigration and generations proceed. This very
brief conclusion could have been developed further by taking a stand on
policy issues, offering a program on or making predictions regarding bilingualism, and considering the huge stakes in the survival of Latino culture
and the reception of an important community within the U.S. macroculture.
Readers are left to explore issues in the literature further and to navigate the
labyrinth of arguments on the ground.
John Attinasi
California State University, Long Beach

Rock Crystals and Peyote Dreams: Explorations in the Huichol Universe. By
Peter T Furst. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 2006. 327 pp. 12
color plates, 27 halftones, map, references, index. $45.00 cloth, ISBN 978-087480-869-8.)
Peter Furst's initial contacts with the Huichol Indians of northwest Mexico
began in 1967 when he was employed to set up a field school for the Department ofAnthropology at the University of California, Los Angeles, and they
have continued over the past forty years. This accessible book is a compilation of essays spanning much of Furst's academic career. Rock Crystals and
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Peyote Dreams explores Huichol lifestyle and world view from the viewpoint of the participant observer (Furst) and from the Native perspective
(Ramon Medina Silva, a Huichol shaman whose powers of curing derived
from the peyote cactus).
Furst's initial interest in the Huichol stemmed from his interest in psychotropic plants. Several ·of his chapters deal with the Native concept of
peyote as a deity and tensions between users of peyote and users of various
species of solanaceae, including datura, or Jimson weed. Although he describes the various chemical compounds that elicit the differing physiological effects of peyote (lophophora williamsii) and the solanaecae, the accounts
of conflict come mainly from the oral narratives that he obtained from Silva.
The book is not purely an ethnographic snapshot of the Huichol. Furst
uses historical, linguistic, and archaeological evidence to argue for the origins of the historically recognized Huichol as a distinct and recognizable
culture deriving from the Guachichil culture of San Luis PotosI. He explores their distinctive yarn paintings as representations of their world view.
The chapter on Kluyumari, the Huichol trickster/culture hero, discusses
this figure in relation to the ambiguity of human nature. The rock crystals
of the title are physical manifestations of the souls of deceased individuals
who demonstrated great spiritual power and wisdom during their lives.
A significant portion of the text comprises Silva's oral narratives, and although he died a violent and untimely death in 1971, it is clear that Furst
regarded him as a friend and teacher. Furst's continuing contact with Silva's
widow and other family members apparently sustained his ongoing interest
in Huichol culture. The book has the hallmarks of a truly collaborative effort.
The final section deals with Furst's assessment of the changes that have
gone on in Huichol culture over some forty years. He asserts that economic
change in the form of interest in the yarn paintings as tourist art has actually
allowed the people to sustain their culture more strongly than most groups
in the region.
In bringing together and reflecting upon his research on Huichol culture, Furst has written a book that provides a fascinating overview of a people
with a very strong sense of identity in contemporary Mexican culture. Rock
Crystals and Peyote Dreams is a humane book that will be of interest to
scholars but also accessible to general audiences.
Clara Sue Kidwell
University ofNorth Carolina, Chapel Hill

.
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Fine Indian Jewelry ofthe Southwest: The Millicent Rogers Museum Collection. By Shelby J. Tisdale, foreword by Arturo Peralta-Ramos. (Santa Fe:
Museum of New Mexico Press, 2006.215 pp. 90 color plates, halftones, bibliography, index. $50.00 cloth, ISBN 978-0-89013-482-5.)
One could say that Millicent Rogers, instrumental in the groundbreaking
exhibition "A Decade of Design" at the Brooklyn Museum of Art in 19481949, landed in New Mexico because Clark Gable broke her heart. When
Gable ended their relationship, Rogers sought solace in the Land of Enchantment. That trip was her first visit to the state. Working with Rogers's sons, Paul
Peralta-Ramos and Arturo Peralta-Ramos II, as well as other family and friends,
author Shelby J. Tisdale provides engaging personal stories in lively text.
After abandoning Hollywood, Rogers embraced the life and peoples of
New Mexico, collecting Native American textiles, baskets, jewelry, and pottery; Spanish Colonial furniture; and Hispano devotional art. Her efforts
leave behind as lasting an impression of New Mexico as any canvas of one
of the great Taos painters, a few of whom she befriended. Lady Dorothy
Brett, Mabel Dodge Luhan, and Frieda Lawrence absorbed her into Taos
"society" when she arrived in 1947, and she remained until her death on
New Year's Day 1953.
Tisdale comments that Rogers collected almost purposefully, as if collecting for a museum. The photographs of her jewelry serve well to illustrate a lengthy discussion of Southwest Indian jewelry and its evolving phases,
which accounts for chapters 3 through 6 of the eight chapters. Rogers also
amassed quite a collection of buttons and silversmithing tools, unfortunately
not plentifully shown in the book. Acquisitions since her death and contemporary jewelry are also included. Rogers recognized and could afford
the best. The section on Santo Domingo includes a five-strand necklace
that won the Grand Prize at the Gallup Inter-Tribal Ceremonial in 1951,
purchased from trader Tobe Turpen.
Deemed the "Standard Oil heiress" by New York society columnists,
Rogers showed design confidence from a young age. "She created her own
style and would show up at debutante balls wearing gowns designed by the
top couturiers of the day that she had remade to match her own vision of
how she should look" (pp. 30-31). Rogers favored Navajo and Zuni bracelets, and a Harper's Bazaar photograph from 1948 featured her in a Charles
James linen blouse, with a Russian brooch and Indian bracelets stacked up
both arms.
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Her design talents thrived in Taos, where she fabricated her own jewelry
and transformed her adobe hacienda, Turtlewalk, which Architectural Digest featured in 1993. Many museums are contained in special spaces-the
Wheelwright Museum of the American Indian in Santa Fe for example.
That the Millicent Rogers Museum resides in the 1940S home of her friend,
Claude J. K. Anderson, seems as perfect a fit as a couture gown.
Given Rogers's influential style, carpe diem approach to life, and the
colorful tales Tisdale provides, this reader yearned for additional details of
Rogers's New Mexico experiences. As they say in Hollywood: Sequel?
Cindra Kline
Indian Arts Research Center
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Classic Hopi and Zuni Kachina Figures. Photographs by Andrea Portago, text
by Barton Wright. (Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 2006. xiv + 174
pp. 84 color plates, 30 duotones, map, bibliography. $55.00 cloth, ISBN 9780- 89°13-483- 2 . )
Rarely is reviewing a book such a pleasant- one might even say delightfultask. This large-format volume is a successful synthesis of Andrea Portago's
112 powerful photographs of carved kachinas, landscapes, petroglyphs, and
ruins and Barton Wright's insightful text. The book as a whole is designed
as an aesthetic piece that quickly captures the reader/viewer. Fast immersion into the world of carved kachina figures is achieved through a minimum of front material that quickly proceeds to full-page color photographs
of the carvings. These images, sufficient unto themselves, are not complicated by numbers or figure captions-there are no distractions. Yet when
the audience finally emerges to ask questions about what is pictured, they
will be happy to discover a guide to the kachinas in a fully illustrated list of
plates that is, in turn, followed by an in-depth essay.
Portago, having worked as both a model and a photographer- "at both
ends of the lens" -was inspired to photograph the "kachinas as people" (pp.
ix, x). The Hopi themselves refer to the kachina mask and the kachina spirit
as friend-a term that also seems appropriate in describing Portago's approach to photographing these personable carvings. For this project, she
carefully selected her own backgrounds from handsomely treated metals
that were weathered, hammered, or only slightly stressed, creating dark
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textures that echo the landscape and provide a warmly hued foil for the
colorful, boldly carved kachinas that date from the 1880s and 1940s. Duotone
photographs of Pueblo landscapes and ruins provide a visual setting.
Wright's in-depth essay contextualizes the images, as it sensitively portrays Pueblo cosmology and religion in the midst of which the kachina spirits are situated. The important linkage ofall aspects of the Pueblo world - the
environment, the village, the structure of space, the ceremonial calendar,
the Underworld, and natural forces given human form-comprise this universe. Wright carefully delineates the overlapping categories of the Hopi
dead, the kachinas, and the Cloud People as well as various deities and how
all of these entities have roles to play in bringing the rain, fertility, growth,
and even curing, thus maintaining life itself.
One might note a few points of scholarly disagreement here and there,
or the fact that even within the covers of this volume, the ceremonial calendar described by Wright is misconstrued by Portago's stated assumption that
the seasonal modes of the ancient cottonwood, which frames the book's
contents, parallel the kachina season. What is much more important here,
however, is the dramatic portrayal of the kachina figure coupled with Wright's
accessible elucidation of the Pueblo worldview. Every book on kachinas
has its own specialty. Some are focused primarily on kachina identification
without any particular emphasis on the fundamental concepts involved.
One recent book emphasizes the carvers. (Classic Hopi and Zuni Kachina

Figures, unlike the older literature, eschews the popular and seemingly
trivializing term doll). This presentation does more than justice to the complex kachina tradition, and the involved reader will be richly rewarded.
Polly Schaafsma
Museum ofIndian Arts and Culture\Laboratory ofAnthropology
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Bernard Plossu's New Mexico. Photographs by Bernard Plossu, text by Gilles
Mora. Revised edition. (Albuquerque: University ofNew Mexico Press, 2006.
x + 165 pp. 152 halftones. $29'95 paper,

ISBN

978-0-8263-4°°6-1.)

New Mexico has a powerful effect on photographers who experience its
attributes for the first time: the diverse cultures and architecture, the great
expanses of land, and the light. Some photographers react to these visual
and tactile experiences in a more formal way by using large-format cameras
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to apprehend their visions. Others, responding in a freer, sometimes more
intimate but always a more immediate approach use 35mm cameras.
Frenchman Bernard Plossu is a preeminent 35mm photographer. Many
of his photographs might appear to be snapshots when in fact they are far
more meaningful. They are rich in information about his response, as a
foreigner or outsider, to this new land with various cultures and their communities and to the weather. He photographed everything he saw in New
Mexico, probably out of curiosity but possibly out of a certain homesickness or nostalgia. Disparities only clarify the similarities.
Plossu's images of New Mexico bring us right into the street life of the
Pueblo villages and the larger towns .. Within these places are dirt roads in
all kinds of weather, family life, recreation, and wildlife. We see what catches
his eye, but he makes no judgments. It is almost as if he had a camera
embedded in his eye and winked to capture the photograph.
Plossu writes that he is "try[ing] to explain" with his photography (p. vii).
He tries visually to make sense of New Mexico with its proximity and its
similarity to Mexico. People must be tough to hang on to a centuries-old
agrarian way of life in the face of prolonged droughts, land takings, global
warming, and a population explosion. Also, as the immigrant flow from the
south increases, the New Mexican natives feel more threatened. They
struggle daily with less water, less land, and fewer jobs offering sustainable
income. Plossu brings us into the reality that he experienced and hopes (I
think) that we will better understand and appreciate the landscape, the people
and their lives, the history, and the diversity of New Mexico. The internationally renowned Plossu's photographs capture in detail a younger and freer,
less populated and more innocent New Mexico. They also offer an opportunity to begin to understand the state and its people.

Barbara Van Cleve
Big Timber, Montana

Peoples ofthe Plateau: The Indian Photographs ofLee Moorhouse, 1898-1915.
By Steven L. Grafe, foreword by Paula Richardson Fleming. Western Legacies Series. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2006. xiii + 221 pp, 104
halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $39-95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8061-3727-8,
$29·95 paper, ISBN 978-0-8061-3742-1.)
Why do we remain so intrigued with pictures of people and cultures
foreign to our own, even into the twenty-first century? Today, the amount
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and diversity of information-visual and textual-available to the general
population from the most remote and exotic corners of the world is not only
easily accessible but also staggering. Historical photographs in particular,
however, continue to unlock small doors, portals into the past, which might
otherwise continue to be closed to us.
Steven Grafe has compiled and presented an immense amount of archival material about the life and career of amateur photographer Lee
Moorhouse. With this information, he has constructed a detailed context
in which Moorhouse lived, worked, and photographed. According to Grafe,
Moorhouse's most recognized body of work among his many photographic
projects is the images he made of the Native Americans indigenous to the
Pacific Northwest at the turn of the last century. Together with the stunning
individual portraits that include Dr. Whirlwind, Cayuse Tribe; Ruth Coyote,
Cayuse Tribe; and Ku-massag, Cayuse Tribe, the photographs in general
provide important historical insights into daily life, routines, and ritual ceremonies. The articulation of beadwork, garments, headdresses, blankets,
and dwellings, even if some of these are concocted by the photographer,
provide valuable information to scholars across various disciplines.
Moorhouse's regular contact with these Native Americans assured him a
degree of access and compatibility not available to an itinerant photographer. His connection and familiarity with his subjects, albeit as an outsider,
give the pictures their strength.
Grafe's declaration in the preface that he did not charge himself to "critique him [Moorhouse], his motivations, or his aesthetic sensibilities" does
not, however, let the author off the hook (p. viii). While it is important to
see and understand the pictures and Moorhouse from the historical vantage point in which he worked and made these images-Grafe has done
that-it is also imperative to address them, even briefly, from a contemporary perspective. Another monograph on Moorhouse likely will not be produced for some time, so the reader would have benefited greatly from a
discussion about how his images fit into the broader visual vocabulary of
photographs of Native Americans. Increasing numbers of these kinds of pictures and archives have surfaced and continue to be discovered. Collectively, these images and their contextual information build upon each other
and provide a framework from which to see and hopefully understand such
larger issues as place and identity, not to mention the notion of the amateur
in the history of photography. Perhaps some of these concerns can be addressed in future Moorhouse studies.
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Still, Grafe deserves commendation for his sound scholarship, his sensitive selection of images, and for ensuring through this publication that
Moorhouse's photographic work will survive to inform other generations
about these individuals, their rich culture, and their place in history.
Michele M. Penhall
University of New Mexico Art Museum

Thomas Moran's West: Chromolithography, High Art, and Popular Taste. By
Joni L. Kinsey. (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2006. xi + 260 pp. 50

color plates, 17 halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, ISBN 978-

0-7006-1413-4.)
Scholars have long known that Thomas Moran's strange and beautiful
images ofYellowstone facilitated the creation of our first national park. Joni
Kinsey's Thomas Moran's West offers new insights to this familiar story, relating Moran's work as much to the eastern art world as to federal expansionism. The book focuses on proofs of Louis Prang's publication The
Yellowstone National Park, and the Mountain Regions of Portions ofIdaho,
Nevada, Colorado and Utah (1876) recently acquired by the Joslyn Art
Museum. Kinsey analyzes this portfolio's significance by exploring its aesthetic achievements and its commercial aspirations.
Moran got his start as an illustrator, which Kinsey explored in Thomas
Moran and the Surveying ofthe American West (1992). That volume related
Moran's illustrative work to his large-scale oil paintings; here, the focus is
entirely on the chromolithographs. Prang's proofs demonstrate his company's
commitment to accurate and subtle color, which could require as many as
fifty-two plates for each print. Kinsey states that Prang cut Moran's portfolio
down from its original twenty-four plates to fifteen to save money, but still
invested about fwenty-five thousand dollars in the project. Even so, it received poor reviews. Rather than present this result as a failure, Kinsey uses
it to explore debates about "high" and "low" art in the 1870S. She reminds
us of the contemporary importance of prints and works on paper and makes
a productive comparison between Moran and Winslow Homer, another
artist with a background in illustration who exhibited watercolors throughout his career. At the same time, she notes that Prang's efforts elevated the
reputation of chromos only so far. Prang eventually moved into more easily
marketed products like Christmas cards.
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The book is organized around the different players in this history, including Prang, Moran, and Ferdinand Hayden, who wrote a disappointing
three-page text for the portfolio. The middle chapters analyze each work
Moran produced for Prang, those that were printed and those passed over.
In addition to Yellowstone, we see how the Snake River, the Little Zion
Valley, and the Mountain of the Holy Cross were first envisioned. This
section offers insight into Moran's own working process, including his use
of sketches and the photographs of his colleague William Henry Jackson.
The last chapter, "The End of an Era," explains the demise of such ambitious projects with the increasing mechanization of commercial printmaking.
Kinsey's command of detail makes for an informed and engaging contribution to the literature on nineteenth-century American art as well as enriching our understanding of its role in creating a national image of the
West. On occasion these two purposes can distract from one another. Parts
of the chapters on the prints themselves seem to address a contemporary
visitor to Yellowstone, with explanations of how the scene differs from what
one would see today. Scholarly and tourist audiences can overlap, but do
not necessarily do so. Nevertheless, Kinsey makes this story both rich and
accessible enough to attract numerous readers.
Elizabeth Hutchinson
Barnard College/Columbia University

Honest Horses: Wild Horses in the Great Basin. By Paula Morin. (Reno: University of Nevada Press, 2006. xxv + 376 pp. Color plates, halftones, appendix, bibliography. $24.95 paper, ISBN 978-0-87417-673-5.)
Many countries have herds of feral ponies, horses, or donkeys (burros)
roaming freely. The Exmore ponies in England, the kulaks in Poland, and
the reintroduced wild Przewalski horses in Mongolia are examples. Nowhere are there such huge herds as those that live on the plains of the Americas. The horse family evolved in the Americas but died out at the time of
the great megaspecies extinctions at the end of the last ice age around tento eight-thousand years ago. Domestic horses were then introduced by the
Spaniards and other Europeans from the sixteenth century onward. They
escaped to live wild and in some parts of both South and North America,
they proliferated to the point that they could be called a plague.
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Today, the herds of wild horses in the Great Basin are a mere relic of
these vast populations, but they have become an important element in the
ecosystem and a symbol of freedom to all who live there and wish to preserve the wilderness. Much has been written about these wild horses, ranging from the strictly scientific to the romantic. The latest book by Paula
Morin, however, is unusual for presenting a record of sixty-two conversations that she held with residents of the Great Basin, all of whom have had
a close association with wild horses. The short narratives are divided into
three sections: "Stewardship," "Horsemanship," and "Conclusion." Handpainted photos and color plates provide illustrations.
Besides giving vivid and enthralling accounts of the pleasures and sorrows of a lifetime spent in horsemanship, the narratives reveal the history of
the wild horses from the time of the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros
Act of 1971 (given in full in an Appendix), which assigned responsibility for
the horses to the Bureau of Land Management. Many of the contributors
are professional horsemen who have been responsible for the well-being
and management of the horses. They have enormous empathy with the
animals but sometimes little good to say about the bureaucrats at the top.
These horsemen also have a problem with the public perception of the
horse as an icon of the wild that should be allowed to live and die in freedom. Without management how do you deal with hundreds, or perhaps
thousands, of animals dying of starvation? Two important questions run
through almost every narrative: How is breeding to be controlled? How are
the numbers of horses to be kept within the carrying capacity of the land?
For those who know the Great Basin and its horses, this book will be a
source of great interest and fascination. For outsiders who would like a map
and more information about the individual populations of wild horses, the
regions where they live, and the reproductive behavior of the stallions and
mares, Honest Horses could be read together with Joel Berger's Wild Horses

of the Great Basin (1986).
Juliet Clutton-Brock
Cambridge, United Kingdom

Book Notes

Inventing Los Alamos: The Growth ofan Atomic Community. By Jon Hunner.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2004. xi + 288 pp. 34 halftones,
maps, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95 paper, ISBN 978-0-8061-3891-6.)
The Killing of Chester Bartell. By Norman K. Hunt. (Phoenix, Ariz.: Cowboy Miner Productions, 2006. 144 pp. Halftones, maps, appendixes, bibliography. $18.00 paper, ISBN 978-1-931725-21-7.)
Old Guns and Whispering Ghosts: Tales and Twists of the Old West. By
Jesse L. "Wolf' Hardin, foreword by Bob Boze Bell. (Boise, Idaho: Shoot
Magazine Corporation, 2006. 266 pp. Color plates, halftones, drawings.
$39'95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-9726383-2-6.)

Historia: The Literary Making of Chicana and Chicano History. By Louis
Gerard Mendoza. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2001. xi +
336 pp. Appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $49.95 cloth, ISBN 978-158544-150-1, $24·95 paper, ISBN 978-1-58544-179-2.)
Aaron Burr: Conspiracy to Treason. By Buckner F. Melton Jr. (New York:
John Wiley and Sons, 2002. 236 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, index. $32.50
cloth, ISBN 978-0-471-39209-5.)
Benjamin Franklin, Pennsylvania, and the First Nations: The Treaties of173662. Edited by Susan Kalter. (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2006. xiv +
453 pp. Line drawing, map, glossary, index. $45.00 cloth, ISBN 978-0-25203 0 35-2.)
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Mexico and the Spanish Conquest. By Ross Hassig. 2d ed. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2006. xvii + 261 pp. Maps, notes, references,
index. $16.95 paper,

ISBN

978-0-8061-3793-3.)

Unequal Cures: Public Health and Political Change in Bolivia,

1900-1950.

By Ann Zulawski. (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2007· x + 253 pp.
Halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $21.95 paper, ISBN 978-0-82233916-8 .)

Consumer Culture: History, Theory, and Politics. By Roberta Sassatelli. (Los
Angeles, Calif.: Sage Publications, 2007. vi + 237 pp. Charts, notes, bibliography, index. $41.95 paper,

ISBN

978-1-4129-u81-8.)

Wilderness Forever: Howard Zahniser and the Path to the Wilderness Act. By
Mark Harvey, foreword by William Cronon. Weyerhaeuser Environmental
Books. (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2005. xviii + 325 pp. Halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 paper,

ISBN

978-0-2959-87°7-1.)

News Notes

Archives, Exhibits, and Historic (Web) Sites
The New Mexico Museum of Indian Arts and Culture has opened a new
exhibit. "Native Couture: A History of Santa Fe Style" includes pieces from
the museum's Dicky pfaelzer Jewelry Collection and will run until 1 September 2008. The museum is located at 710 Camino Lejo in Santa Fe. For
more information, call (505) 827-6463.
The Tucson Museum of Art announces "Changing Hands: Art without
Reservation 2." The exhibit features contemporary Native art from the West,
Northwest, and Pacific and will run from 1 February to 11 May 2008. The
museum is located at 140 North Main Avenue in Tucson, Arizona. Call
(520) 624-2333 for more information.
The Harvey House Museum in Belen will host "Our Fathers, Our Grandfathers, Our Heroes ... The Navajo Code-Talkers of World War II." The
exhibit will run from 8 March to 5 April 2008. The museum is located at 104
North First Street in Belen, New Mexico. For more information, contact
the Circle of Light Navajo Educational Project at (505) 726-8030 or email
travelexhibits@yahoo.com.
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Calendar of Events

12-15 March: The 88th Southwestern Social Sciences Association Annual
Meeting will be in Las Vegas, Nevada, at the Riviera Hotel. The conference
welcomes work from a wide variety of disciplines. For more information,
visit the website www.sssaonline.org/meeting.htm.
28-31 March: The Organization ofAmerican Historians will have their lOlst
annual meeting in New York City at the Hilton New York. More information about the conference is available on the website www.oah.org/meetingshoo8.
9-12 April: The 55th annual Rocky Mountain Council for Latin American
Studies will be held in Flagstaff, Arizona at the Radisson Woodlands Hotel.
The keynote speaker will be Guatemalan composer, conductor, and musicologist Dieter Lehnhoff. For more information, visit the website
www.rmclas.org/conLo8.php.
17-18 April: "The Crypto-Jews and the Inquisition in New Spain: A Symposium at Texas A&M University" will focus on one of the most famous families to migrate to northern New Spain in the sixteenth century, the Carvajal
family. The event will feature a keynote address from Stanley Hordes. For
more information, visit the website cushing.tamu.edu/symposium.
17-19 April: The Society for Military History will hold their 75th annual
meeting at Ogden Eccles Conference Center in Ogden, Utah. The conference theme is "The Military and Frontiers," highlighting the military's role
in geographic, technological, political, social, and other frontiers. For more
information, visit the website www.weber.edu/HistorylWhatsHappening/
SMH2oo8.html.
24-26 April: Deming, New Mexico, will host the annual meeting of the
Historical Society of New Mexico. For more information, visit the website
www.hsnm.org.
24-27 April: The 49th annual Arizona History Convention will take place at
the San Marcos Resort and Convention Center in Chandler. For more in-

formation, contact Bruce Dinges, 949 E. Second Street, Tucson, I\Z 85719
or visit the website www.arizonahistory.org.

